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Tur following ſermons owe their appear- 
ance before the public eye, not to ambition for 

 theologieal laurels, but © in ſimple ſadneſs” to 
remove the diſtreſſes of a family by no means 

ſmall. | 
I ᷑ be author ſubmits them to the candour of 
the public and his friends, with all humility. 
He cannot but be ſenſible of their defects, many 
of which originate for want of time for reviſion, 
| therefore they are printed as they were deli- | 
vered from the pulpit. They are not written for 
the eye of criticiſm, upon which account he 
hopes the errors in them will be overlooked by 
the public, and particularly by thoſe who 19 55 
already patronifed him. 

They are deſigned to lead men to an exami- 
nation of the heart for awakening ſinners— for 
the encouragement of every true chriſtian— 
and are calculated to recommend chriſtianity 
to the belief of all men, by bringing its truth to 

the teſt of their own conſciences and feelings. 
As it is to the kind ſolicitude of his friends 
he welfare of his, family, and from a per- 
ſuaſion which they entertained that theſe ſer- 
mons might be more extenſively uſeful were 
they publiſhed; (arguing juſtly, that ſermons 
founded on the goſpel plan, would, in a plain 
A2 | natural 
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) ness dreſs, have a happy tendency t to pro- 
mote the greatimereſts of religion and morality) 
Ae fays it 48. to theſe- benevolent ſuggeſlions 
that they owe their exiſtence: ſo—to their A i 

conſideration he ſubmits himſelf, whoſe con 

ſcending aid he has already experienced, and 
hopes for a continuance of the ſame. He can” 
| not omit this opportunity of returning his thanks 


to every one who have benevolently given their 


good wiſhes to his und ertaking, and farther 


begs. their future favours with intimation of 


ſuch ladies and gentlemen as deſire to have the 7 
work, addreſſed to him at Kingſton Croſs near 
| Portſmouth, 'or to the publiſher. 

ile (concludes with wiſhing every ah of 
dis publication, health and happineſs; and ” | 


his bountiful ſubſcribers in particular. 


He returns cordial thanks for all 8 . 


ſhewn him, and ſhall ever recollect them with. 


reſpect and gratitude; and may the Almighty 5 


Father, the God of benevolence, the friend of 


the deſtitute, the relief of the diſtreſſed, the ſup- 
port under affliction. the rewarder of patience, 


grant them—ſo to read us ae to 4g 
2 prayer of 11 5 F 
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Ties is no one place of ſcripture, no one 


context in the hole bible, that doth ſo fully treat 
of and expreſs the doctrine of the Lord” $ Suß pper, 


and our duty in relation to it, as doth, this a 


The Apoſtle reproves the Corinthians, like a | 
faithful paſtor, for their foul diſorders, indecencies, 
and. abuſes of this ;facrament; for the remedying 
of which, he repeats to them the primitive inſti- 
tution of it, and our Saviour's ſtrict command. 
Do. this in ; remembrance of ne. F my which words | 


Ws propoſe to ew 0 


The matter or object of © our remembrance in 


this ſacrament. ; 
manner of i it; viz. how we muſt perform | 


and, manage this commemoration of Chriſt and | 


death. 1 Tg 


And to o conclude with a few ne ny 1 
And firſt—The Lord Jeſus being to ay. down 


kis life, and depart out of this world, bequeaths 


this ordinance. to his church, as the token and 
pledge of his. deareſt affection and memorial of 
himſelf: Like a loving dying huſband, that ſhould 
leave to his beloved ſurviving ſpouſe, ſome ring, 


wk picture, or other 57 ck and charge 
her 
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1 2 for his ſake to keep and v wear it, and Look 
often upon it, to preſerve the thoughts of his 
memory freſh, vigorous and lively upon her mind. 
And as a loving and loyal wife, would ſurely put 
the higheſt eſtimate and value upon ſuch à gift 


and remaining legacy of Her deceaſed huſband, 


a n 8 


and preſerve it charily and conſtantly in obedience 


to his laſt requeſt and deſires . ſo ſhould all chriſt. 
ians moſt highly eſteem and value this ordinance, 
and often ſolemnize it to the remembrance of thei 
gearelt Saviour and Redeemer; being his laſt will 
and appointment. But to ſpeak wore fully to thĩs 
point, two things offer themſelves" "ts our conſi- 
deration i in the explication of it. inch 
"IE The matter or object of this Ibn. a 
Tos objed of theſe fäcred myſteries, in, the 
| Lord Jeſus Chriſt; Who is the kernel and ſubſtance 
: of all kHieraments, and the whole covenant of 
race,” "Dothis in renenbranct of me. But thus 
the perſon of Chriſt be, as I may ſay, the total and 
x; Fon ns ſubject, yet the prineipal and mote pe- 
_ cial ſubject of this commemoration, is his paſſion; 
42 the Apoſtle prefently after expounds' it; apply- 
ing it | peculiarly to the death of Chriſt; faying, | 
That it is a hhewing forth of bis death till be come.” 
So. then, we are, in the celebration of this 
ſacrament, to remember Chriſt as dying, bleeding, 
crucified, for us. We muſt not ſolemnize this 
ſacrament for its -own "ſake, nor think that God 
will. be pleaſed, or our ſouls edified in grace, by 
| the opus VR alk, the bare outward, carnal ob. 
ten but we muſt, together with the outward 
folemnity, have a cordial reſpect to our  Erucified 
Saviour. We mut look beyond the outward 
2 75 | viſible 
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viſible elements and ceremonies of the Sacrament, | 


and ſee him by faith who is inviſible, even Chriſt 
and his benefits. All the deſires of our ſouls ſhould 
be towards him, and the remembrance of his name. 
More particularly in the ſerious conſideration of 
the death of Chriſt, and devout remembrance of 
his paſſion, let us endeavour to meditate and fix 
our minds diſtinctly, eſpecially upon theſe things 


1. The bitterneſs af his death and paſſion: 


which was indeed, heavy and terrible, beyond all 
expreſſion or apprehenſion. This was foretold by 
the Prophets, that he ſhould ſuffer grievous tor- 
ments. He was deſcribed by them as a man of 
ſorrow, and acquainted with grief. How dreadful 
were. thoſe ſufferings which the hiſtories of the 
holy Evangeliſts do repreſent to, and aſſure us of, 
in the breakings, and woundings, and ſcourges, 
and crowning, and piercings of his body; beſides 
the ſhame and pain of his cruel, ignominious, and 
accurſed death which he ſuffered! And yet, if we 


conſider and rightly underſtand the nature of his. 


__ inward ſorrows, and the agonĩes of his ſoul, we 
mall find , his. ſufferings much more aggravated. 
For the paſſion of his ſoul, was the ſoul of his 
Paſſion. He was amazed with fear and encom- 
paſſed with ſorrow, the moſt tormentful paſſions. 
The pangs of death compaſſed him, and the pains 


of Hell gat hold upon him: and no wonder, for 


he conflicted and ſtruggled with the wrath of God, 
and the terrors of Hell. The weight and burden 
of his Father's wrath againſt our ſins, which he 


took upon him by imputation, ſo heavily oppreſſed 


his ſoul—This was the ſting of his puniſhment; 
that which made the cup ſo bitter, and that made 
B 2 him 


55 oy 
him, *s r to + Hephegate it. A de 
heavy. for the ſtrongeſt angel to bear; which would 
have cruſhed him into nothing, or fink him into 


Hell: for it made him, who Was God 25 well as 


man, ſanctified with the ſpirit, ſupported with 


the Deity, comforted by angels, ſweat ſuch a fweat, 
as never man ſweat; drops of blood; and ina 
when he was alone, and no band touched him, 
: but! his own thoughts and the * ExpeRarion' of what 
54 he was to ſuffer, - 


* 


The outward impulſive cauſe of his i: 
285 our ſins, &c. That he was wounded for our 
tranſgreſſi ons, and bruiſed fof our fins, were the 
cauſe of his ſufferings; the nails which faſtened 


him to the croſs; the ſpear which pierced his 
ſide. He was made a ſin- offering for us. He was 


cut off; but not for himſelf. No! for he knew no 


fin. He ſuffered not as an evil doer, but for us 


who were the evil doers. Thus we ſhould confider 


 Chiift's Death conjunctly with our ſins, for which 


he ſuffered and died. 
3. The inward moving cauſe: vis. his own 


love. Greater love than this hath no man; that a 
man lay down his life for his friend :—But herein 


appears the admirable love of Chriſt, that he laid 
down his life for his enemies; ſinners. It was the 
love of Chriſt which conſtrained him to ſuffer. 


His love to miſerable ſinners was ſtronger than 
death. 


When you come then, to this Sa- 
crament, forget not the love of your Redeemer, 


that prevailed with him to die, that you might 
live; to ſuffer the pains of death and undergo the 
burden of infinite wrath, that he might ranſom 


and deliver you from that miſerable eſtate, wherein 
your 


fir 
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your fins held you; making you liable to eternif - 
damnation. Forget not the love of Chriſt, who 
fo loved you, and gave himſelf for you; who loved 


you, and wafhed you in his blood. | 
r 4. The effects and benefits of his Geath. Fot 
chris death was not only exemplary, but alſo 
beneficial to us. Indeed he ſuffered for us, 
leaving us an emp le that we ſhould follow his 


ſteps: to teach us with patience and conſtancy to 
bear the wrongs and injuries of an evil world. 
But this was not the only end of his death, to be 
an example to us hut to purchaſe ſeveral rare and 


admirable benefits for us, the meritorious effects 
of his ſufferings: as, the forgiveneſs of fins, and' 
- reconciliation to God, the ſandtification” of our 
hearts, and lives, and everlaſting life and glory. 

We fhould then remember, that this Sacrament 
is not only a ſign, or repreſentation of Chriſt's 

ſufferings, bur alſo, a ſeal; or confirmation of the 


precious benefits thereby procured to us; a- — 


1. 'Remifſfion of fins, and reconciliation to God. 
When we ſee the bread broken, and take and eat 
it, we muſt remember, not only the bitter death 
of Chrift, but alſo the precious fruit of it, the 
ſatisfaction of Divine juſtice for our fins: and ſo, 
when we take the cup and drink it, we muſt not 
only remember that Chriſt ſhed his blood, but alſo, 
the end and effect of it, for the remiſſion of ſins. 
Remember, that Chriſt's death vas a ranſom for 


thy fins. He died unto fin. Rom. vi. 10. Not 


as believers are ſaid to die unto fin, to ceaſe from 
ſin, but to expiate fin, and take away iniquity. 
Remember, that we are reconciled to God, by tlie 
death of Chriſt. He ſuffered for our ſins, that, 
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vy removing of FI be winde bring us to God. 
The chaſtiſement of our peace was upon him. 
2. Sanctification of our hearts and lives. A! 
Chriſt gave himſelf to redeem us from all iniquity, 
ſo alſo, to purify to himſelf a peculiar people zea- 
lous of good works. The influence and effect of 
his death, is not to be reſtrained only to the re- 
moval of ſin, in its puniſhment, but it reaches 
alſo, to the ſubduing of fin in its power. He gave 
himſelf ſor his church, that he might ſanctify and 
dcleanſe it. That he might ſanctify the people 

Vith his on blood, be ſuffered without the 
gate. Remember then, that the body of Chriſt 
is broken for. you, to deſtroy the body of ſin in 
you; and that his blood is ſhed for you, to waſh 

away . the. filth, of fin from your | ſouls; that 
Be died to fn, that you 
teouſneſs.. 

8 Redemption to gn life and glory. The ä 
everlaſting liſe and glory of his people, was the 
end and purchaſe of Chriſt's death and ſufferings. 
He vas liſted up upon the croſs, that whoſoever 
believeth on him, ſhould not periſh, but have ever- 
He ſuffered for us, that we might 
reign with him. He ſuffered death, the wages of 
our ſins, that he might procure us the gift of God, 
eternal life. Remember then, when you take the 
bread, that living bread which came down from 
Heaven, of which, he that eateth ſhall live for 


_ laſting life. 


ever. 


„nicbt, live to eb 


And thus much for the matter or object of our 
remembrance i in this Sacrament. 


- Now followeth the manner of it; how ve muſt 


(7) 


perform and manage this' commemoration of Chriſt | 


and his death. 
Now this confiſts in a ſerious Oy" inns 


meditation, and diſtin@ application of the perfor 


of Chriſt and his paſſion, with relation to thoſe 
ſeveral particulars before mentioned; viz. the 
nature of bis death; and the motives of it; our 
great miſery, and his greater mercy, and the gra- 


cious glorious ends arid effects of it; and in the 


exerciſe of inimitable graces. 8 that we are to 
remember Chriſt and his death in this Sacrament, 
not only with a dogmatical remembrance reſting 
in the ſpeculation or a general aſſent, but alſo, 
with a practical, applicative, energetical remem- 
brance that may influence and work upon the 


affections, and engage our ſouls in the exerciſe 


and employment of ſuitable graces and duties. 
Obſerve we then, theſe ſeveral properties of this 
our commemoration of Chriſt and his benefits. 


1. It muſt be à faithful remembrance, or rel. 


membrance of faith. And to this end, to excite 
our faith, are thoſe ſele& goſpel texts preſcribed 
to be read in the office of the /Communion.— 
Come unto me; all that travel and are heavy laden, and 
Twill give you veft. So God loved the wworld; that be 
gave his only begollen ſon, that whoſoever believeth in 
bim, ould nt periſh,” but have everlaſting Tife.—- 
This is a faithful ſaying; and wortby of all aeceptation, 


that Feſus Chris came into the world, to fave. finers. 


1f any man ſin; we bave an advocate with the Father, 


Jesu, CDi be righteous, and be is \the propitiation 


for bur ft. We ſhould actuate and exerciſe our 
faith in this ordinance, wherein as it were, before 
our Fees, Jefus Chriſt is 3 ſet forth cru- 
cified 


> 3 
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gb us. Behold him though n not e ä 
real preſence viſible to the eye of ſenſe, et really _ 


| and ſpiritually preſent with an eye of faith, which 


of things not feen. The weakneſs 
of. our faith. is very much 47 N by theſe ſenvble | 


ſigns: For our ſpirits being ſo immerſed in mat- 


ter, and converſant about corporeal objects, and 


leſs able to diſcern ſpiritual things, things remote 
from ſenſe; therefore:God is pleaſed, for. the, aſſiſt- 
ng and ſtrengthening of our faith, to appoint ſuch 
ſenſible ſigns and ſymbolical actions, to be as 
mediums to convey ſuch ſpiritual benefits to our 
faith and apprehenfions., 4 10 Roald 515 
Chriſt was, promiſed, and his ſufferings. AY | 
figured: beſdre his coming, by ſenſible types and 
figures, in ſacrifices, &c, | In his paſſion, his na- 
tural, body! was viſibly offered up on the..croſs, | 
which now, after, his aſcenſion, is, according to 
his inſtitutioa, rapreſented in the viſible ſigus of 
bread and wire Re 10 actions pf this | 
or pe 5 id © 6. ind ome 
\ Now ſince Chriſt, hugs l cadence 
our .capucities;)to 1mprovezpur dull apprehenſions, 
and memories, by ſuch connatural objects and ſen- 
ſtble helps, let us ſtir up our faith in this ſacra- 
mental commemoration, and f our! eyes upon 
Chriſt and him erueified, and our hearts too, by 
a confidential remembrance... of bis ſufferings. 
Conſider and believe, his might, and mercy, - his 
power and ability, and his willingaeſs and readi- 
neſs to ſave us in particular. When thou ſeeſt 
the bread broken, ſet faith on work, and look on 
Chriſt, his body broken and wounded, for thy 
tranſgreſſions; and let thy -foul; like the dove, 
| a . make 


| 
; 
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take Ber- nell, in the deifts uf this nnn. 


wounds of thy: bleſſed Redeemer. 
When thou ſeeſt the wine podrent out, 10 a 


faith, and apply the blood of Chriſt to thy ſou}, that 
teconoiling, that juſtifying; that pacifying, that 


pardoning, that ſanctifying, that purging, that 
cleanfing mortify lug blood, that ſpeaks better 
things than that of Abel. Take that bread and 
feed on it by faith, to the ſpiritual fprinkling of 

thy heart: Drink that cup to make it ſpiritually 
chearful. Open thy mouth wide in the exerciſe 


of faith, and Chriſt will fill it. + Open the gates of 


faith; the: everlaſting doors of your ſouls, and the 


king of glory will come in. This is the mouth of 


the; ſoul by which it feeds upon Chriſt, ſacra- 
mentally exhibited in the elements of thread and 
wine, by which it cats his bread and drinks his 


blood. This is, as it were, the digeſting faculty 


of the ſoul, working ſo effectually, that Chriſt 
becomes our ſpiritual nouriſhment, and we are 


made by it, fleſh of his fleſh, and bone of his bones. 


The ordinances and elements are dead things, 
without the ſpirit of faith: This animates and en- 
livens them; and makes them beneficial. What 
ia ãt to believe that Chriſt died without an applica- 
tory faith to the remiſſion of thy fins? The devils 
believe ſo much and yet tremble. No: in this 
lies the comfort of the remembtance of Chriſt's 
death, and the fruit of this holy ordinance, in the 
fiducial recumbence of the ſoul upon Chriſt, and the 
particular application of the purchaſe of his death, 
in the . effects and benefits. thereof. So then; re- 


member Chriſt in this ſacrament, by a lively faith, 
ond thou wilt experience the comfort of it. Fix 


C | then 


0 5 | 
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25:4; Our 9 5 4 Death of Chtiſt 


oy muſt be a (remembrance of repentance. It muſt be 


attended iwith heatty ſorrow for our ſins, the cauſe 
of it, and eiſtire batte of, and, ts Abi 


teſolution aglinſtahbem. f cnet 
5, We ſhguld mourn in our nch 201 


Ine vety elements and ſtars ſhewed compaſſion | 


when he fuffered; and ſhould not we, for whom only 
he ſuffered? /We ſhould ſurely look upon Chriſt; as 
bearing aur ſins upon the tree, and dying for our 
offences. And our eyes ſhauld affect our hearts 


with contrition and ſorrow. When we look upon 


him whom we ha ve pierced, we ſnould mourn and 


be in bitterneſs, as one in bitterneſs ſor bis firſts. 


born. We ſhould remember, together with the 
death of Chriſt, our ſins which were the ſad cauſe 
of it? and then pour out our ſouls in us; ſhedding 
tears for thoſe ſins, for which he ſhed his blood. 
And to this purpoſe is deſigned tliat pathetic ge- 


neral confeſſion, ordered to be uſed in the commu- 


nion office. Our ſouls ſhould be heavenly afflicted, 
when ur remember how he was afflicted, and his 
foul heavy to the death. Again 


2. As we ſhould thus lament for our insg. by: 


which we have-flain the:Lord of Life; ſo ſhould 
we loath, deteſt, and reſolve to crucify them that 


ha ve fo, provoked God and crucified our deareſt 
RNedeemer. When Cæſar's bloody robe was 
brought into the forum, or place of public con- 
courſe, the remembrance. of his cruel death was 
ne. ſo refreſned upon the memories of the 


people, 
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dupa and did ſo affect their hearts with'grief 
and indignation,” that, being incenſed-with fury; 
they attempted to ſer on fire the houſes of his con- 
ſpirators and murderers—A nd ſhould not then the 
pious: remembrance” of our Saviour's moſt bitter 


death for our ſins, as effectually work upon our 


hearts, to provoke us to juſt indignation and re- 


a venge, upon thoſe his bloody enemies that mur- 


dered him? O let us, remembering the death of 


Chriſt, abhor the deceitful pleaſures of ſin, which 


made him drink that bitter cup of wrath, even to 


the dregs. Let us ſtab the wicked luſts of our 


hearts, that ſtabbed him to the heart. The death 


of Chriſt for our ſins, is the moſt powerful motive 
to repentance; to ſorrow for ſin and hatred of it. 
Let us then, always bear about with us in our 


hearts and meditations, the dying of the Lord 
Jeſus; but eſpecially, when we come to the Lord's 
Table, where we are to ſhew . the Lord's n 
oe eaſſoned by our ſins. | 
3. It muſt be a remembrance of love 105 FW 
Love bath a magnetic virtue to attract any inge- 
nuous ſoul. The remembrance therefore of the 
infinite love of Chriſt, in dying for us »that we 
might live through him; in enduring the heavy 
puniſhment of our iniquities, that we might enjoy 
the happy fruits of his merits, cannot chooſe. but 


provoke returns of love, from every gracious in- 


genvous hearts. that they ſhould love him, becauſe 
he firſt loved them. Our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, to 


teſtify his love to us, hath given his body and 


blood to be eaten and drunk by us, by faith, that 


he might live and dwell in us, and we in him. 


Let us then, by a fetvent remembrance of love to 
ola C 2 him 
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kim dying for us, ſtir up our ſpiritual appetites io 
receive his body and blood iH this ſacrament: ſo 
to arrive at à moſt intimate union, which love 


always breathes aſtrert. The death of Chriſt, as it 


| was precious in the worth and value of it, and 
_ efficacious in the procuring of our redemption; ſo 


ſhould it be precious to us, in our eſteem and re- 


membrance: It ſhould draw forth our love to 
him, which will beget deſires and breathings after 


him, and longings'to have ſpiritual gracious com- 
munion with him here, _ irhmediate _—_ 
fruition of him hereafter; - | 
4. Ir ſfiould be a joyful ia, rent 
We ſhould have mixt affections in this onthe 
nance. As we ſhould, in remembrance of Chriſt's 


Death, exerciſe ſorromw for our fins, the deſerved 
tanſe of it—<ſo we ſhould exeite our je for our 


redemption; the deſerved ofe# of it. - Surely, did 
we well underſtand the-purchaſe of Chriſt's death, 
the mercy of our redemption, the remembrance of 
it would fill us with joy unſpeakable. Did we 
taſte the ſweetneſs of this merey, we ſhould rejoice 
in the commemoration of Chriſt's death on this 
account; and when we eat his fleſh and drink his 
blood, our fouls ſhould be NOR Wed 
and fatneſs. Again, 
35 It muft be'a ks eee 
As we muſt rejoice in our tedemption, ſo muſt 


we be thankful to our redeemer. We muſt mag - 


nify God for the benefit of his fon, and the ſtuit 
thereof communicated to us, and praiſe his holy 


hate.” Whatſoever confiderations have à juſt ten- 
dency to provoke thank fulneſs, they meet together 


in the ns commemoration of Chriſt's death, and 
enforce 
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| Wann Whether we woher ie 
Frentneſs of our miſery, from which we were de- 
livered by n, the greateſt of evils, ſin, and hell 
| of, the greatneſs: of the benefits obtained by | it, 
righteouſneſs and eternal life ; or the dignity of our 
redeemer, the glorious excellency of his perſon, 
the ſon of God and brightneſs of his father's glory. 
bloathed with robes of holineſs. and majeſty z of, 
the manner and meaſure of his ſufferings, humbling 
himſelf even to the death at the croſs; or, laſtly; 
what vile wretched unworthy creatures we are, for 
whom he gave hitaſelſ to death: In all theſe re- 
gatds we have infinite cauſe of everlaſting thank» 
- fulneſs. Let us then remember Chriſt's death 
with hearty. praiſe and thankfgiving. The grace 
of thankfulneſs js ſingularly uſeful in this holy 
ſacrament, and may by no means be neglected: Is 
is and ſhould be, 4, principal part of our devotion 
in this ordinance, which. hath from hence the de- 
nomination of the Euchariſt, as it is often ſtiled by 
the antients, and therefore the apoſtles call it 
Tie  Gup Blaſing, becauſe when we take this 
cup of ſalvation we ſhould then praiſe the nant 
of the Lord. Let us then lift up our heatts and 
give thanks unto the Lotd in this ſacramental com- 
memoration, according to that pious form uſed 
in the.ancient liturgies, uſefully retained in ours, 
wherein the prieſt calls upon the people, ſaying, 
Lift up ybur hearts, who anſwer, Ve lift them up 
fo the: Lord.) Prieſt. Let us give thanks lo our Lord 
| nn It is meet and right ſo 10 d %. 
6. It ſhould be a remembrance of prayer. 
The holy ſacrament ſhould be received with prayer 
as REG thankſgiving. When the bockt had 
| directed | 


| 41 ) 
Ran inguning ee cke les 
ral parts of the armour of God, a8 the ſhield of 


flith, breaſtplate of rightouſneſs; 8 


helmet of ſal vation, ſword of the ſpirit, &c. he 


ſuper-adds to theſe the grace and duty of prayer, 
as of general uſe and influence upon the whole, 


So here, in this celebration of Chriſt's/Death; e 
ſhould exerciſe faith, repentance, love, joy, and 


ſhould be as the channel of all our devotions. We 


ſnould dart up frequent ejaculations of prayer as 


well as praiſe to the throne of grace, when we 


come to the table of the Lord. rr . 
fore receiving, to this and the like effet— - 


Lord, thou" haft ſaid he that eateth. thy feb = 


drinketh thy blood hath eternal life.—Behold the ſer- 


vun / F the Lord—Be'it unto me according to 1h 
word.” So at the receiving of the bread; after ſome 
fuch manner—By thy crucified body deliver me from 


the body of drath. And at receiving the cup=0 


tet this blood of thine purge my conſrience from dead 


wort, 10 ſerve the living God. Soafter receiving 
Bleſſed be the Lord, even the Grd of my (ſalvation; 

 Prengtben me, O Lord, by thy grace, and let me no 
more returniunto folly. I bave ſworn and am ftrads 
Jufſiiy purpoſed to keep thy righteous judgements. O 


bold thou * - going in thy Nen that my foo(fleps 


ip nt. 1 % d ista 
Thus the; whole of this 3 ſhould: be 


performed and managed in a mixt ſort; as with 
mixt affections of joy and ſorrow, ſo with · mia 
duties of prayer and praiſe: praiſe and thankſpiving 

for this ineſtimable mercy, ſo great ſalvation; and 
prayer and ardent petitions for the „„ 2 
to our own fouls. 


rn 


thankfulneſs,' managing them with prayer. This 
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ter. For inſtruction concerning the 3 


' this ordinance.” The excellency of the, duty and 


the difficulty of its uſe. The excelleney of it ap- 
pears from the end and object: For the more no- 
ble the end and object of any action is, the more 


noble is that action. Now the great object of this 


ſacrament is Chriſt, who is moſt precious to be- 


lie vers; their life and. joy: and the great end of it 
is the remembrance of him and his death, and the 
excecding riches of his ineſtimable love in oh 
redemption, the moſt refreſhing; and co 

cunſideration in the world. —And' 1 then again, 


as there is ſuch excellency in this ordinance, which 


ſhould: perſuade us to come willingly and gladly, 
to it, ſo there is. difficulty in the worthy per- 
formance of it; ſeeing it requires not only a- ſlight, 
gene tal, tranſient, unaffecting commemoration, 
but a ſerious and holy exerciſe of ſeveral, graces, 
duties, and mixt aſfections as were ſnewn before, 
which ſhould make us very heedful in it, to with 
draw our hearts from all diverſions, and to unite 
therm in an holy diligence of devotion, and, as much 
LINEN practice of thoſe graces. 
and duties: Ar noi mebes the Ani: bam at 
U — of the negligence and forma» 


lity of ſueh as come to this ſacrament, without due: 


regard had to this great end of it, and the ſerious 
holy management of their hearts in it. Beloved, 

L hope: better things of you but ſurely there are 
too many perſons that come to the Lord's table, 
without conſidering, as they ought, the great end 
for which they ſhould come; even the remembrance 


yet but a in a looſe, eaſy manner, not fixing their 


21 To" 


of Chriſt. and his death; or, if they do think of ity 


Sete in Ba Geriouſneſrarfvilia5cRingUh- 


rvemerbrance of Chriſt and his death faithfully in 


in meditating our redemption, the purchaſe af his 
precious duet and de enlarged in praiſe ahd 


nb) 


ſvrarions,>avr ſtriving 10cxeitiſe. fich, repens" 


tage, ind aher graces, ſo vigoroully a puer 
fully as is their duty and concerhment inthe cele- 


 bration of this facrament. Now when perſonꝭ are 


nige and gbghxent, as in their preparations for 


itzaſo li the performance of thle holy ordinancr, 
they freftrate' che great end of it, the due comme 


rotation of Chriſt, and make it fruitleſs to them - 
ſeiees. The they rective /actamentam, yet not ren 
ſacraments.” They go away wich the ſhell without 
the kernel They eateh at the ſhadow and looſe 


the fubſtance. They partake uf the elements and 
out wurd viſihle fgus, eee he 


benefits and invard'viſible grace. 
Ie 3. Exhortation to diſcharge this 66 


this holy Tactament; Let us then rouſe and awake 


our /hearts'anl graces: Nie up fair in lively acting 


on the merits of his death: draw Aorth repentance 


in holy mournimg for our fins and provoke and 
enflimeour love to him by the gonſideration of hit 


unpara Neted love. Let our hearts rejoiee and exuk 


thankſpivings.” Let our ſbols breathe after him, 
and afcend up to him, in zenlous affections and 
ardent prayers; and earneſt deſires to the remem- 
branee of his name. And indeed, where ean;ydu 
better beſtow the al! of your hearts and ſoula, aba 


” upon your loving dying Saviour? What ohject 


is there that we ſhould: more delight to remember 
and meditate upon, and take more ſatisfactian in 


_ the 3 Let us exereiſe ourſel ves 


often, 


im, 
and 
un 
pou 
Naw 
ect 
ber 
in 
ves 
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has remembrance of him; but eſs 
-pecially let our ſouls feed on him by ſweet repaſts 
and meditations of faith; love, and defire, when 
we come to this holy ſypper ; that ſo, it may be 
a bleſſed fdretaſte and earneſt of our future cele- 
. bration of that glorious PER TP of - 

; The lamb to all eternity. 


For hich ” of his . a e us all, Amen, 
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ſelves; we take up with unworthy or ps: | 
apprehenſions of religion: and hence it comes to 
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T would be one great ſtep to our improvement 
1 religion, if we could once eſtabliſh in our minds 
a juſt and true notion of the nature and extent of 
its precepts. If we could diveſt ourſelves of all the 
prejudices which diſcourage us from. the practice, 
of our duty, and behold religion in that amiable 
light in which the ſcriptures have recommended 
it to our practice. A juſt conception of the plea- 
ſures and beauty of holineſs would effectually en- 
gage our obedience, and teach us to conſider chriſ- 
tianity as a ſyſtem of morals, which it is our 
happineſs as well as our duty to obſerve. 

But the misfortune is, we impoſe upon or- 


paſs, that it ſo ſeldom reaches the heart, ſo br | 
influences our life and condut, - | 

Amongſt all the prejudices which the great ene- " 5 

my of ſouls has ſuggeſted to us againſt God and | 9 8 5 
his dealings with men, there is ſcarce any which | 
has had ſo fatal an influence as this perſuafion— | 
that chriſtianity expoſes us to hardſhips and diffi- | 
culties, more and greater, than would otherwiſe 


befall us—That it declares wat againſt our natural 1 J 
affections, and dooms us to a rigorous abſtinence 5 
| from all the comforts and enjoyments of life. 


This 


/ 


e Cap 
b reflection is of all others the moſt diſreliſh=. 
ing and ungrateful to the heart of man. He' ſtarts. 
back with horror at the melancholy doctrine ß 
ſielſ-denial. We complain it lays a reſtraint on 
human nature too heavy for us to bear: and there- 
ſore can by no means reconcile ourſelves to what 
10: appearance, is 10 great an enemy to our plea- 
ſures. 
And yet ahi; we read, is the diſtinguiſhing 
| cliaracteriſtic of a real chriſtian, This, we are 
taught, is the indifpenfable condition of aur ad- 
miſſion into the number of Chriſt's difciples: and 
that our whole life muſt be a perpetual conflict with 
fleſh and blood, and: a kind of ſpiritual warfare. 
againſt ſin, the world, and the devil... _ 
This, we think, is an hard ſaying. We think it, 
hard to be obliged to throw off our very ſelves, and: 
bid defiance to our nature, by a, perpetual appoſi- 
tion to our ſtrongeſt appetites and deſires... It is 
wich abhorrance we think, of thwarting (what. 
above all things we love) ourſelves; and the ſtrong- 
eſt motives are unable to prevail upon us, to abjure 
the delights and amuſements of the world, in the 
midſt of all the opportunities of enjoyment. 
The maxim, which I have choſen to employ 
your thoughts upon, ſeems to afford a fair and na- 
ftural occaſion of examining this melancholy no- 
tion of religion. The wiſe man, you ſee, repre- 
ſents it in a very different view; he aſſures us, 
that it affords delight and ſatisfaction, and recom- 
mends the practice of it from the, pleaſure that 
ende it. The words, if we carry our eye back 
to the 13 verſe, will appear to be ſpoken, concern 
og wiſdom —A. name Pac WAVEAthg wiſeſt of men. 
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here EI to fet before us teligion, as being . 


fully perſuaded in his own' heart, that the fear of 


the Lord, that is wiſdom, and to depart from 


evil, that is underſtanding: whilſt at the ſame 
time he teaches us (a truth Which” he had learut 
himſelf from his on experience) that this like- 


wiſe, whatever we may think, will afford I 


- lure and delight. 10 
Her ways art ways-of pleaſuntneſr. 

vou will naturally expect, that from theſe eee 

T-ſhould diſcourſe to you of all the pleaſures of re- 

ligion. A ſubject fo delighitful, that it could not 


but engage your attention; and ſo uſeful that it 
_ would well deferve your moſt ſerious conſideration: 
but it is withal fo vaſt and comprehenſive, that it 
would be impoſſible, within theallotted time, tocon- 7 


ſider and purſue it through all its branches. Great, | 
no doubt, is the delight which the righteous man en- 
Joys from thoſe exalted ſpeculations which religion 
has opened to us. That unlimited extent of power, 
which out of nothing could produce this goodly 


ftame— that infinite wiſdom which ſees at one 


Mew, paſt, preſent, and to come—the immuta- 


bility both of the nature and promiſes of God—the 


wonders of his love to mankind, and the abyſs of 


- good that is in him, are ſubjects which muſt afford 
unſpeakable delight to the inquiſitive mind; and 


ful the pious ſoul with a pleaſure like that of 
angels. But, as it ſeems moſt agreeable to the 
wife man's deſign, and is beſides the moſt uſeful 
part of a diſcourſe on this point, to exhibit the 
prefent Joys, which reſult from an holy life, 1 
ſhall cbnfider the words before us in this fingle 


ibn of view, and confine myſelf to thoſe plea 
| eee 
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RY in particular which, artend the Pradlice of 


religion. Ke | id. hot 14 
. 1 might: begin Sicht abſoreing that: 


them. The great defect of all ſenſual delights is. 


this, that they naturally cloy and ſatiate. The. 
keenneſſ of deſire ſoon abates, and then all is ert | 
and unaffecting. Each ſucceeding amuſement 
is but cloying the ſickly luſt of a falſe. appetite. 
No a ſober and modetate uſe of the good things 
_ of this life (and which, by the way, is an eſſential 


part of the true religion) ſupplies this defect. It 


| preſerves. the. organs of ſenſe {which are the 


inſtruments of pleaſure) in their due purity and 


quickneſs: and by calling us off from enjoyment 
before it can ſatiate, makes it more delightful and 


affecting when we return to it again.— Thus, as 


the pleaſures of the world ſerve to refreſh us when 


we are weary, they never weary us aſter we are re- 
freſned. As it is only the abuſe of earthly enjoy- 


ments that make them ſinful, ſo ' tis this too, that | 
makes them leſs reliſhing and pleaſant.—Where 


the ſin begins, there the pleaſure. decreaſes and 
abates. The delights which the epicure enjoys, 
bear no proportion to thoſe of the temperate man 
the one riſes chearful and refreſhed: from ſup, 
plying: the calls of a regular appetite, his ſpirits 
enlivened and exalted, and all his faculties in their 
full ſtrength—the other, as ſoon. as the long fa- 


. tigue of ceremoney and. ſurfeir ends, loaths and 
nauſeates what he lately viewed with eagerneſs, 
and rapture: how heavily his life paſſes away, in a 
doaed: condition, between ſieeping and wakings 


% NN 
religion not 
only indulges us ig the free uſe of pleaſures that, 

affact the body, but likewiſe heigbtens and improves. 
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bis ini overcharged, tuning con- 
 fufed and ſtupified, his body filled with the ſeeds 


of lurking: Uifeaſes; that will tranſmit rottenneſs 


and miſery to his paſterity, and ſoon make him a 
eommon prey, himſelf, to worms And let him 
vdo fays there is an plea ſure in a debauch, con- 


vinee us that there is not inſinitely greater in a 


moderate ufe of that entivening vemety, which, in 
the language of the Royal Pfalmiſt;-mateis glad 
- the beurt ef nan. Indeed health is ſo neceffary; an 


_ Ingredient” in all our pleafures, that without it. 
neither riches nor hongurs, nor any thing elſe 


that the heart of man moſt paſſionately doats on, | 


car afford any fat iisſaction or joy. And ſurely no 
one wilt deny that a healthful and found ſtate of 
body, in an eminent degree, depends upon a diſ- 
ereet government of our paſſions, and a prudent 


and moderate enjoyment of the creatures which 
God has provided for the ſupport and comfort of 
mankind. The beſt natural conſtitution in the 


world cannot bear up under a perpetual round of 
intemperance and exceſs—diffoluteneſs and ſen- 
fuality will foon weaken and impair it—will dull 
and ſtupify every a p and make our r beſt. en- 
 joyments flat and languid. 


and vrvacity peculiar to the truly religious foul, 
that ſweetens all bis pleaſures, and makes all the 
ckions and perceptions of his life pleafant and de- 


3 True piety exalts and purifies the ſpi- 


tits, and difpels that melancholy and lumpiſhneſs: 
of foul, which renders a man incapable of enjoy- 
ing himfelf or any one elſe / It is the bread of life, 
which "refreſhes and Arengrhens a religious man's. 
N beart; 
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eg it the Wide Which infuſcs into him a 
Kind ot alacrity and gaiety of humour, and, is, ay 


it were, the oil of N to make him a cheats 
Tal countenance; "6 „ 117, 03498 * 3 

Let us rat and Ata W e we — * 
indeed the ren ſoning of the epicure in St. Paul. 
And4wretched rea ſoning it was to make the ſhort. 
neſs of human liſe an argument for debauchery, 
when that very debauchery itſelf is thę cauſc of 
ſhortening it. 1 

ut further; religion not only re the ” 
tisfaQtions of human liſe, but ſupplies us likewiſc 
with the means of proguring, them. — It has a na- 


tural tendency to improve our worldly circum- - 


| Nances, and affords us the beſt! aſſurance of proſ- 
perity in life. This might, in a great degree, be 
collected, even from experience; for how rarely do 
ve ſee the righteous forſaken; or his ſeed begging 
their bread. If the world/affords ſome inſtances 
of diſtreſſed virtue, it may, perhaps, be ſo con- 
trived by the wiſe diſpoſer of all events, either to 
try their patience and exerciſe their humility, or 


to divert their minds from this world unto a bet- | 


. ter; that they might not take up their reſt on this 
FF e be grave, and think it en them 2912 
But 2 . virtue may not perhatis always 
Far cage man from want; though in the diſpoſitions 
of Providencethere will be ſometimes one event to 
the righteous and the wicked, yet this is an undoubr- 
ed truth, that the good man, ſuppoſing him in equal 
circumſtances with others, ſuppoſing him to enjoy 


the ſame; advantages, the ſame concurrence. of 
events with the reſt of mankind, has by much the 


: faireſt proſpect of ſucceſs in this world. 
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5 med. eber part we mall act on ce; Hage of 


nue is not always in oer power-it depbndt 


| mortal life; inſtructs him to cut off all profuſion 


chiefly on the choice of othets, on the condition 
and quality in which we are born; or other acti 
dental circumſtances, to which WE ourſr lues con- 
tribute nothing. But ſo far as the ſucceſs bf our 
purfuits, in the ſtatioꝝ allotted to us, can be de. 
termined by out o enden vours, it is certain that 
the beſt expedient to obtain it, is ſerious ow. 
tice of religion. IT EATTSTTON 
For he; Who in the language" of the: proplier, 
walkerh in the ſtatutes of life, as ſuch is poſſeſſed 
of all the qualifications ve ufualty eſteem fer. 
viceable, in che purtuits of worldly intereſt; It is 
ſober and regular life, as It diſpela the clouds thar 
arife from the fumes of luſt and paſſion, keeps his 
underſtandifg clear, and all his faculties in their 
full vigour. The geſigning part of mankind (who 
le in wait to make the advantages of the follies 
and Infirmities of others) have no opportunities of 
furprizing Him in an ungvarded hour, and impoſ. 
ing upon his weakneſs. He can look forward into 
the conſequenees of things, can repteſent vat ia 
future und to come, as preſent, or for ever paſt. 
He can deliberate with calmneſs, can determine 
with prudenee, and tranſact with - caution. In a 
word he has the faireſt chance to diſcern clearly, 
| Weid His advantage” lies, ito find out the beſt 
means of obtaining it; and to execute thoſe-mitans 
With fuccefs. And then his prudence keeps him 
upprehenſſve of the changes and chances of this 


and extravagance, and provide againſt future 
wants and calamaties. His Humility cloatha him 
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n. Shen and eaſi rate. — freak 
far higy..though a heat, yet 2, modeſt and frugal 
table: Hig-argndance an dhe particular employ- 
went of his life, ( duty which the goſpel charges 
upon out conſv iences. which, it requires of us, ef 
only. for our on. bug fe God's ſake) keeps him, 10 
afichaſe. unneceſſary. expences, into which idleneſs 
micht betray him. And agen which, fins 
ſeparable. from religion never lets him feel how 
_ caſtly. and expenſive intemperance and ſenſuality 
de, His integrity, ſecures him from the reſent- 
ment and ill offiges. which, fraudulent,” and deten n- 
ing wen dry upqn themſelves—ang his in en- 
ſive behaviour protects him { if it be poſſible, for 
the heſt of men, wholly to escape it) from, the 
whiſper that, walketk in darkneſs, and from. the 
Hanger, that deſtroyech at noon day. His. virtue 
"engages. the chengvolence. pf men and Angel le 
recumbency on the divine will Procures the hand 
* ,of Heaven to. his aſſiſtance and his readineſs t to 
-relieve.che neceſſities. of others will aſſure him of 
tte kind aſſiſtance and fervent. prayers 8 of all who 

are, truly good and pious; who,,in, all his endea- 

voufs and purſuits, Will. affectionately 1 bim 
Sosd luck in the pame of the Lard. 

Theſe are. virtues which are inſeparably Annen 
ta true and. unaffected. goodneſs, and Which vin 
greatly contribute ſo gur reſent intereſt, and well- 
"being in che ward. 

But if, through. the pride or perverſenels of 
Ar the croſs. circumſtances of his on parti- 
_ eular condition, or the commonaccidents that a at- 
nend pur Pilgrimage, in this vale of miſery, the re- 

E- - | ligious 


$8 4 +4 i 


46) 


"at difappoititthents, yer, under all diſaſters, he 


eie oys within, fatisfaction of mind and ſpitithal 5 
. al. Whatever the events of this life may be, 


* conſcientious diſcharge of his duty is a provi. 


or application of our fortunes! equal the ;neffable 5 


Jelight of doing good? Have we; by a ſeaſonable 


28 of chatity,” made che bleſſing of him that was | 


| ready to periſh come upon us? What ſelf congra- 
ö tulations ſpring up in the mind How do we par- 


dow's heart fo ſing for 36 R 
Even thoſe which men eſteem the n 


"and melancholy exerciſes of rellgion, are eric 


"vith ſolid and rationdl pleaſures. Have we with- 


flood a temptation or ſubdued'a/Rubbotn Juſt?'Ts 


there” any ſenſual pleafure'fike bat which ariſes 


e & 


luſts, ſo. no conqueſt is fo pleaſant, as that a man 
has over himſelf. To forgive an injury, (as much 


againſt the ſtream of nature as it ſeems) to the 
truly religious foul, will be'as much more plea- 


"fant, as it is more eaſy than to revenge if. It will 


"afford him a pleaſure ſolid and faſting; fuch a dne 
"as will aktend him Through life, and accompany | 


"ina man ſhould” a meet Lie hats — 


take in each ſatisfaction we give; and reteivea 
Lind of. relief ourſelves, whilſt we make the wi- 


in the heart from hence? As no contentions ate 
more commendable than thoſe we have with bur 


7 


him to the grave; and, on the bed of death, en- : 


 coutage.and ſupport his hopes of pardon from our 
heavenly Father,” who, as our blefſed Lord aſſiires 


us if we forgive men their treſpaſſes, will affo : 


Jorgivs us ours. Repentance itſelf, which implies 


_ a thorough 


ag a Brig his and minds. and . 
"conſequently muſt be a work of time and pains; 5 
as frightful an aſpect ac it bears, is attended with "308 
immodiate ea ſe and comfort, and opens, a way to: 
ſolid and certain happineſs. Ho ungrateful ſever, 
chin holy Jorrow-may appear. a good man enjoys 
infinitely more content and ſatisfaction in griev. 
ing for dis offenges, ban eng, "MOI URL ; 
ting them. $05 Oni 4d yr n ni = 
Kad if eee ee of. Wine an A 
freſhes the mind, how muſt the calm conſcience 
of .a-whole-lifo ſpent in the ſervice af God, and . 
| thejtare of aur ſouls, ereate a Rind oſ heaven, in 
. - ouribreaſts; and gives us an anticipation of the 
kappineſs/above-: This is 2 perpetual. ſource, of 
peace and, joy. Like the dew,of heaven, it, is 5 
weren in a ſudden, ſhort - effuſion, but ſheds . 
ieſelf) abroad wich a, calm and regular; influence, = 
aud eqntinues 2 euer opt ot Ming 
| fraſument. 311 en mid bib 25 POL 
_ Moſt: of aur other pleaſures are circumſcribed 5 
within tho preſent minute; "They, excite. anly, e e 
tianſiant : thort: ſenſation, and; then vaniſh like 
abe morning vloud.; and are. -as if they had never 
bern. He they carry jwith them no appendant 
ching} if:chay..are not in their conſequences de- 
| tcitnentsl to our health, reputation;.or eſtate vet 
the carecof, acquiring and the apprebenſion of og 
doſing. her, ſour the enjayweng, of ghem while 
#hey-Jaſt;: and. when it. expires, remembrance | 
only makes us ſigh for their abſence, and the un⸗ 
eaſy) xeflecion; that they. arg paſt, caſſs a damp = LE”, 
| esrb. een e * 4 
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ne br Hing lived up to the Hictates of teuſon 
xd the precepts of religiot is derable und haſt 


ALEC EVE ares Wr ow dartes) Duri remains = 


ſtem und vely ufter bbnſtant enoyment.Llt will 


fand ne retr df che Riffcſtureview//andgrow ? 


and int fa ſe under rholight und reflection. alt dea 


he reich 6f Gurwatd'aceidents;'of the. havkrd 
2 f ature. bs Rum wor bien 01 koi 


But hat will farther" enhance che pleaſufe 


„ pien tir rigntecds mar perebslots foi a vefloc : 
tic ef s paſt Mie, 48 the jehfufuffurahteidf fan 
 Hppy'inlortality; which the conſclous reinem 
dralice ef hu geod and picus ałtions ogem to the 
id. And fg tial be bbſcrved; that chin Flori 
of Hope is itfelf the bet ingtedientf and the 


fiteſt fwutfdatibn of all nis Wppineſs: betbw. 
This will afford him eaſineſs in his expeQavions; 


BE 
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ke 


| ick thb altufhés Gilh ngrteonpaeiakd ſweetz 
Uh! © X fevtrfföf 46 gfent ahb r tiemor but 
1 — noble Contempt of rhis 


WON, 48 wilt nnr us 0k upbm All che difufferb 


Ak, With ene fdiktrencerur k get chüs barritg 


Men 6 


fp Ported the noble an 
V 


poet not, Rüe tue preGativik concurrent bun- 
certain events, but grows into the heavnÞoynnt - 


* I ry 
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td echte in Of HiSaHofirients: 1 Heheeſhd ene 
contige abt ſupport in His diftreſh, und a 
r toll the accidents and va mitder vr 
t Ache that c fal u i ch 
wiſdernelt 6f' mrro w, ſo bitter” au uhgratefull 


döt z G. 26918: 11503 201, tilt 27 enam Nino 


e wn tis joy fn Hope; "this aclig eta proſpect 75 


. eee tee 
db hichcthe firſticehriſtians Milk, preſerved in the 
| blackeft ſcenetn of harrory and ſuch will every 
pioub chriſtiag enjqy in the; moſt afflicting cir- 
ation af chat 


Is of our church, while the executioner himſelf. 


was ſeento tremblej7 this inſpired the martyrs with | 
calmneſs and compoſure of mind, under the moſt | 


dreadful tortures that the wit and malice of men 


| or devils could Ws »$6 dreadful indeed, that 


the manner only of dying was niſhment, 
22 the deliverance.” * N 


ad emen 


cumſtanets of lia: fam a 
eternal erh. of, glory; prepared for. him in the 


inbnite-goodneſ. he will the equal, to All che trials 


5 ihat may attend his) paſſage through this Vale of 
teure tb his proper home; che. Joyful expectation 
of his rend calm all- hig Briefs, and vi 


tears from his eyes When age 


away all tears 


fiekneſy in ll. remind him of his Frail and mortal 


ſtate, this will animate and ſupport his finking 


_ » ſpirits, and. in the hour of dearh. ſpeak peace to 
his departing; ſoul-;; Z {1 $113 10 Ant . 1 | 
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heavets.. Sam in the; PN of Almighty | 
pomtrp and aſſiſted with the gracious influence of 
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ting in their holy profeſſion, eham unbebteverb. 


They Want chat which weuld ſectleg fr, and end 
| to perſeeranse through the: rent. 
et dimculties and mare hips;: vie. A ſbosdſnuſt bes. 
| ou the Lord" Jer Chriſt: wc m aſſent id 


the veracity or truth of His gofpel- True faich 


dot wonder upheld and WWrelfyn the foul of ra = 


chriſtlan, againſt all the terrors and menauoes: of 


| the world.” He that it endbwed with this blefied 


Ate,” will Bor katie under the greateſt: adverſitys 


of the Mghtebils tnan's THR and wvonſtancy in his 


were righteous and deſpiſed others. Or only, 
in the account of other men as St. Paul, before 
his converſion was faid to be, touching the right- 


 eoufneſs which was in the law, blameleſs. But 
he that is ſo in God's fight, indeed, and in truth; 


NN righteouſneſs, and hath: the * 
N ouſneſs 


th 20, e nnen 57 
Eft (co dee 
| — dike 6668 denne med 


8 che apoftle mike here in my tot the means 


on Toqqut bus its Ii, ei 516 
e be d ü. i . 
The juſt, or the righteous man q nt he ο˙νοαν 
only ſo in his own conceit, as the phariſees were 
heretofore, who truſted in themſelves that they 


hy wr. 


* 


— of Chriſ nt Ans bigs n all tber 
believe are made holy, unblamable, and une 
provable in his fight, | So then, by the juſt man 
here we are to underſtand the true and ſincere 
chriſtian, in oppoſit ion to the hypocrite, he 
| ſeenis to be, What imtruth he is not... 
This man, the text ſays; ſhall lives that is; hall 
* ſuppott and hold himſelf, or live comſortably in 
| | all adverſities. Now a man is ſaid to live, or be 
alive when he enjoys himſelf, and his liſe is not 
a2 burden to him; ocherwiſe, liſe is worſe than 
death, And therefore Elijah in 4 great diſtreſs 
rtequeſted of God 16: take away his life. 1. 
e Enougb n O Lord dale my ile, for I am not 
Better num iyi father; And holy Job, in that 
diſmal complaint which he makes in the anguiſn 
and bitterneſs of his ſoul, chuſeth ſtrangling ad 
death rather than 4ife: Not only he that lives 
in Anful pleaſures] bot he that lives in ſor- 
to and under pain, is, as it were, dead whilſt he 
lives; Thus we read of Nabal, that his heart died 
vnbin him. But it is not thus with the true 
chriſtian: - Whatſoever tidings or troubles do 
reach his ear, or: pierce his heart, he lives in the 
5 them all. He is not diſtracted with 
fears, nor caſt down with heavineſs,' as they that 
are without hope. He does not faint under his 
burden, but both holds up and holds out, not- 
wWithſtanding the nnn he meets withg in 
Y e holy proſeſſion 

But whence, or how is it | you may ſay) that a 
dee lives ſo comfortably in all conditions. — 


"» 
do 


* 


* 


The anſwer to this we may learn from the laſt 
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promiſes of his goſpel to himſelf, and refti.upoy 


. | = 30 * Ws) 
Wotd of the tert g chat Which uptolds Rin in | 
Hie faith; whereby the applies Chriſt and the 


Him for the ſupply of all his wants; for afiſtance 


in temptatiobs, and delivrrance out of: all his 


troubles. Faith is of univenſa uſe, through the 


hole life af a chriſtian; in his outward; enjoy- 


ments, that they may be ſahctified m in all: his d u- 


ties and performances; that he may be accepted: 
but ehiefly, in his troubles and afflictiona, that he 


may be upheld and. ſupported: So that the text 


_ thus explained; sffords'us this ſingle obſervatiop, 


that by the ſtrengih of faith avchriftian may he 
ſupported, and liee comfortibly in the work of 


itimes, ot dut ward hocidente Which may befall 


him. Faith is inſtead of all other comfart: in- 


ſtead of tiches, when we are poor inſtead of bread, | 
when we are hungry, The trut chriſtian who = 


lives by faith, hath the comfort of theſe bleſſings, 
even then hen he wants them. Thaugh he bath 
nothing yet in the apoſtles lahguage, he poſſeſſeth 
all things. This ſupports and adminiſters; cam- 
Fort, under the quickeſt ſenſe di the ſharpeſt ſuf- 
ferings.— By this holy David encouraged himſelf, 
"faying; chat though he walked through the alley 

of the ſhadow of death, ther uu fear no evil. 


Thus the prophet Habbakuk, ul bougb the g ö 


tree ſhall not bloſſom; neither ſhall fruit be in ube 
' vines ; the labour ibe oliue foall-fail,: and the 
Feld, Hall yield no meat; Ibe act all be cut 


* off from the "fold; and tber Ball ge no bend in 


"The flall, yet, I will rejoice in abe Lord, I will Jay in 


Ra NO" my ſalvation.” We read alſo, that St. 
Paul 
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Fs St 9 
Pai was joyful: in tribulation, and that the mar- 
tyts were able to rejoice and ding ãn the midſt of 


the moſt ſcorching flames; which they did, not ſo 


much by any ſpecial privilege peculiarly belonging 
to them; as by the efficacy of that faith, which'is 
common to allabelievers, who have the ſame God 


und the ſame Saviour, SI PT 
miſes as they had. Ty 


But the more effeQually 1 to profecure this raue. 


1 win endea vour to ſhew vo. 
I. What faith that is, which thus opbolds the 


foul in rroubles and affliction. And then— 
2. What” faith does contribute 10 our W 


| and comfort in times of trouble. 


"Which when 1 have done, Lill, in this thied | 
and laſt place, endea vour to make:Jome en 
Abr rendente of the whole. | | 

Far Then, am to ſhow what kaich chat l is 
hien thus upholds the ſoul in trouble and afflic- 
tion. And this,” at firſt view, will appear to be, 
not a meer nominal, temporary, or hiſtorical faith; 

but ſuch a faith, which, as the apoſtle ſpeaks, Ga- 
lations 5, 6, workerh by love, and Produceth good 
works, "which bas its fruit unto holineſs ; and the end, 


© everlaſting life! A firm and iſteadfaſt belief in the 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt, with a full aſſent to the ſerip- 
tures as the word of God; and an unſhaken ad- 


| -hherence''to all the divine promiſes and precepts 


that are therein contained. This is that whereby 
the juſt man is ſupplied with ſtrength ſufficient:to 
"ſupport him through the whole courſe of his life. 


| This carries him out of himſelf as it were, and 
takes from him all carnal confidence, to reſt. and 
tely wholly upon Jeſus Chriſt, and to expect all 
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0d fram him. This makes him to live and de- 

EDT pend upon him, not only for pardon of ſin, but 

| © even for temporal bleſſings; they being the fruit 
of his all- ſuficient merits and interceſſion, and of | 

the covenant which is-ratified with his moſt pre- 


Caiͤous blood. Which brings me to how 
S 1 = Serond. How this faith does upholdand Hppart the 
_—— ſoul in the day of aro or time of: trouble. | 
D Kn ire 3 


1. It ſecures it as to its chief © Lancers viz. of 
its being in the love and favour of God. Now there 
is nothing can make them miſerable who have the 
Vord for their friend, and are aſſured of his loving 
"A kindneſs and favour. So the apoſtle reaſons in Ro- 
1 mans 8. 31. 31 v. "what fall: we ſay then 10 theſe 


—_ ' things? , God be for us, who. can be againſt us? | 
—_. He that ſpared wot bis own ſon, but freely delivered 
4 * = him up for us all, how ſball he not with him alſo, 
_ freely! give us all things? No faith certifies the 
= conſcience of its intereſt in the love of God and 
Mn Cͤghrriſt, andthe joy that flows from this bleſſed pri- 


vilege extinguiſhes the ſenſe; of outward danger or 
©, . troubles. He whois in any meaſure aſſured of the 
love of God, cares not for the troubles or threat- 
nings of this preſent world. As the ſame apoſtle 
has it in the 35 v. of the chapter laſt quoted, W | 
Fall. ſeparate from the love of Chriſt? | Shall tribu- 
lation, or-difireſs, or perſeention,, or famine, or na- 
5 - kraneſs, or peril, or ſword? And in Acts 20. 23. 
9 24v. he ſays, that though. bonds and afflichions abide 
bim, yet, as he there goes on, none of thoſe things 
move me, neitber count 1 my life dear t nyſelf, ſo 
bat I might finiſh my courſe with joy, and the miniſtry 
.* | which I baue received of the Lord Jeſus, to eff | 
+! the goſpel of the grace of God, 


63809 


l ſectndly, Faith. repels thoſe, /remppations 
Hieb are apt to offer themſelves and overwhelm 


the ſoul in time of trouble. — As particularly thoſe 
temptations en ide world, . cen and the 


derb!!! „ n yt \ 
And fel, 3 the ee e e w 5 per- 
ſecution or diſtreſs, the world uſually ſmiles upon 
us, andetempts us with its enticing and deceitful 


flatteries i preſents vs with a view of its ſuperficial 
glories and excellencies telling us what it, will 
give us, if we will but deny our Lord and maſter, 


and tenounce our religion. — That we ſhall not 
want any of the riches or glories of the world. 
And on the other hand, it frowns and threatens, 


dat if we will perſiſt in our religion, or in the 


apoſtjes words, hold faſt the profeſſion. of our faich 
without wavering, and not ſuffer ourſelves to be 
proſelited, that we ſhall be deprived of all its fa- 
vors and outward bleſſings, and be forced to lead 
our lives in ſorrow and miſery. Theſe, and ſuch 
like, are the methods and temptations which they 
would commonly make uſe of to perſuade chriſt, 


ians to draw back, or fall off from their profeſſion, 
But gow true faith fortifies the chriſtian, againſt 


theſe! flatteries and frowns, This is the vidtagy, 


ſays St, John, that overcometh the world, even 


our faitin 

Thus alſo ame For thoſe eu 
which the great tempter of mankind, the deyal, 
uſually attacks us in the time of trouble ar, afflic⸗ | 
tion.—And-indeed he will be ſure to be- very buſy 
then, to tempt. us to impatience; diſpair, and the 
uſe of evil means, to help ourſelves out ot treu, 


ble, to avoid and ſecure ourſelves from chore 


* dangers 


43 
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. 4 ſnield to queneh [thoſe flery darts of fatan, 
tetchetk us to judge of Gd got by what wo feel 


15 or ſuffer; but by what he hatli promi ſed, and to 
wait upon him in his own time and way.— And for: 


cite prevention of feats and tröubles, and any un- 


awful refolutibn of fecurintg ourſelves! from ap- 


Pronching evils/ it tracherf us, not to fear thaſe 
who can only Kilb the body (when they have done 


the moſt they can) blir rather to fear him who is, 
able to deſtrdy both body ni ſolil in bell. 


" Thirdly, Faith ſuggeſts unto us, that nothing hap- 


pens or befalls us; but by the good providence f a 
moſt wiſe; grae ĩous, and loving Father; and ſtom 


hence teaches us to reaſon with our Saviour be up 


tobich my Fatber bath giotn me, ſhall I na- drinkut? 
There is nothing happens to any one, but by the 
good providence and appointment of God: and he 


what may, nay, will, in the end, ſome way or ather 
tend to their good. And this faith aſſures us of: 


that God has very gracious and merciful ends in 
all our afflictions; and that the end of them is to 8 


Prove, purge, and refine. From whence we may 
conclude; that the cup, how bitter ſoever it be, is 


48 phyſic to cure not as poiſon, to deſtroy: and 


that if it was not for our good, nay, if it was not 
needful for us, God would not ſuffer it. An ex- 
pert and ſkilful phyſician does not only diet, but 
if occaſſon be; purges his patient alſo. And ſurely 


\. there is no ſuch purifier and cleanſer of the ſoul; 


as trouble and affliction; if we do not, like wilful 
and unruly patients, fruſtrare and hinder their 


permits nothing to befall his faithful ſervants, but 


efficacy, E management of ourſelves 
under 


= 
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te 


under them. Nay, phyſio is not ſa neceſſary for, | 

the body as afflictians are for the ſoul; the diſeaſes 
| thercof being far more dangerous, and of greater 
conſequence. - They ſerve to purge our hearts of, 
Pride, voluptuouſneſs, hy pocriſy, and all inor- 6 
dinate love of the world, and ſuch: libe diſtempers. 
Now tbe foul; looking to the end of God, ſees it is 
_ good for him to be afflicted. A man takes any- 


thing well that comes from love. Men thank their 


- phyſicians and ſurgeens, though they pur them 
to extreme pain far the preſent, knowing that they 


do it for their future eaſe.— So we, through faith, 


being perſuaded that God intends our good in all 
the troubles and afflictions that do befall us, have 


great reaſon to bear chem the. more comfortably, 
and with the greater degree of chriſtian patience. 


Me cannot ſurely think that we ſuffer unawares to 


him, who ſecs and, orders all things in the world; 


and with as little reaſon can we alſo think, that 
his chaſtiſements, or thoſe afflictions he is pleaſed 
to lay upon us, are deſigned for our hurt, becauſe 


they are diſpoſed of by him, who intends and pro- 


jects our benefit only: which conſideration may, 


hay, if duly reflected on, will and muſt adminiſter 


great Comfort, and ſupport, under the moſt preſſing 5122 
and ſore nens Sant. are nee Ahe ſons 


of men. 


Again, Farid Faith ads: us of a | bleſſed 
iſſue and deliverance out of all thoſe troubles 
that befall us. Though heavineſs may endure 
. for a night, yet joy cometh in the morning.— 
Though the troubles of the rightcous are many, 
yet the Lord will deliver him out of all—And 


certainly he knows the beſt way and means, and 
| | fireſt 


ns, | Fa. 
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55 8 not continue longer than is needful. Now the 
WE, hope of deliverance mollifies the anguiſh of the 


may go from bad to worfe, But: 


— * 
4 Poo 
FIX — 


BE us the grand example of our bfeſſed Lord, as the- 
5 Pattern of our ſufferings: Him who had a tender 
ſenſe of the leaſt, and yet patiently endured the 
gleateſt. It teaches us, im all our ſufferings here 
on earth, to look units Jeſus, the author and finiſher 
of our faith; Who, for the joy that was ſet before 
him, endured the croſs, deſpifed the ſname, and is 
fet down on the Tight hand of God!" The wiſdom 
of God thought it expedient; that the firſt embta⸗ 
= ces of chriſtianity ſhould; by great hardſhips and 
rn perſecutions, be trained up for glory, and through 
1 man); tribulations, enter into the kingdom of God. 
|: And, to animate and encourage them thereto, the 
= | | captain of their falvation was made perfect by ſuf 
A ferings, and conquered by dying. How much 


1 


— — 


truly heroic pattern ſupport and arm us with cou 
rage and | conffancy, and patience againſt the com- 
| mon and ordinary calamities of this life, or, indeed; 
on againſt any other that may befall . 
1 5 © Sixthly, and laftly, That which fupplies the chriſ- 
__ tian with the greateſt vigour, ſtrength, and courage 
= to undergo the moſt difficult hardſhips fs the glory 
| that will follow our ſufferings, as the reward of 
them, if they be for God and his cauſe. And this 
great reward does faith ſuggeſt unto us; ſetting be- 
fore 
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| RM ac Wr our deliverance. Trossten man 
; 0 8 8 heavieſt crofs. © A man never faints untill he diſ- | 
3 5 paits of an end. And for any thing he et 732 


Fifibly. Faith alſo puts us i mind ot eee FE 
ty unte Chrift ini all our affii&tions; it propoſes unto 


more ſhould the confideration of this excellent and 


— * 


* % * 
RD eee 


— 


1 _ — 


* 


K 


= 
: 
Ld u > 4 A 5 
5 £ — Fn 
-» O49, 
- + * 


o — — 
8 * 5 0 


0 


| . 39 ) | 
"hs us thateternal weight of glory, which is laid 
up for all thoſe that are faithful unto death. B 


faithful unto death, and I will give thee a croꝛon of | 


- life ! Rev. 2. 10. For this, canſe, ſays the apoſtle, 


de faint not ; for. our. light aMiction, which is but for 
aà moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding and | 


eternal weight of Flory: ;..ohile we look not at the 


things that are Heer, hut at the things, that are not 
 feen—for the things 


Sa a% 


y the things that are not hen. are eternal. 2 = 85 4. 
16, 17, 18. The ſenſe. of ſufferings ſcarce abideth | 
upon that ſhul that is lifted up with ſuch ſublinic 
and heavenly meditations the apprehenſion of | 
what is future being ſo great and glorious, and in- 


comprehenſible, makes men even careleſs and in- 
ſenſible of what is preſent. _ Now faith ſecures us, 
that we (hall be infinite gainers by whatever we 
ſuffer for righteoulneſs ſake; and who would not- 
de encouraged to ſuffer upon ſuch a great advan- 


tage to endure a ſhort affliction for an endleſs 


. happineſs? 

And thus have I ſhowed you, in u ſeveral particu. 
lars, by what means and manner, and from what 
. conſiderations, more eſpecially, the ſoul is upheld 
and ſupported by the ſtrength of faith, in times of 
trouble and temptation. And ſo I go on to the 
| third and laſt thing propoſed to be done, which 
Was, to make ſome practical improvement upon 

the whole. And 755 : 

. Firſt Then, we may hence learn, and ſee the rea- 
"fon of mens immoderate ſadneſs and dejection, un- 
der affliction, or in evil times; that i it chiefly pro- 
ceeds from the want of faith. They look! not up, 


5 ot Peer their truſt and confidence in God, but 


0 


o . * 
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c „ 1 
ne depend upon the comforts of * this b nent a 
life; ſo that when theſe either actually Hail, or are | 
but in danger of being loft, they are profently - | 
 * overwhelmed with ſorrow, —They conſider not MF 
the hand and providence of God in fenditig afflic- b 
tions, nor thofe good and wile ends for which he | 
"Fends them. —They have little or no affurance of N 
deli verance, or of a change ſor the better. And | 
hence it is, that they-are ſo mch diſheartened and b 
dejected from their unbelief and diſtruſt of God. "= 
N this the plalmiſt telli us from his on experience. n 
Thad fainted, ſays he, unleſs I bal believed tore 
tbe goodneſs of the Lord in the” land of the'liviny. 
"His faith pur-tife'and courage into his ſoul, and f 
made it reſolve; as in the begining of the 4 Phlm. 

' not to fear though the earth be moved, an though } the 
waters be carried into the midff of the fea; though | 
the waters thereof rage and ſwell, and though TD: -. - 
mountains Pale at the tempeſt of the Jame. Suffer | 

i me therefore in the laſt place, my brethren, to ex- 
_.- hort you all, to endeavour after a lively faith; to 
1 I believe in God; to aſſent unto the truth of the | 
| ſceriptures as the word of God; to believe all the . 
4 „ promiſes, precepts, and threatnings,— 8 


"Theſe will ſupply you with life and ſtrength i in. 
times of evil and adverſity. Faith indeed will be 
| - neceſſary for us at all times, but more eſpecially i in 
1 times of adverſity, when our earthly ſupports ſeem 
bed. do fly from and forſake us. In light afflictions 
| | perhaps, reaſon and morality may make us hold up 
1 | Kd our heads, and not deſpond or faint.—But in greater 
Actions, when even ſenſe is at a loſs, and rea- 
ſion ſees not help, if we have no faith, we miſt in- 
crvitably ſink. —Whereas, if we have faith, though 
: e . all 


an Sur ; rarthly confidences be ſhipwrecked, it will 


ind a plank to bring us ſafe to our harbour. It N 


is like the palm that ſinks not under the heavieſt 


burden, or like the oil that gets up and ſwims 
above the preſſures of waters. Let us therefore, I | 
- fay, labour, not only to have faith, but to uſe it 


and live by it. And that, not only in order to 
our eternal ſalvation, but for our more comforta- 
ble being, whilſt we are here upon earth. Let us 
go on and perſiſt in our duty and the profeſſion 
of our faith without wavering—conſidering that 
"he is faithful that hath promiſed to truſt and en- 
courage ourſelves in God, who both can and by 


his holy apoſtle has declared that he will make 
all things work eters * oe to them that 127 | 


* love bim. 
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He came wnto obis own, and his own received him not. 


Wl RE words which 1 hate. now — 1 8 declare 


hat ſucceſs and entertainment the ambaſſadors 


of Chriſt are like to meet with in the world. It i is 


not to be expected they ſhould find better accep- I 


*tance-than-Chriſt their lord and maſter had, whilſt 
he was upon earth. For, as he himſelf reaſons, 
the diſciple i is not above his maſter, nor the ſer- 


vant above his lord. Neither hath the ſervant 
any reaſon to expect better uſage than his maſter, 
but rather worſe: for if they do theſe things, in a 
green tree, what ſhall be done in the dry? If 
Chriſt himſelf was not received, no marvel if his 
meſſengers and ſervants are not regarded; if they -- 
find not that fruit of their labours and ſucceſs of 
their miniſtry, which they do and reaſonably ought 
to deſire and expect. How ſays the evangeliſt 


St. John, He came unto his own, and his own re- 
ceived bim not: Unto his own—that is, the people 
of the jews; to whom this grace was before pro- 


miſed, and who had long expected the coming of 
the Meſſiah; and yet when he was come, and ten- 
dered ſalvation unto them, nay, beſeeched and 


entreated them to come unto him, they would not 
teceive * Thus the prophet Iſaiah - bo hath 
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 bilieved aur report? And to whom is the arm of the 8 
Tord revealed! He is deſpiſed and rejefed of men, 


a nan of ſorrows and acquainted with prief, and we 


hid as it were our faces from him. He was deſpiſed 


4 and we eſtremed bim not. He tame unto bis own, 
and his own received bim not. * which words we 
have obfervable— + jp 


1. The great love and corideſcenfion of . 


| 2 into the world. 


The perfons to whom he came. He came to 


* own. 


3. The ill entertainment he met with among 


them: and his own received'him not. 


Fir, The great love and condeſcenſion of our 


bleffed Saviour in coming into the world to viſit 


mankind. That he, whoſe throne was in Heaven, 


who thought it no robbery to be equal with God, 
ſhould ſo far humble and debaſe himſelf, as to 


come down and inhabit on the earth, todwell with 
finful men: that he ſhould come voluntarily, of 
his own good pleaſure ; not for any deſert or im- 


portunity on our parts, but out of mere pity and 


compaſſion to our miſerable and loſt condition; 


to reclaim us from our evil ways; to guide, dire& 
and inſtruct us in the way that leads to life eternal; 


to viſit and redeem us from our iniquities, and ta 
turn us from the power of Satan, to the knowledge 
and obedience of God. But this being a ſubject 
more ſuitable for the commemoration of our 
bleſſed Saviour's nativity, I ſhall therefore dwell 
no longer upon this head, but proceed to the ſe- 


cond thing obſerved from the words, viz. 


Second, The perſons unto whom Chriſt came; 
that 
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TR that is, the 1 ti of: the: jews; unto; COIL he 
-, - eſpecially came. Bleſſed be the Lord God of Iſrael, 
w who hath viſited and redeemed his people. 
5 Now the people of Iſrael may be ſaid to be 
; bis wn, upon theſe following accounts. Cy 
© - Becauſe God had vouchſafed unto them greater : 
mercies and privileges than to any other people. 5 


They had his word and ordinances. Who are 


| Iſraelites, to whom pertaineth the adoption, and 
the glory, and the covenant, and the giving of 
the law, and the ſervice of God, and the promiſes. | 
He ſheweth his word unto. Jacob, and ſtatutes and 
ordinances unto Iſreal.—He- hath not dealt ſo 
with any nation, neither hath the heathen know- 
ledge of his laws—The Lord had ſeparated the | 


whole nation of Iſreal- to himſelf.— They were 


made peculiarly his, as you may read for thou art 


an holy people unto the Lord thy Ggd.—The Lord thy 
God hath choſen thee to be a ſpecial people to bimſeif, 


above all the people that. are upon the face of the 


earth. — Becauſe the Lord loved you, and would keep 


| the oath which be had fworn unto. your fathers ſo; 


And ye ſhall be holy unto me, for I the Lord am holy 
and have ſevered you from other people that ye ſpould 


be nine. They were his by profeſſion. The 


name of God was called upon by them. They 


profeſſed themſelves the Lord's people; they 
claimed a peculiar intereſt in God, according to 
that of the pſalmiſt; they remembered that God 
was their rock, and the high God their redeemer. 
And in this reſpect they were ſaid to lean upon 


God, that is, they bore themſelves. up upon this 
. 


Laſtly, 
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Leih, They were called bis own, becauſe the 


5 | en the Meſiah were made peculiarly unto 
them, whoſe coming they earneſtly expected. 


And yet when he was come; they would have none 


of him.—Though he' was pleaſed to come, and 


be born among them, to live and converſe with 


them; to endear himſelf to them by all the ſofter 
methods of love and mildneſs; to declare himſelf 
and the truth of his doctrine by wonders and mi- 
| racles; yet then they received him not; which was 


the {bird thing obſerved from the words, namely, 
the ill entertainment that our Saviour met with in 


the world, and that eſpecially from his own people. 
His own received bim not. He that had ſo under- 
valued himſelf for the ſake of man, to procure 


his redemption from ſin and miſery; was himſelf 
unworthily and ungratefully rejected. When Chriſt. 


© would have gathered them, even as a hen gathereth 
her chickens under her wings, they would not 
come unto him. When he offered grace and mercy 


to them, they would not accept it. When he 


vould have taught and inſtructed them in the ways 
of ſalvation, they turned their backs and would 
not regard. They lightly eſteemed all his gra- 


cious offers through their ignorance, malice, and 
other vile affections. They undervalued and con- 
temned that precious gift of God, that was then 


exhibited unto them. Though he taught them 


as one having authority, and ſpake as never man 
ſpake, inſomuch that the people wondered at his 
gracious ſayings; yet all that heard him were not 
converted, neither did they embrace his word. — 


Inſomuch, that he complains of them. 1 have 


' | labuured 


1 


. 


s 
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"lead is vain, 1 have ſpent- my firength "a 
nought and in vain, yet ſurely, my 12 PRe. is 
wu h the Lord and my work with my G 

In the proſecution of this particular, 1 ſhall 
mev you firſt, the greatneſs « of the fin of not re- 
ceiving Chriſt; of lighting and rejecting his gol. - 
pel. Secondly, ſhew you the Prone who are 
guilty of this fin. 

And Firfl, Not to embrace and receive Jeſus 


henious fin, and a moſt grevious offence. When 
Chriſt comes and tenders his grace unto a people, 
' ſets before them the unſearchable riches of his 


Ciled, to forſake their fins, to turn unto him, and 
offers, this is what dothexceedingly provoke him, 
ture. There is a twofold coming of Chriſt unto men; 


the people of the jews; and he comes miniſterially 
to all others, unto whom his goſpel is preached, 
Their ſin is as great, who reject him in the miniſtry 
of the goſpel, as theirs who rejected him in his own 
perſon. He that receiveth not Chriſt's word, rejects 
his perſon. Thus much our bleſſed Saviour tells 
us in expreſs words—** he that rejecteth me, and 
receiveth not my words, hath one that judgeth 
him; the word that I have ſpoken, the ſame ſhall 
judge him at the laſt day,” The negle& and 
ſcorn that is done and offered to his word, reflects 
immediately upon his perſon. Sp that a they, 


: der 


Y Chriſt. when offered to us in the goſpel; is a moſt. 


love, even prays and beſeeches them to be recon- 


and than which no fin is of a more aggravating na- 


* and miniſterial. He came perſonally to 


to whom the grace of the goſpel 1 is tendered, whe- 


to the obedience of his goſpel ; and they reject his 
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E 
cher by Chriſt himſelf ot his miniſters, who do _ 
not receive it, are guilty of this great ſin. The 


| miniſters of Chriſt are his embaſſadors, ſent to de- 


clare his will and mind unto the people; to en- 
dea vour, in his name, to make reconciliation be- 


; tween God and them, by warning them to turn 
from their iniquities and tranſgreſſions, and to 
treat with them about thoſe weighty things that 


concern their everlaſting peace. Now, for any 


of grace, the offers of ſalvation, and the calls to 


people to {light and under value this word, that is. 
thus conveyed unto them, and not to receive it 


with all due reverence and teſpect, as it is the 
word of God: to neglect and refuſe the tenders 


repentance by the miniſters of Chriſt, is to refuſe 


_ Chriſt himſelf, whoſe word they deliver, and 


from whom they receive their authority and 
commiſſion to ſpeak. Thus again, our 'bleſfed 
/Saviout—* he that receiveth you, receiveth me: 


and he that. receiveth me, receiveth him that ſent - 


me.—And ſo it is on the other fide, he that re- 


Jeceth you, rejecteth me.. Fat 
And the gr eatneſs of this ſin appears ; ; firſt, from 


the ſevere threatenings that are denounced againſt 


it.—This is the condemnation, that light is come 


into the world and. men love darkneſs rather than - 
liebt. This is that which will greatly enhance 
their, guilt and aggravate their puniſhment ; that 
when God made ſuch an extraordinary proviſion 
for them, and offered them ſo great mercy, and ſuch 


plentiful means of grace; when Chriſt came to 


I + gen them, and take them off from their for- 
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mer evil * thatmen ſhould be ſo much beſotted 
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to their ſinful courſes, as to eiec the mercies of- 
fered unto them, and to chooſe rather to continue, | 
in; their fins and ignorances, than to be reformed fs 
or puriſied, or ſo much as taught their duty by | 


him. Again, the rejecting of the precious grace 


| offered in the goſpel, will. bring upon men the 
\ Foreſt and moſt inſupportable puniſhment of any 
other fin in the world :—for, as St. Paul ſays, how . 


| ſhall we eſcape, if we neglectꝭ ſo great ſalvation ? 
Which, at the firſt, began to be ſpoken by the 
| Lord, and was confirmed unto us by them that 
heard him. - Which interrogation implies, that 


the contemners of the goſpel ſhall be puniſhed 
much more ſeverely than the tranſgreſſions againſt | 


the law; which we, may more plainly ſee ſet down 
in the 10 c. 28, 9.—He that deſpiſed Moſes's law 


died without mefcy, under two or three witneſſes. 
Of how much ſorer puniſhment ſuppoſe ye, ſhall 


he be thought guilty, who hath trodden under 
5 foot the Son of God, and hath counted the blood 
5 of the covenant, wherewith he was ſanctified, an 


| unholy thing, and hath done deſpite to the ſpirit 


of grace. And this our Saviour declares to us, in 
a parable, * the kingdom of Heaven is like to a 
King who made a marriage for his ſon, and ſent 


forth his ſervants to call them who were bidden t to 


the wedding, and they would not come. — Again, 
be ſent forth other ſervants, ſaying, tell them 
which are bidden, I have prepared my dinner; 


my oxen and fatlings are killed, and all things 


are ready ; come to the marriage. But they made 
ligbt of it, and went their ways; one to his farm, 
; Another. to his Ot IAG ; and the remnant. 


took | 


| 25 49, ) os vol OMP 
bake n and entreared them ſpitefully, 
and flew "them, But hen. the. King, heard thereof 
us IH 
e was wrath, and ſent.. forth bis armies, and de- 
Fred thoſe, ie and burnt up. their city.“ ae 
Nos, accordi ling to this, it hath, and ſhall be, 
| the fate « of the goſpel. now "preaches unto. men, 
1 J / 
2 = firſt | 50 the eWs, to meet with ſuch reception, 
a King i is, by the, parable. ſuppoſe] to mect 
Fick who made a ; feaft, and invited many gueſts; 4 
Ji all llie rhted the invitation, and barbarouſly 
| (treated 1 ho who. were ſent unto them, on na 
rm, melfage, but te to invite them to a ſeaſt, and 
mefully killed them who .c came. only to oblige on 
e a ay what yill be the end of ſuch contemn 
ers pel invitations, but. what befell thoſe; i in 
the concluſion of the parable, miſerably to be de- 
5 ſtroyed, And't . this parable became an hiſtory 
in the e peo ple 0 he | jews, —Their not receiving of 


Ell, e nor envertaiing of his goſpel, brought 
upon them and their city, a. more ſpeedy and 
terrible” MKructen than all their ſins beſides. 
—$0 ſays t the apoſtle, « who both killed the Lord 
Jeſus and their oven prophets, and have perſe- 
cited us; 3. and. they, pleaſed not God and are 
cdntrary 1 to all men; forbiding us to ſpeak to the 
. gentiles, that they may be ſaved, to fill up their 
fins, always; for the wrath is come upon, them to, 
the utrermolt.—They are become the. ſhame e uud. 
reproach of all people.“ ths 2 

Secondly, The greatneſs of this fn, of not re- 
ceiving 19 Lord Jeſus Chriſt, doth farther appear, | 
from the formal nature of it. It being an act of 
| the higheſt ingratitude that the Son of God ſhould. 
. leave the boſom of his father, and out of his inex- 
H preſſible 


CEE ( 5 
; preffible Jove come from heaven to ſave us, and 
when he comes to us, not vouchſafe 1 to receive or 
entertain him; but as it were, ſhut our doors 
ngzinſt him, and endeavour to keep him out from 
our company, and ſ6 oppoſe the kindneſs he would 
_ confer upon us, and ſcorn. that love which he hath 
| manifeſted toward us. Nothing provokes 3 a man 
ſo much as the abuſe of his love and kindneſs.— 
"How then muſt it affect our Lord Jeſus Chriſt to 
be. thus requited of them, unto whom he hath 
© ſhewn fuch ubſpeakable and tranſendant love; 


that he ſhould come down from heaven for the ſake 


6f men, td procure their good and felicity, and un- 
worthily to be flighted ahd rejected by thoſe for 


whom he did To much, and defigned farther to 


'6blige? That he ſhould be ſo merciful and in- 
dulgent toward mankind, as to fuffer and undergo 
ſo many indignities for their ſakes; to ſhed, his 


precious blood for their redemption; and then to 


have the merits of his blood, of his death and 


paſſion ſuigkted, under-valued, and trampled under 
—_ 


* Again, That he Would be ſo kind to wat the 2 


will of God fot bur ſalvation, to diſcover and make 


manifeſt thoſe myſteries that had lain hid for many 


ages paſt ; that he ſhould bring joyful news to the 
world; a glorious goſpel, glad tidings. of peace; 
that he ſhould give us means to inform our judg- 
ments, to illuminfte our underſtandings, to direct 
our wills and converſations, and to remove the 
veil of darkneſs ind ignorance that covered the 
whole earth: and yet, that men ſhould Might all 
thoſe bleſſings and privileges, reject and under- 
value the omg of them, and: prefer darkneſs be- 


fore 
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| fore wa glorious light of the goſpel i t that theſe. 


mercies and Kindneſſes ſhould be ſo much. vilified,. 


. 
- 


"as not to be thought worthy the reception of hie 


creatures: this is a moſt provoking return, and the 
higheſt ingratitude. May we not bere cry out, as 
did, Hear O heavens, and give ear O earth; 


I have nouriſhed and brought up children, and 
they have rebelled againſt me, The ox knoweth . 


his owner, and the aſs his maſter's crib ; but Iſreal 
dorh not know, my people do not conſider.” 8 
May we not here alſo ſay, as Moſes, did to the 
children, of Iſreal, after he had declared the good- | 
neſs of God, and their corruptions, their perverſe. 

and cropked "diſpoſitions, . Do ye thus requite the 


the Lord, O fooliſh people and unwiſe. 


the FD we ſhould 1 receive his ſon, and honour him 


Thrrdly, The reatneſs of this ſin, of not re- 
ceiving Chriſt, - appears, from the diſhonour that 
is caſt on God and upon all his glorious attributes. 
As on his wiſdom which he hath ſo much magni- 
fied in the œconomy and contrivance of our re- 


demption, more than in all his works beſides. Now 


for ſuch poor creatures as we are, to paſs by this 


85 aſtoniſhing project, as a matter not worthy our 


looking after and taking notice of, is a very great 

di iſhonourto thedivine wiſdom ; ſo alſo for the truth 

of God. The not receiving of Chriſt, nor readily be- 

lieving and embracing his goſpel, doth even make 

God a liar, and call 1 in queſtion. the verity of what 

he hath delivered; as if it were all fiction, and ng, . 
better than the vain inventions of men. Beſides, N 


it offers the greateſt affront that can be, to the ſo- 
vereignty of God; ſeeing he hath expreſſed and 


plainly_ declared his will: that above all things in 


with 
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guilty of this great f lip. Be it far, may we ſa 1 
from any ”of us; we Profeſs the name of . 


7 


believe an embrace "his deArine, affent unto the 


ruth of the ſcriptures; we condemn the j ews for LL 


9018 1 = F Chriſt and, BY their ba rharopy ologe al 
2 22.5 4. 


Bur to chi, we anſver:, That all. Jews ; and inf. 5 


* 


$$ 


| rebels 1 in 1 og RK. will not have this man 


197 


1148 ; x 
to reign over us; we will not admit him as our 


ſovereign, nor ſubmit ourſelves | o his laws. — 2 


Whilſt we live i in fin and wickedneſs, let our pro- I. 


belton be what it will; and vhilſt we Pf, the 
luſts 


— 


- 
_ 2 
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luſts of babe beg apth follow, after, the fink; plow 
- ſures 9%. She args ene sake Korg 
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never ſo often in our mouths, we hayef nat tiuly- 


received. him.—For had we, received him in ruth, . 
3 chat, grace which, i is xevenled i in the goſpel, v ould- 


bays taught! us to deny all ungodlineſs and vorldly, | 


loft; ; and to | live ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly, 1 in 


this, world. Noy, whilſt, we continue-in ſin; des 


4 ligh in intemperance and, exceſs; and exerciſe 
| ourſelves ir in acts of injuſlice. and oppreſſion; hilft. 


We at are careleſs of our duty toward- God; neglect- 


ing bis f ſtatures and "ordinances; it is, manifcſt; We . 


have, neither received ,Chrilh, no, .mbraced. his 


gelpl. mei 217-9) gf 5755 44 HT £1015: 0 1110 302-5 
Ler not therefore, hoſe,. that mage an, put wand. 


prot felon. of Chriſt, 100 much preſume, upon their 


love to him, that they have received him and his, ; 


a We that they are far from the ſtate of. i in- 
te and eee Sunce, the <briftian reli. 


bd. JD 


e 


: trate, anchthere have been laws, and ſtatutes enact- a 


ech to punith, the reproachers and blaſphemers of 


5 . che nage of a Jew. or an infidel. 1s become as . 


0 tous, as the name of Chriſt was among them. 

SLY a+ 
Many men. are apt to perſuade themſelves, that 5 
they love Chriſt, and believe i in his name, becauſe 3 
it is held fo great aftain and, ignominy in chriſtian bo 
ſtates, to be accounted an,infidel; ſo that upon - 
the very fame grounds, the jews, and other ene 


mies ot the goſpel, did Pperſecure chriſtianity, ma- 


ny do now embrace and profeſs it; not becauſe 


: they have any C diſtint knowledge of the real worth , 


and | excellency of Jeſus Chrift, and of the great be | 
| neſits 
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nefits MR accrue unto mankind Hom bim, dut | 


5 becauſe the chriſtian religion is moſt in credit and 
faſhion, and hath the countenance and approbation 


of the higher powers; and othe feli ions are on- a 
demned and ſpoke againſt. But this is not truly | 
to receive Chriſt tis not enough to receive him. | 


formally and cuſtomarily, but in fncerity and 
in truth. To receive him as our Lord, as he that 
hath ſupremacy over us; and to yield obedience 
to his laws, to conform our lives according o 
the rule and doctrine of his goſpel, as, our Saviour 
and Redeemer ; to be ſenſible of our fins, and ot 


our miſerdble and loſt condition; to receive him : 
as the only perſon that can fave us from our fins, 


and as a mediator that ban only procure our te- 
demption, and make recoticiliation between 3 
and us. 

Let me, therefore, erhort you all, to take heed 
of this ſin of rejecting Chriſt—of lighting Chriſt, ' 
and refuſing his goſpel. 'T will be a more grievous © 
and heinous offence, and accompanied. with more 
aggravating circtimſtances for us to reject Chriſt, 


than for any other perſons in the world; whethir ; 


us $ 


jeus, turks, or heathens. For us, whom Chriſt $ 


hath offered himſelf unto—made known, and re- 


: 
# 


vealed his will—ſent his word and goſpel among * 


us, in a plentiful manner :—for us, who are his 


own people, called by his name, who do profeſs 1 
our faith in him, and aſſent unto the truth of his 
goſpel :—for us, I ſay, to reje& him, to violate his 
laws and deſpiſe his ordinances, will be the moſt 

baſe and unworthy dealing imaginable. *Tis not 


ſo much for infidels, that make no acknowledg- 


ment of Chrift, to reject him and diſobey his com- 


% CY 
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Winde as for thoſe v ho do profeſs his name: 2 
them to refuſe him, rebel againſt him, and deſpiſe | 


his goodneſs and mercy, is the higheſt affront.— 


Such do by their fins, as it were, crucify him | 
_ _ afreſh, and put him again to open ſhame! And the 


wounds of a friend muſt certainly be much more 


grievous than thoſe of an open profeſſed enemy. 
And, as the fin is more heinous, ſo will the puniſh- 


ment be greater. For chriſtians: to reject the gol 
pel of Chriſt, doth not only enhance their guilt 

above heathens and infidels, but likewiſe will in- 
creaſe and advance their puniſhment; So that the 
lamentable woe; denounced by our Saviour upon 
theſe three impenitent and anthankful cities, Cho- 


.razin, Bethſaida, and Capernaum, is in this caſe 
very applicable“ for it will be more tolerable at 
the day of judgment, for Tyre and Sidon, and the 
vorſt of men, that never had any knowledge of 
Chriſt, nor ever pretended any profeſſion of him; 
than for chriſtians, who have had and declared 


both; who have had the goſpel of ſalvation 
preached unto them; that word which was con- 


. firmed by many wonders and miracles; and yet not 


regarded it; but ſtill continued in their ſins, and 
would not be prevailed upon to Fepent of them, 
and lincerely obey his golpel.” 
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' wickedneſs; and a life of piety and virtue, appcaſ 
in this: that vhereds the former conſults only our 
preſent intereſt, the latter ptovides for ohe future 
and eternal wellabeing; and lays à fure foundation 
tor bur everlaſting prace and happihefs. Tue 
- "greateſt advantages ve can poſſibly. promiſe g obirL 
ſelves from a wicked'coutle;- is} at beſt, bur to be 
diverted a litele; and pleafantly entertained for our 
term of life which, beſides the uncertainty of it; 


| is; at longeſt, very ſhorr and tranſitory; 5 mere no2 
thing, in compariſon with the ” happineſs of 


Heaven; and the ſoys of eternity: for time itſelf 
has no proportion to eternity much leſs that ſpat 


of it that makes up the life of man. Beheld ſays IF 
the pſalmiſt, „thou haſt made my days, as it 
were, a ſpan long; and my age is even as nothing 


in reſpe& of thee.” So, that was our whole life 
one continued ſcene of pleaſure, it would be no- 


thing in reſpect of that eternity we are to act upon 
re e 0h And indeed ſuch a degree of pleaſure 


would contract this ſpan, and make it much ſhor- 


815 and yer this i is the moſt a life of fin can poſſibly 


pretend 


— 


e 


| pretend to, for it lays claim to nothing beyond the 
- -grave, but miſery and. deſtruction. And when 
he once this tranſitory moment is paſt, all that we 


| | = can then ſay of it, will be, that the pleaſure of it 
| is gone; but the evil remains, with a dreadful 
looking for of judgement. . The. whole of life is 
but a point, a little ſpeck between time and eter- 
nity; and yet, tis but a very ſmall part even of 
that which we enjoy. The more uſual method of 
ſin, is to mix and vary the ſcene, to divert awhile 
with pleaſure; and when that is over, to make us 
5 pay dearly for it; and afflict us with a ſharp, and 
IS perhaps, long repentance. Indeed, a bad conſci- 
| ence is a companion, . troubleſome enough in the 
E miadſt of the higheſt enjoyments.—'Tis like the 
hand writing upon the wall, enough to ſpoil | and 
- diſreliſh the feaſt. But much more, when the 


| hurry, and tumult of delight is over, when all is 


till and ſilent; when the ſinner has nothing to do 
but attend the laſhes and reproaches of his own 
evil mind; and this, in ſpite of all the common 
arts of diverſion, will be often the caſe of every 
wicked man. Our faculties will not bear con- 
. ſtant pleaſure, any, more than conſtant pain : there 
will be intervals which will be ſure to be filled 
with uncomfortable thoughts and black reflec- 
tions; ſo that when the accounts of ſin are caſt 
up, this will be found to be the ſum :—a little 
preſent gratification, at the expence of a great 
deal of ſucceeding trouble, ſhame, and ſelf con- 
demnation; nothing but preſent joys; and theſe 
too frequently interrupted and always overcharged. 
- $o that ſettingaſide the great account hereaſter to be 
I given, 


. 
— 


1 
* 
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given, he POO of fin tre Serbe even 


in this world ; and there is this great aggravation 
of the folly or them=<that although its pains are 


eternal, yet all its pleaſures are but for a ſeaſon, 


But now, tis quite otherwiſe in the practice of 
religion and virtue. Theſe make proviſion ſor 


bl our beſt and greateſt intereſt, and ſecure to us a 


teverſjon of never r failing happineſs. Indeed they 


but carry 7 them a ſufficient rewied, for all the 
trouble they occation. They are pfeaſant in the 
_ ways, as well as in the end for their ways are 
ways of pleaſantneſs ; and all their paths are 
peace. But ' tis the greateſt and moſt diſtißguiſn- 
Ing glory of religion, that ſhe befriends us here- 
after, and brings Us peace at the laft. And though 
the malice f men, or ill accidents, may defraud 
| her of temporal advantages,” this is a portion ſhe 


Fe can never be difinherited of. And therefore the 


© plalwiſt, overlooking, as it were, all-intermediate 
- comforts of a good life, recommends it or ly from 
dba which is Proper and peculiar to it. Vice, it is 
true, may ſeem pleaſant and agreeable for the pre- 
ſent, as well as virtue; but berein are they diſcrimi- 


nated therefore it is virtue only that ends well. — 
E J myſelf, ona ſays the pſalmiſt, i have ſeen the un- 


godly i in great power, and flouriſhing like a green 


day tree: but I went by, and lo, he was gone; I 
5 ſought him, but his place could no u here be 


found.“ Then it follows, as 4 practical remark 
ftom the whole leep mnocency, and take heed to 


© the thing that 15 right, for that Gall bring a man 


peace of the laft. 
| I ſhall 


8 639 
I wall make it the farther buſineſs of the pre. 


bent diſeourſe to prove, that peace. at the las, is 


much more valuable than any of the preſent en- 


joyments of ſin; - Now, peace at the la, may be 


underſtood in a double ſenſe ; either for the laſt 


_ and: concluding period of a man's life in this. 


world: and then, peace at laſt, will be all one, 
with peace at the hour of death. Or elſe, for the 
laſt and unchangeable ſt ate of man, in another 


world: and then, peace at 'the 0 will be all one 


with everlaſting peace. 
I fhall conſider the propoſition i in 7 ſenſes. 


And firſt, for peace at the hour of death; the in- 


eſtimable value of which, though none are ſo well 
able to judge of, as they who are really and actually 
concerned in that dreadful moment; yet, we may 


have ſome knowledge of it, ;by conſidering what it is 


to die; and how miſerable the condition of thoſe 


is, who have lived ſo ill as to want this peace at 


the hour of death. And firſt, let us conſider 
(what I fear: we ſeldom. do) what it. is to dyg. 
Death is a thing of a ſtrange and dreadful conſi- 
-deration: dreadful in itſelf, as it is a diſſolution 
of nature; the manner of which we do not know, 


ve mightil fear. But much more ſo, in its, iſſue 


and conſequences, which is both great and doubt- 
ful: for upon this, depends more, than upon the 
whole beides. Indeed, the loſs of life, and the 


pains and agonies where with it is loſt, are the leaſt 
part of death. — This indeed, is the whole of it 


to brute and irrational creatures: they ſuffer pain 


for a while, then refign their breath, and loſe 
N e an and remembrance both of pain and 
70 TE acts” ered wer tt ed pleaſure 
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pleafure 'at once. But to the —_ man, death 


appeats in another light and with another aſpect. 


_ He is further to conſider, that he is juſt now 
lau nching out into the fathomleſs pit of eternity 
that he is entering upon a new, ſtrange, dark; and. | 
withal, unalterable ſtate of things—that he ſhall 
be, in a few minutes, what at preſent he has no 
notion of, and u hat he muſt be for ever that he 


is now about to throw his laſt and great caſt ; and 


de reſolved, once for all, of his whole condition; 
that he is now paſſing from time to eternity, 


eternity of happineſs or miſery. And what a 
dreadful moment muſt that needs be, which a little 


precedes this great tranſaction. When a man 


ſtands upon the very edge and brink of the pre- 


cipice, juſt upon turning off, and has the great 


gulph of eternity in view. — Nothing, certainly, 
can be more dreadful than this; except that very 
point that divides time from eternity; the end 
of the former and the beginning of the datter, ac- 
tually determines the buſineſs of our happineſs or 
damnation. And now, fince to die, is no leſs a 


thing in its conſequence, than to be either ſaved 


or damned; to be actually happy, or eternally 

miſerable; it cannot ſure, but be of vaſt import- 
ance to a man, to conſider, which of theſe two is 
like to be his lot, when he is juſt about to try one 
 ofthem. Nay indeed, it will then nearly concern him, 
to be pretty well aſſured of rhe welfare of his future 
ſtate: then, if ever, he will rightly underſtand the in- 
eſtimable price of a quiet conſcience, of a ſatisfied 


mind, and of a hope full of glory and immorta- 


tality: then, if ever he will, that that, which was 
| always 
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always. a. continual feaſt, is now a ſovereign cor- 
dial. and the food of angels: for never, certainly. 

is peace and comfort more ſcaſonable than at this 
preſent inſtant never ſo much need of it, and 
never ſo much value to be ſet upon it never 
can it more avail us to be ſatisfied concerning our 
nal condition, then when we are Juſt entering 
upon it; — never more refreſhing to have ſome few 


beams of light, than, when we are paſſing through 


the dark valley and ſhadow of death. Then there- 
fore if ever, we ſhall value this rich pearl, a good 


conſcience and be well content; if we had parted 


with all our ſubſtance for the purchaſe of it.— 


We. ſhall then be fully convinced how much it 


outweighs all the remporary pleaſures of ſin ; nay, . 


and the ſeverities of virtue too: and that if our 
whole life had been one continued act of penance 


and auſterity, it would have been abundantly re- 
compenſed by the ſatisfaction and conſolation of 
this one moment. Andwithout queſtion, it muſt be 


an unſpeakable ſatisfaction to a dying man, when, 


if he looks backwards, he ſees a life well ſpent; 
if forwards, he has a clear proſpect before him of 
life and glory; and when he can ſay with good 
king Hezekiah, ** remember now, O Lord, I be- 
ſeech thee, how TI have walked before thee with 


truth and, with a perfect heart, and have done 


that which is good in thy fight.” And with the 


great apoſtle, when within view of his diſſolution, 
* have fought a good fight, and have finiſhed? my 
courſe; I have kept the faith; henceforth there is 


| laid up for me a crown of riches, which God the 
righteous judge ſhall "oaks me at that Cay Pha. 


what 
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man in, his aſt hour, w hen he is king leave of 
| his body, and ſhaking hands with the W hole world; 
when all are fad about him and 0 for him, 


then to conſider, that there i is A better ſtake, which! 


through Chriſt, he, has, an jindifputable title to: 


that when his earthly tabernacle i is diffolved, he 
has a building of God, an houſe | made without 


bands, cternal in the heavens: that when he mall 


Ceaſe to live with men, | he ſhall dwell with God: and 
converſe. with angels; in ſhort, that he is to leave 
nothing but vanities and ſhadows behind him; Jhd 
that he has the ſolid and real happincls o 1 whole 
eternity before; him. 

What a mild and unterrifying thing i is death to 
ſuch;a man as this; and with what ſerenit) ty and 
5 chearſulneſs does he entertain its ſummons. 'He 
can receive. the ſentence of. death without tremb- 
Ang; and its warnings are no more to him, than 
vas the voice of God to moſes, when he faid to 

' him, get. thee. up to mount Nebo and die chere. 
For now be feels the approach of that Talvation 


with; Joy, which he had before wrought out with 


fear and trembling: and can lay down bis body 
with a holy hope, having poſſeſſed it in lanctifca- 
tion and honour. And what a happy ſtate of mind 

Ws * this; — how far exceeding all the 'commioh ob- 
Jects of deſire and envy, and all thoſe Pleafures 


of; fin, for whoſe ſake it is yet frequently ” put to 


"the hazard, and. too often foolithty cxchatiged 
To live, with peace of conſcience ' is a fin ing 1 
3 but much more to die with it: then if 


ever, tis a peace that paſſeth all underſtanding; 
- 1o 


han, ene fatisfatjon muſt ir be for a 
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rp it 2 had Balaam for that patente wim 
of his, let me die the death of the righteous, 
and let my laſt end be like. bis.“ But this we 


wn be farther conyinced ol by confi dering. «£4, Wh 
Secondly, The miſerable, condition of 50. 


* eee, this peace at the hour of death. This | 
may be, conceived in a double degree, either by 


e doubt or diſtruſt, or 7 way. of dow prigbt 
deſpair. 81 27 104 703 
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We will ſuppoſe then, f in "the firſt place, a, man 


2 * eee his death, bed, who. has led his life To 


indifferently, or repented ſo lately or imperfectly, 


that it, is matter of reaſonable queſtion, whether he | 


has an intereſt in the new covenant or ng. —Whar 


a ſtrange ſort of ſuſpence muſt ſuch a,man be in! 


21000} \wretchedly. muſt his mind be. tormented! 
What a diſconſolate, what. a damping. thought 


muſt it be, for ſuch a man to conſider, that he is 


nox goigg out of the world, but he does not know 


Whither; that there are two ſtates of eternity,; 5 | 


he does not know which ſhall fall to his lot; 


when his ſoul is diſlodged from his body, * 


_ ſhall give her the firſt greeting, an angel ora devil. 
And how muſt ſuch an uncertain ſoul tremble E 
be confounded, in this her dark paſfage: 

2 terrible thing, even to be doubtful, in an chat of 
- ſuch vaſt moment! 


But ifa man, by reaſon of the notorious enormity | 


Fl life, is, ſo far a ſtranger to this peace, as to be in 
utter deſpair of his ſalvation; his condition then i is 
ſo miſerable, that no words canexpreſs. With what 
amazement will he then look both backward and 


- (forward upon his ſins, and his approaching eter- 
nity ; 


| => 64 15 
pity: pF y * Gal of indignation vin he be 


"againſt himſelf, for neglecting, u hen he bad o 


many opportunities, the things that belong to his 
Peace; and which he no perceives to be for ever 
hid, from his eye. The memory of a ſinful life is 
"always, Jormenting, whatever there may be in the 
Preſent enjoyment of it: and the expectation of 
Judges! is always terrible but never do either 
ok them appear i in their true colours, till a man 
comes to die. — Then he begins to have a ſenſe 
and apprehenſion of them, ſome what like chat our 
Saviour had in the garden, which put him into an 
. agony, and ſweat rene 
When a man comes within view Ocken 
then will he be moſt concerned for his miſuſe of 


time. The ſcripture compares a wicked man to a 


© troubled ſea, always working and uneaſy; but 
about the time of death, he is all over ſtorm and 


| 2 _ tempeſt: who can expreſs the diſturbance and con- 


fufion he then feels. For a man to think he is 
jut going to give an account before God of ſuch 


A life, as he cannot reflect upon privately without 


ſhame and amazement: and to be ſentenced to a 
place of torment, from whence there is no re- 
demption; to think that he has lived idly and in- 
. Ggnificantly, wickedly and unaccountably; and 


: neglected that only time of probation, that only 


opportunity of happineſs allowed him—an. oppor- 
tunity that was procured him at no leſs a rate than 
the death of his Saviour; and which was denied 
10 angels that ſinned: to think that he has neg- 
lected ſo great ſalvation, and that now he muſt 
be miſerable and undone for « ever, when with eaſe, 
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la 


* 


* 
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(5), 
he ide have bill for ever happy, 1 Toe all this, | 


for the fake of ſome lin le trifling intereſts or 
pleaſures; for dreams and ſhadows; for that which, 


never was conſiderable, and now is of no valde at 


all What can be more afflicting than this? How 


can any man ſupport himſelf under the agony of 


ſuch a conſideration? For it is a ſtate of mind, full 
of the utmoſt darkneſs, and but one remove from 
. the mifery af damnation! 

And now I think, from this Andes of hor- 
ror, it may with eaſe be conceived, what an inva- 
luable bleſſing and happineſs it is, to have peace at 
the laſ.—I mean, at our laſt hour. If there be any 


one that is not enough ſatis fied with it, let him aſk 
a dying man the queſtion, and then remain an in- 


fidel if he can, 
now confider Peace at the 10. as it ſigni- 


fies everlaſting peace, or the peace of the laſt and 
unchangeable ſtate of man in the other world. 


But this is that peace which paſſeth all under- 
ſtanding, all conception, and all expreflion ; and 
| between which and any thing of this world, there 


is no proportion. What the apoſtle ſays of the 


ſufferings, is as true of the pleaſures and enjoy- 


ments of this preſent world: they are neither of them 
worthy to be compared with the glory that ſhall 
be revealed. 


E may therefore omit any further en- 
largement upon this, as infinitely beyond our 


comprehenſion; and conclude this diſcourſe with 


this brief exhortation. 
That as time itſelf is ſhort, ſo the time of man is 
much ſnorter.— That eternity has neither end nor 


change; and every man is haſtening to his eter- 


nity and unchangeable ſtate; and therefore it inli- 
1 nitely 
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SERMON vi. FONG 
"iq «$417 } en MELTSPNDAY. 


ere ii. 1. | | 


4¹¹ when the. 49 of pentecoft was fally come, they, 


were all with one accord, In one Place. | 


| hath been the univerſal cuſtom of the Church 
of Chriſt, to celebrate this day in cormemoration' 
of the miraculous miſſion of the Holy Ghoft:— 
The hiſtory whereof is here given by St. Luke, in 
a brief narration in this chapter; deſcribing the 
time, when it was; and the perſons to whom; with 
the manner how, and the effects thereof, &. 
The firſt expreſſeth two particulars.—The time 
of the deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt. —The perſons 
on whom he deſcended, and the eſtate in which 
they were. For the time of this ſoletnn miſſion, 
and miraculous deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt. The 
text ſaith it was ſo, when the day of penteciſ was 


fully come. This was a jewiſh feſtival, ſo. called, 


+ becauſe jt was ever kept on the main * after 


the feaſt of the paſſover. 
There were among the jews, three more eſpe- 


cially ſolemn anniverſary feſtivals'obſerved. —The' | 
feat ot paſſover, on the ſecond day of which feaſt, - 


the firſt fruits of the harveſt were offered unto God, 


vit. the firſt fruits of the barley which was ſooner. 


ripe than the heat. The feaſt of pentecoſt, when 
they offered the firſt fruits of their wheat. The 


A . 


* 
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fealt of 8 which was after the compleat. 
ing of the harveſt and vintage. Theſe three feaſts 
did excellently reprefent and, ſignify unto us the 


three degrees of dur ſalvation.—<Our redemption, 
repreſenteth in the feaſt of paſſover, in which the . 
paſchal lamb was ſlain this type of Chriſt ; by 


whoſe precious blood, as of a lamb without ſpot or 


blemiſh, we are redeemed. —Our regeneration and 


ſan&tification, by the firſt fruits and earneſt of the 
' ſpirit; repreſented by offering the firſt fruits of 
the earth.—Our glorification, which was repre, 
| ſented in that moſt Joyful ſolemnity-of the feaſt of 
- tabernacles, which in the end of the year, after. 
they had finiſhed the labour of harveſt and vintage, 
was celebrated by the zelten with much . 
neſs and rejoicing. | 1 N 

Now of theſe . feaſts,. EY, was the: 
middle one; ordained. eſpecially, for the comme. 
morat ion of tyo great benefits, viz. the promul- 
gation of the law on mount Sinai; for, it was fifty 
days after the feaſt of the paſſover, that the iſtaelites 


came unto mount Sinai, and then and there re- 
cCeeived the law; and therefore kept as a memorable. 
and ſolemn feaſt. The entrance into, and poſ- 


ſeſſion of the land of Canaan.— This is clear from 


Deuteronomy, where the iſraelites were, when 


they came into, and poſſeſſed that holy land; to take 
the firſt of all the fruits of the., earth, and put it in 
a baſket, and bring it into the place Which the 
Lord ſhould chuſe to place his name there; mak - 
ing confeſſion of the exile and miſery, in the houſe- 


of bondage, in the land of Egypt; ke —. ; 
God for his great power, and goodneſs, and mercy, 


in bringing them from thence into the land of Ca- 
naan, flowing with milk and honey. 


— 4 


6 


AQ 


bk. 


in the name of all the people of Iſrael; and not by 
each one ſeverally. But at the feſtival. of gentecalg 
all the iſraelites, at leaſt ſome that were deputed 
from every city, brought of the firſtrof the fruitd 


r 
5 


1 4 0 | 
there was indeed, offered at the feaſt of paſſover, on | 


the morrow after the Sabbath, the firſt finiſhiof the 


harveſt; but it was a ſingle ſheaf of barley; offered 


unto Jeruſalem; with ſinging and inſtruments ot 
muſic; and there offered them up unto the Lord. 
No on this day, on vhich the jews commemo- 


rated theſe two great benefits and bleſſings; vie-! 
| the promulgation of the law, and the inheritance: 


of the land of Canaan;- by the oblation of the firſt 
fruits, it pleaſed God to manifeſt this wonderful 


myſtery, of the deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt., 


- But why, may you:aſk, at this very time of pen 
tecoſt, would God thus pour out his ſpirit in this 
miraculous miſſion.—I anſwer (probably) in ge- 
neral. For the greater manifeſtation and celebrity 
of the miracle, which was certainly much more 


eminent and illuſtrious; being at ſuch a ſeaſon, and 


at ſo great a ſolemn feaſt: for then there was a great 


Confluence of people from divers parts; and the 


fame and report of the miracle, would be the more 
ſpread abroad and divulged. Therefore, the Holy 
Ghoſt appeared ſo viſibly, that the miracle of his 
miſſion might not be obſcure, but publiſhed to 
the benefit of the world; and therefore, moſt fitly, 


at ſuch time, amid ſo great an appearance and aſ- 
ſembly of people, which n to Jeruſalem at 
the feaſt of pentecoſt. | 18. „ Doria 


More particularly to hold an Me and cor- 
reſpondence with thoſe memorable things which 
were then celebrated; and to ſhew how thoſe typi- 


\ . cal 


LY 
— 
— 4 


I; II” 
4. 


— 
— 2 


93 — 
> 4 98 
3 4 
7 . of 
* + = 
8 g 
. >. 
o & 


. A te EN = — 
— a _ AE, er a — 
% * 1. - g KS P "s . 6 ; 
- ” 2 i V 1 7 k 9 * 
; ” * MES = 
- hg = '* 


” 
— 


- £ > 5 * * 5 
C 
\ — 
5 7 * 


5 (70) . | 
2 were then accompliſhed, i in the 


ſubſtuntial and plentiful effuſions vf the gifts and 


_ graces of the holy ſpirit. Ag the giving of tlie 
| hot vas then ſolemni ſed fifty days after the paſſo- 
Ver, and their departure from Egypt; and ſo, in 
proportion, anſwerably hereunto, the very ſame 
day is accompliſhed that prophecy: — it out of 


Lord from Jeruſalem.” Now was the promulga- 
tion of the goſpel, called by St. James, the royal 


la, as given by Chriſt, our King; and written in 
the hearts of his ſervants by the Holy Ghoſt. Then 


was the law given by the miniſtration of angels; 
and given in terror, with lightninꝑgs and thunder; 
ordained indeed unto life“ being holy and juſt 


and good; but being weak through the fleſh, it 

became no other than a killing letter, and miniſ- 

tration of death; exacting the debt of univerſal 
obedience; and denouncing a curſe to every tranſ- 


greſſion and irritating and provoking luſt; But 
now, on the chriſtian pentecoſt, was the law | of- 


Chriſt; or the goſpel, given by the deſcent of, the 
Holy Ghoſt from heaven; not in terrors of light- 
ning and thunder; but in gentle, yet plentiful ef- 
fuſions of his grace and -gifts, with great joy 
ſitting on the heads and e. in che hearts of } 


his ſaints... 


This is ine det abba; as to n the Wes 
ſo-to ſhadow out the great difference between the 
law and the goſpel; that being given by the diſ- 
poſition of angels; engraven in tables of ſtone; 
vritten by the finger of God: and this, the minif. 

tration of: the: ſpirit; writing it, not on tables of 


bse ng in the fleſhly tables of the heart. 
And 


Zion ſhall go forth the law, and the word of tbe 
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And,as- vhs feſtival, was ;inftjzoted among the 
jews/in remembrance of the giving of the lay; fs. 
has it alſo a memorial of their introduction into 

the holy land, by the conduct of Joſhua And 
anſwerably hereunto, . it pleaſed God at this time 
to ſend his holy ſpirit; ho, like Joſhua, is our 
leader and captain; bringing us to the inheritance 
of the heavenly Canaan, of which that, earthly, was, 
a type. For, as Moſes, after he had freed the iſra- 
elites from che Egyptian bondage, departed this 


bed 


'; 


= 
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him Joſhua, to go befote and lead them. into the 
ö promiſed land: fo Chriſt, our redeemex, aſtet he 
|; had delivered us from the hands. of our ſpiritual; 


; encmies, by the merit of his paſſion, and purchaſed, 
| our peace and reconciliation with God, and. right 


5 to eternal life, and was taken up into Heaven; and 
received into glory; he ſent the Holy Ghoſt to be. 


our comſorter, and to lead us into all truth, and 


to abide with us, until he hath brought us through 


heavenly, Canaan, and everlaſting liſe. 
On the day of pentecoſt they offered the two, 


In, like ſort, as at this time, the lord of the harveſt 


ſo diſpoſing it, che apoſtle, by the aſſiſtance and of 


effectual working of the ſpirit, offered the. firſt=- 
fruits of their harveſt. unto, the Lord; For the 
ſame day there were added to them about three 


thouſand ſouls: which was. alſo, an earneſt and 5 


pledge of the full gathering in of the whole har- 
veſt, ee appointed time. 


life, and was received into heaven, leaving behind 


the Jordan of death; i into the poſſeſſion fes 


wave loaves, called the bread of the firft fruits, unto 
the Lord; which were, as a pledge and aſſurance; 
of a bleſſed in-gathering of the following harveſt, 


For 
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e of petiteboſt was fully cbme: and that this 


mirarulouffy- 
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1 8 5 and. in theſe reſpects, we fre 


the eghgraity bf the miſſion of the ſpirit, when the 


chrumffanck bftime*kath its weight, and deſerves 


eu? eonfileration. 33H, v3 21 4 1 0 * 2 


on whom the Holy, Spirixiſo: 
ſeeded; on the day of this great 
pentecoſt. el here particularly expreffed >: 


As for the pe 


| it id not 'faid, whether they - were the apoftles only, 

or the other diſeiples alſo the number of whoſe. 
names together were about an hundred and twenty: 
dut it is moſt piobable that they were the apoſtles ; 

8 only for of theim the evangeliſt Ras ſpoken Juſt: 


before: who! after he had ſaid that Matthias was 
chofen by lot into the place of Judas, and Was 


Aber with the eleven apoſtles, now imme 
diarely adds, that they were all aſſembled pris: 


Ahne Pate. Ts IR? 2 1+ 2} 37 TI 125 | 991 


his is certain; that St. Luke tells us oally? that 
ide Lord commanded his apoſtles to wait for the 


biptifm of the fpirit in Jeruſalem. He ſpeaka. not 
of any others. And the excelleney of their mia 
nĩſtry ſeems to requite, in fohie ſort; that they 


maul have received this grace, before alFothers. * 
For they were twelve beams of the fun of 'Fighte. | | 
* oufnefs, or twelve ; great torches of the truth, 
ö entighrening the whole world. They were, as the” 25 
\ twelve patriarchs of the new teſtament, to be con- 
ſec rated as c u]meniral paſtors throughout all the 
earth. They were, as the twelve wells of witeri in 
Elim, from whence the cryftat ſtreams of the water 


of life, "were tö be derived into alf parts. They 
were as the twelve ſtars in the crown of the wo- 
man rn was cloathed with the ſun, and the 

- moon, 
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nder her feet: And las the: twelve precious ſtones 
in the foundation of the celeſtial-Jeruſalem. On 
this conſideration we may; juſtly incline to the 


opinion of thoſe, who- hold, that the. holy ſpirit 


| deſcended. at: firſt upon the Apoſtles only. 
Heu ſoever that be, the text plainly, informs-us, 


that thoſe bleſſed faithful ſouls, to whom the, holy 


ſpirit, at this time, communicated himſelf, “were 


all with one accotd in one place.“ This ſhews us 
their unanimity and concord. This qualification of 
theſe perſons is here recorded, doubtleſs, as mat- 
ter of inſtruction to us, and a remarkable example 


for our imitation. As they waited for the ſpirit, 
ſo they were rightly diſpoſed to receive the ſpirit, 


- * being with one accord.” Nau, upon this point, 


we may very profitably obſerve, into what ſouls 


the heavenly ſpirit deſcends.:—thoſe who are in 
holy unity thoſe whom ſpiritual love ties and 


halds faſt together, in ſweet peace and concord, 
and mutual. amity z: theſe. he cheriſhes with his 
healthful and comfortable fire; theſe he honours 


_ with his bleſſed preſence. It ĩs to theſe that the 


Lord promiſes him: If two of you ſhall. agree 
on eatth, as touching any thing that they ſhall aſk, 
it ſhall be done for them of my father, which is in 


Heaven: for where two or three are gathered to- 


gether, there am l in the midſt of them.” It is 
to theſe that the prophet had long before promi- 
ſed bleſſing and life for their portion; the ſacged 
unction of the ſanctuary of God, and the dew of 
his mountains. This holy ſpirit, the only giver 
of all graces, loveth peace and kindneſs.— He de- 
ſcends not, dwells not, but in thoſe hearts where 
L. ä he 
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a gude this—he ſhuns and flies from fierce TOR 


cxuel ſouls, whom hatred and diſcord, envy and 
malice do poſſeſs, and fill with continuaP trouble: 
and as the ſcripture tepreſerits him in the viſion 
of Elijah; he comes and delights, not in whirl. 


winds and flames, in ſpirits of fire, and the vio- 


lences of paſſion; but, in a quiet and ſerene ſpirit, 
in a calin and meek heart, which an humble and 
ſerene charity preſerves i in eternal peace. 

Let us therefore labour to be of one accord, 
that we may be the more receptive of this bleſſed 


ſpirit. Let us, at all times, bear about with us 


that badge of chriſtianity; holy charity; and be of 
dne heart and one ſoul, as the multitude of them 
that believed; and ſtudy to keep the n of the 

ſpirit in the bond of peace. | 

This ſhews us their ſociety-and conſort ; the ef. 
fect and conſequences of the former :—they were 
all in one, or the ſame place, viz. an upper room 
in att houſe in Jeruſalem, where they all waited 
for the promife of their father, according to 
Chriſt's command, and were now aſſociated in one 
place. Now from this commendable practice of 
the mutual ſociety, which was fo happily ſuc- 


ceſsful in the effuſion of the ſpirit, we may ob- 


ſerve this point of inſtruction to our edification. 
That for chriſtians to aſfociate themſelves in 
one and the ſame place, for the worſhip of God, 


and the exerciſe of religious duties, is a thing very 


acceptable to God, and advantageous to ourſelves: 
This cannot but be acceptable to God, becauſe it 
is an effect or evidence of love, peace, and unani- 

mity: which is moſt pleaſing to *. who is cal 
88 | 7 1 led 


Ch 


led Love, and ſtiled the God of Peace. It is ad- 
| vantazeous to us, be auſe God hath graciouſly. . 
promiſed to be preſent with his people, more eſpe- 
cially when they are gathered together in his 
name, to worſhip him. The experience of which, 
how ſignally it was made good, in the moſt plen- 
tiful and wonderful effuſions of the Holy Ghoſt: 


at this time the narration of the evangeliſt here 


demonſtrates “* let us not then forſake the 


aſſembling of ourſelves together, as the manner of 
ſome. is:“ for many. ſcandalouſiy neglect the 
public congregation, ſtaying idly at home; neither 


_  frequenting this, nor any other place of worſhip ; 
chooſing either to walk about their grounds, or ſit 


in an alehouſe, than pay their duty and devotions 


to God, their Creator, and Preſever 3; and who ex- 


pects from them the ſervices of their whole lives. 


How can ſuch expect his bleſſing in this world or 


what aſſurance can they have of being happy i inthe 
next? Some deſpiſe thefe public aſſemblies, out 
of a proud conceit, thatthey know enough already, 
and need not be taught any more ; imagining they 
know as much as can be taught them :—if it be. 


ſo, they are very knowing indeed! But I am 
afraid ſuch arrogance and preſumption is no ſmall 


argument of their folly and ignorance. If any 
ſhall: ſay, for their excuſe, that they can privately 
read the ſermon; and other good books at home 


by themſelves :—to/ ſuch I reply, what will their 
reading profit them, if the holy ſpirit do not aſſiſt 
them? And he will not ſurely aſſiſt choſe with his 
grace, who do unworthily eject the means which 


he hath rech ordained. It is indeed profit- 
1 | 10 | 


. 
able and commendable to-read! a ſermom and 
other good bock at home: but then, the: uſer 
of this readiggꝭ is not to ſlight and neglect them: 
in the aſſemblies and miniſtry of the word and 
to deſpiſe propheſying; which ther apoſtle tells us, 
is the way to quench the ſpirit:ꝰ but to try and 
examine what we have heard or learned, and to- 
know whether" thoſe things are ſo. Again, many 
neglect to aſſemble themſelves together in due? 
places, reſorting to private conventicles; and ſo: 
dividing the church of God. Whereas we” ſee} 
here, that the diſeiples met and conxinued: ali of 
them, together in one plate; all that were in Je- 


ruſalem, within the ſame precincts.— They made 


no diviſions or ſeparations, like too many among 
us, WHO will not all come to one place to join in 
Prayer, and other duties of religion, with. their 
fellow chriſtians, who live in the ſame pariſh, 
within the fame bounds and limits. But ſurely 
in this their ſciſm, they are not led by the 
ſpirit of God, who is love; and maketh men to 
be of one mind in an houſe. Well, let us pity and 
pray for them, that they may return to a better 


' _ mind; and that they may be convinced of their 


error and ſinful diviſions; and may be redeemed 
to the ſociety and communion of the church: 
And; as for ourſelves; let us not forſake the aſſem«s 
bling of ourſelves together in the church of God, 
in due time and place: but let us, with David be 
glad when they ſay:unto us, let us go into the 
houſe of the Lord; thither let us go with the reſt 
of God's people, onen n thanks 1 
the name of the Lord. #1 
In 


10 77 . 
I 


of the apoſtles, if we would participate of their 
- heavenly baptiſm. Let us aſſbciate and perſe- 4 


vere together in prayers, and other holy exerciſes 


of religion ; and baniſhing from the midſt of us, all 
diſcord and hat red, and the troubles and confuſion 


which it cauſeth. Let us all, with one accord, 


expect with patience and joy, and love; the ac- 
compliſhment of the precious promiſes 1 the | 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt; 4 
It is that to which. alſo the myſtery of FA | 
| table doth oblige us, to which. we are invited. 
The bread, made up of many grains into one maſs. 
or lump; and the wine, conſiſtingof many grapes, 
in the ſame liquor, expreſs. the reſemblance. of. 


our union, in one body, in Jeſus Chriſt. If nature, 


or fortune, as they ſprak, have divided us, let the 
hand and voice of the Lord unite us Het the hope 
of his grace aſſemble. us together in his holy vor- 
ſhip;: and let us be wholly employed in the ſame. 
deſign, and wholly. occupied in the ſame buſineſs. 
I he ſees us in this eſtate, joy and. happineſs ſhall 4 
come, yea he will haſten the time of. it; and ſhed 
abroad upon us the graces. and conſolations of his 
| holy ſpirit. 25 


Now the God of patience and conſolation, . 
ou to be like minded one towards another, ac- 
cording; to Chriſt. Jeſus ; that ye may, with, one 


mind, and one mouth, glorify God, even the fa» 
reer of our Lord Jeſus,Chriſt. Aen. 
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for my e, is | meat indeed, and my Pod is drink 
21 5 2 wo 7 _ indeed. | 


the pany — animal life i is ſuſtained * 


| nouriſned by corporal meat and drink; ſo whatſo- 
ever our ſoul hath of vigour and force for the 


things af the kingdom of heaven; whatſoever 
ſpiritual life ir hath; and whatſoever it hath of 


nouriſhment,  ſubſiſtance, and progreſs, in the love 


of © God and in all chriſtian virtues that it 


draws/and' receives from Jeſus Chrift, as offered 


in ſacriſice to God, for us. And this is to be re- 
marked, that here, is treated of a ſpiritual life, 
and of the life of the ſoul ; and that ſuch as is the 


act of the mouth and corporal eating, for the nou- 


riſhment of the body, the ſame” are the acts of 
faith, and the meditations of the underſtanding, 
and the affection of the heart for the ar of the 
A 

So it is, that meat and drink 1 be ue 
tioned to the life, which ſhould be given and 


maintained by them. Now the fleſh and blood of 


Jeſus Chriſt, as offered to God on the croſs, have 


all the proportion and fitneſs, that could be re- 
quired, to the eternal life of our ſouls; in as much, 


as they are the moſt worthy price thereof; and 
that i it is 3 the — Father ſhould not be 
| fully 


that cauſe of wrath he had againſt ou 


(79 ) 
fully appeaſe1 and ſatisfied by this fleſh and blood. 
This fleſh and,blood offered in ſacrifice for us on the 
croſs, are the objects in which, God with the utmoſt 
complacence, the moſt entire obedience, and per- 
fect charity of his ſon ; and by the contentment and 
ſatisfaction he took therein, he blotteth out all 


ns; and 
ſendeth in the good ſavour of this fleth and this 
blood, an odour of an entire appeaſement. There- 


fore, the poor ſinner, whoſe ſoul, through the fear 


of God's anger, and the deſpair of ſalvation, lay 
languiſhing and dying, as in an extreme atrophy; . - 


no ſooner hears the goſpel, repreſenting the fleſh 
and the blood of Jeſus Chriſt the very ſon, of God, 
offered in ranſom to God for finners; but, if he 


believes, he finds his heart reſtored and vivified, 
as by a divine meat and holy drink—which re- 
vives him,. raiſes him up, and ſets him again on 


foot, His heart quite wounded and bruiſed, as 


it were before, is now full of hope and joy and 


- vigour. And whereas before, being wholly fright- 


ened with the wrath and curſe of God, he ſought 
to hide himſelf, as Adam did, from the preſence 


of God; he can now. dare to ſay, who ſhall con- 


demn—it is Chriſt that died, Conſidering this 


holy prieſt preſenting to God "bis body and blood, 
to be a propitiation for ſins ; he ſecs the throne of 


God to be a throne of grace, whither he goes with 
aſſurance to find grace and mercy. _ 

And if wine be a drink which cheereth the We 
of man; judge ye by the joy which the poor ſinner 
receiveth, in ſeeing himſelf abſolved from all his 
ſins, through. the blood of Jeſus Chriſt; if, or 

whether, 


? ite eds sg be not the drink ofithe foot, 
and vefily, whence can proceed that joy, which 
dhe feripture calls unſpeakable and glorious, but 
tom henee, that we feel ourſelves juſtified by 
- ith!” Being juſtified by faith, we have peace 
| with'God through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Surely, 
never ny drink or liquor fill the. ſpirit. of the 
prophet David with fo: much j joy, as the ſenſe of 
the peace of God, and remiſſion of his ſins gave 
him, hen he cried out, bleſſed is he, whoſe trans- 
greſſion is forgiven, and whoſe fin is covered 
Bleed is the man unto whom the Lord imputeth 
not iniquity. Therefore if it be ſaid, *“ give 
ſtrong drink unto them that are ready to periſh, 
and wine to thofe that be of heavy hearts,” we 
may ſay, that the blood of Jeſus Chriſt is that 
wine and that ſtrong drink, which muſt be given 
to him that is dying. To ſee the wrath of God and 
that condemnation, which his fins have drawn upon 
him, — and then, if by faith in this bloed, he 
comes to repentance, he will ſee himſelf, a eri- 
minal : as he was, to become the child of God, and 
made an heir of the kingdom of heaven. 
But this is not all the virtue of this truly meat 
and drink; for after that the ſinner hath been once 
reſtored by it, and raiſed up from the ſtate ofdeath 
and wrath, wherein he was lying; he is then nou- 
riſhed by it, and his ſoul-draws its healthful con- 
ſtitutign from it, and if 1 may ſo ſpeak, its ſpi- 
ritual ſubſtance. —For when the finner, in whom 
ſin and vice had reigned, and who was abandoned 
to his luſts, comes to believe in Jeſus Chriſt, he 
4s obliged to believe the truth of 'that which is 
ſaid 


” 
, 
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"aid; God juſtifieth the ungodly, for, till this 
ne was wicked, and without works of righteouſneſs 


and holineſs; and therefore finding his ſoul is, 


| even till then, naked and deſtitute of chriſtian vir- 
tue and good works; he applies himſelf, to give 
it the ſubſtance and fullneſs of the love of God 
and of his neighbour; and to cloath it with the new 
man, created after God i in righteouſneſs and holi- 
nefs. 955 Now herein it is, that the fleſh and blood 


of Jeſus Chriſt, which hath raiſed him up in hope 


of grace and mercy, and vivified him, ſhall be 
| found to be alſo meat and drink; whereby the ſoul 
ſhall receive the good eſtate of the i image of God, 


11 the ſubſtance of all chriſtian virtues. 

Fur, In general, when we ſhall contemplate the 
fleſh and blood of Jeſus Chriſton the croſs, under the 
wrath of God againſt our fins ; bis feſb of the yery 
ſon of God pierced and put to death; and his blood 
ned in the vengeance God took for our offences; 
ſhall we not hate fin and iniquity, as a thing ſo ex- 
ecrable, that to expiate it, there was need that the 
very ſon of God, ſhould be clothed with fleſh and 
blood and ſuffer death. Shall not the believing 
Ganer look on his own fins as the nails which fas- 


tened the ſon of God to the croſs, and as the ſpear 


which pierced his ſacred ſide? And ſhall we not 
ſay and conclude thus; if this fleſh and blood of 
Jeſus Chriſt, were the obje& of the wrath of God 
againſt my ſins, it muſt needs be, that I ſhould 
hate my fins and renounce them! Otherwiſe, it 
would not be to believe that Jeſus Chriſt died for 


my. ſins, and that ſin were worthy of the extreme 


hatred of God, So again—if our concupiſence 
tempt us, and is found moved to ſome ſin and wick- 
M. edneſs; 


A 
um —-õ | 
_ - 
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e the fleſh and b blood of Jeſus Chift, if we 
ſet them before our eyes, will withdraw us from it, 

and 73 our fouls 3 in the fear e of God. 
bears tous, be capable of cayfing i in us, 9205 love 
| towards the perſon who ſp | loves us; and if 3 moſt 
ſignal and eminent benefit be capable of raifing in in 
us, gratitude, and affectlon towards our bensfac 
tor; this fleſh and blood offered e on the croſs, for 
us; are they not objects, 1 wherein ve e may clearly 
behold the ſuperlative and trahſcendant love oof the. 
holy- Father, and of his ſon Jeſus Chriſt towards, 
us? Of the heavenh father, that he, would, de- 
liver bis well beloy Sog unto death for us; and 
of the Son, 925 he hath not 1 e 15 life ind bis 


* 


we ſhould ſay—ſcarcely for a a "righreous' man wit 
one die; yet, peradventure, for 3 a good, man, fon e 
will even dare to die. But God commendeth is 
love toward uz, in that when we were vet gane 
Chriſt died for us. And ſo we ſee, that i in the fleſh 
and, blogd of Jeſus Chriſt, there 1 Is the true nou- | 
riſhment of our ſouls in the love of God; that 
is, they are powerful motives of our ſouls to love 
God, and- ro ſtudy all our lives to pleaſe bim: 
otherwiſe we are harder than braſs, and more in. 
ſenſible than rocks and marbles. 
1. birdly, Whereas, the love of this world is a 
perpetual, temptation tous; by the luſt of the fleſh; 
the luſt of. the eyes; and the pride of life: what is 
5 there that can more incite us to the contempt of 
the world, and all the things that are in it, than 
the conſideration of the croſs of Jeſus Chriſt :— 
where 


(61 


here we ſee that his fleſh was mortified and de- 
prived of all life, in which he had uſed this world, 


its meat; its. drink, its veſtement, and its air? 


Without doubt, if, when the wealth, and the plea- 
ſutes, and the glory of this world, tempt us, we 
look on the fleſh of Jeſus Chriſt, wounded and de- 


prived of all the goods · of this life, upon the croſs; 


there will be formed in our hearts a contempt and 


diſdain of all that which glitters ſo i in the eyes of 


worldlings; and of all the carnal pleaſures i in which 


they place the ſovereign good. The fleſh of Jeſus 


_ Chriſt crucified, being imprinted in our ſouls, will 


make us crucify the fleſh, with the luſts and affec- 


tions thereof 


And if we come to particularize chriſtian virtues, 
ie is the impreſſion, of Jeſus Chriſt upon our ſouls 
(of rhe fleſh and blood ) which will form them. 
As for example. It will oblige us to charity and 
beneficence to the poor and afflicted. For how 
can you refuſe to the members of Jeſus. Chriſt, 


ſome aſſiſtance; money, nouriſhment, and:<loath- 


ing; if we conſider that in this fleſh, and, blood 


Jeſus Chriſt refufed not his own life, neither for 


them nor, for us. And it is from the love of Jeſus 
Chriſt, manifeſted on the croſs, that the ſcripture 
dra ws its principal arguments to move us to love. 


Walk in love, as Chriſt alſo hath loved. us, and 
given himſelf for us, an offering, and a, ſacrifice 
to God for a ſweet ſmelling: ſavaur.. Herein is 
loves not that we loved God, but that he loved us, 
and ſent his ſon to be a propitiation for our ſins; 


—* Beloved, if God ſo due ought alſo to 


love one another.“ ee 


And as for meokneſs, to forgive our neighbours | 
the 


Rnd | 7'S) 
| tiberenl we have received from them is it not 

alſo the imprefſion in our ſpirits of Jeſus Chriſt, 
ſtretched out on the croſs for us, who had offended 
him, which forms us to this virtue? For if he hath 
pardoned us our offences in ſo great number, and 
ſo heinous; even us who were infinitely inferior to 
him, and were indebred to him for out being, and 
all our well-being: how can we refuſe to pardon 
ſome offences to our neighbours, who have not their 


being from us, who are equal to us in nature, and to 
whom weare obliged, as being ** our fleſh-and our 


* 


blood? And ſo the ſeripture propounds to us the 


pardon that God gives us, as an example which 
ſhould always be ſet before our eyes.“ Put on 
therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved; 
"bowels of mercy, kindneſs, humbleneſs of mind, 
meekneſs, long ſufferings; forbearing one another, 
and forgiving one another, —if any man have a 
quarrel againſt any—even as Chriſt forgave you, 
ſo alſo do'ye;”—and again, let this mind be in 
you which was alſo in Chriſt Jeſus.— « You ſee 
how we muſt perpetually digeſt in our ſouls Jeſus 
Chriſt, crucified, to be nouriſhed - thereby, and 
ſtrengthened 1 in ne r and in t all 72957 
works. 2 80 
And if we are in adverſities and afflitions, aka 
| even in death itſelf, how admirable is the force 
and vigour which is conveyed to us from the fleſh 
of Jeſus Chriſt, ſuffering and dying on the eroſs. 
It will be a reſtorative to our ſouls, which will ſup- 
port them, and fill them with courage and con- 
ſtancy, that we may finiſh' our courſe, and obtain 
the victory! We read, that when Elijah was quite 
wearied in His body, and perplexed i in his ſpirit; 
| becauſe 


LY 
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of 
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xo 35 * | 
| becavſe'of the perſecution of Ahab; a cake and u 
cruſe of water, which the angel brought him, 


oy 


was this cake and cruſe of water, in compariſon of 
the heavenly meat and divinedrink of the fleſh and 
blood of Jeſus Chriſt; to fortify us in the greateſt 


ments and corrections from the fatherly hand of 
God; proofs of our faith and obedience, and exer- 
eiſes of patience; medicines of the ſoul, to purge 
it of its fins and luſts, as of evil humours, and to 
advance it in holineſs; means and inſtructions to 
make us die to the world, and live unto God. 
Hence it comes to paſs, that we have not only 
patience, but we glory alſo in tribulations:— 
and it is vigour, drawn from the death of Chriſt,” 
which the apoſtle exprefſes—* who ſhall ſeparate 
us trom* the love of Chriſt? Shall tribulation, 
or diſtreſs, or perſecution, or famine, or nakedneſs, 
or peril, or ſword? Nay, in all theſe things we are 
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more than conquerors through him that loved. 


us. a» 

And not only in the occaſion of pedo 
but alſo out of it: if death preſents itſelf to the 
faithful, in diſeaſes, old age, and natural ways; 

they ſee that the death of Jeſus Chriſt hath ſwal- 

5 lowed up death in victory, and hath made of our 
| death, a paſſage to life for our ſouls; and for our 
bodies, a preparative ta a glorious reſurrection.— 

Our body, which is ſown in the earth as a grain, 

- nat being able to be quickened except it die. 


Therefore, when the believer ſhall perceive bis 


life, and his fleſh failing, and ſhall not be able to 
take u more meat and drink, to ſtrengthen the 


Outer 


gave him ſtrength and vigour again.— But what 


; adverſities! All afflictions now are but chaſtiſe- 
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onter man; be ſhall fd | himſelf powerfully 
ſtrengthened in, the inner man, by faith in Jeſus 
- Chriſt; dead for his fins, and raiſed again for his 
duſtifcation; and, as by a heavenly and divine 
reſtorative, ſhall be full of ſtrength, and ſay 28 Job 


I knoy that my redeemer liveth, and that he 


mall ſtand at the latter day, upon the earth; and 


— after my. ſkin, worms deftroy this body; 


yet, in my fleſh, ſhall I ſee God; whom I ſhall fee 
for myſelf,, and mine eyes ſhall behold, and not 


another.. And as St. Paul Ik now — 1 


have believed, and am perſuaded that he is able to 
keep that Which I have committed unto him 
againſt that day,” —* In this faith he ſhall re- 
Joice himſelf in God, and ſhall, ſee the heavens 
opened, and reſign his ſpirit with peace into the 
hands of his Saviour: and When his bodily eyes 
ſhall be quite obſcured with the darkneſs of death, 


* he: ſhall have the eyes of his underſtanding en- 


lightened, to know what is the hope of his calling, 


and what the riches of the glory of his inheritance 


in the ſaints.“ Such ſhall be the force of this 


heavenly meet and drink, wherewith the believer 


ſhall be nouriſhed by faith. You, ſee how the 
elt and blood. of Jeſus Chriſt, giving to the.ſoul fo 


much force: and) vigour, and all that it hath of ſpi- 
ritual life, are its meat and drink, and that indeed, 


truly ſo, which is the next word to be conſi- 
dered: —how the fleſh and blood of Jeſus Chriſt, are 
meat and drink. The carnal truth i is that of the effects 
Which things carnal and terrene produce, properly 


and according to their earthly and carnal nature. 


“Spiritual truth,” is that which agrees to 
. things e and divine, by analogy, conve- 


nience, 


„ 
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nience, ſimilitude;and compe fon op theit Tpifituall 


effects; with the effects of things; earthly and carnal. 


For all things ſpiritual, and concerning the king- 
dom of heaven, which in hey ſeripture are 


called by the names of things carnal and terrenes 


have the truth thereof ſpiritualized; that is, by. 


true ſimilitude and compariſon. So, Jeſus Chriſt: 
in the goſpel, is called the light the way Hand. 
door: that is, tbe light which enlightens our ſauls: 


the way which leads us to the father; and the door! 
which introduceth us into heaven; by analogy and 
reſemblance to the light of the air, and to ways: 
and doors of houſes here below. And in things of 


this nature Jeſus Chriſt uſeth the word true I 


am the true vine.“ And in John be is called“ The 
light of men.“ Now by what truth is he the light 


and the vine? Is it by the truth proper and car- 
nal? No, but by the truth ſpiritual; as being andi 


doing to our ſouls that which the natural and car-, 
| poral light doth and is to our bodies, and a vine 


to its branches. In like ſort, Jeſus Chriſt.calleth, 


5 converſion «4 birth; which is not ſo, but by the: 


ſpiritual truth of ſimilitude and compariſons 
Which Nicodemus, not comprehending; and; reſt 


ing in the carnal truth, demanded; “ Ho can a 
man be born when he is old? Can he enter the 


fecond time into his mother's we mb and be born? 


And ſo; thoſe who hearing Jeſys Chriſt ſpeak of 


eating his fleſh-and drinking his blood, ſaid, how 


can this man give us his fleſh to eat? This is an 


hard faying, who can hear it? They reſted in 
the carnal truth, as Nicodemus did. And Chriſt 
oppoſeth to their underſtanding the ſpiritual truth. 

| e 


* 


e* 
# E 


(8) Rl 


ii the wirt torevickent—rou maſt . 5; 
_ Kind theſe things ſpiritually, not carnally. De 
not groſsly ſtop at my material fleſh, nor at. = | 
_ corporal männer of eating, which ate things un- 
_ - profitable! for the ſoul; but apprehend in my fleth 
that which is ſpiritual and quickening therein ;** 
that it is the ficſh of the ſon of the living God 
and that, in it, he ſuffered death and expiated fin, 


and fulfilled all righteouſneſs. The words that I 


words of life. to. 


This rides in both eee whom, God 
hath uſed terrene and corpbial elements for ſigns 
of things ſpiritual and celeſtial. Fot the ſigns 
there have their carnal verity, in effects agreeable 
to their corporal and earnal nature: and the thing 


ſignified, its ſpiritual truth in effects cotreſpon- 


dent to its ſpiritual nature. Thus in baptiſm; 
the water according to the carnal truth, waſhes. 
the filth of the body, and the blood of Jeſus Chriſt 


and his ſpirit, waſhes the ſoul from its ſins and 
vices, according to the ſpirit of truth. And ſo, in 


the holy ſupper, the bread and wine. nouriſh the 
body, according to the carnal truth of their nature; 


and the fleſh and blood of Jeſus Chriſt, as offered 
to God in ſacrifice for our ſins, nouriſh our ſouls 
— according; to the ſpiritual truth of their nature. 

Hereunto may be added, that the things of the 
kingdom of Heaven, under the goſpel, ſnould an- 
ſwer to the carnal and terrene; under the law, by 
a ſpiritual. truth; according to St. John—* the 


Un cometh, 1 now is, when the true worſhip- 
pers 


- 


n Nr * 


ſpeak unto you, they ate ſpirit and they are life; 
muſt be eee ee oO 1a; are the 


e 


0 


per wan wofdiprhe father, in ſpleſt;andincrochiot 


that' is; in'ſpiritual truth. — As then, the law had 


carnal and corporal eating of the paſchal lamb, _ 


and of the flefh of the facrifices; ſo the goſpel 
ſhould have the ſpiritual- manducation of Jeſus' 
Ehriſt our lamb, ſacrificed for us; and as there 
the mouth and ſtomach acted, ſo here, faith ſhauld' 


t that Chriſt ſhould dwell-in our hearts, dy 
» faith. * 


Abe e to ſnew further; now Auch eule our „asd 


had to ſay; that bis fleſh was meat indeed, and his 
Blood was drink indeed; it muſt be obſerved: That 
as things ſpiritual and moral are of a more noble 
kind, and of a more excellent nature, than things 
terrene and carnal;. ſo they do in their effects, ſur- 


mount the truth of carnal and terrene things, and 
have it in a more excellent and mote eminent de- 
gree. As for example, if Jeſus Chriſt be called light, 
he is more truly light than the light of the ſun; for 


that only enlightens the eyes of our body, and only 
mates plain and maniſeſt the ſurface of things cor- 


poral.— But Jeſus Chriſt enlightens the eyes of our 
underſtandings, and makes us to ſee the things of 


the kingdom of heaven, and to know God him- 
ſelf. So, if earthly meat be truly meat to the 


body, Jeſus Chriſt is yer more oy meat to the 
foul. For— 5 

- 1. Corporal meat doch not give life, but only 
maintains it where it is already: but the fleſh of 
Jeſus Chriſt not only maintains ſpiritual life, but 


gives it by his merit; and quickens believers. 


2. Earthly food maintains life, -but for a time, 


and hinders not death finally: but the fleſh of 


N Jeſus 


” 


dd 


8 makes Chriſt is meat; by which, thoſe who eat it 

live for ever. our fathers did eat manna in 
the wilderneſs, and are dead: this is the bread- 
which cometh down from heaven, that a man _ N 


eat thereof and not die. 
3. Earthly food extends its virtue ks to the 


docks. but Jeſus. Chriſt is meat, whoſe virtue ſo. 


appertains to the ſoul, to reconcile it to God, and 


to ſanctify it, as that it alſo is extended to the body; 


making it the temple of the Holy Ghoſt; and an 


inſtrument of righteouſneſs unto God; and ob- 
taining for it the privilege of a glorious reſurrec- 
tion according to John“ whoſo cateth my fleſh 


and drinketh my blood, hath eternal life; and I will 


raiſe him up at the laſt day. And If the ſpi- 
rit of him that raiſed up Jeſus Chriſt from the 


dead, dwell in you, he that raiſed up Chriſt from 
the dead, ſhall alſo quicken your mortal bodies by 
his ſpirit that dwelleth in you.. 
4. Corporal food is changed into our 8 
but. hath not the virtue to transform our ſubſtance. 
into itſelf. But Jeſus Chriſt is a meat which 
transformeth us into his likeneſs, viz. into the 


image of God in righteouſneſs and holineſs; and 


e us ſpiritual and heavenly creatures. 


6. Corporal meat is in us, and not we in it 


A | . the union we have with Jeſus Chriſt, is ſo ad- 
_. - mirable, that he dwelleth in us, and we in him. 
_ e that eateth my fleſh and drinketh my blood, 

dwelleth in me, and IL in him;“ and ſo it ſur- 
paſſes in its perfection, the union that meats have. 
with our bodies. 
* Lift, * and 1 food being taken, 
in 


1 


ö 


„ 


5 (9): 
in wes; is hurtful ; ſurcharging nature and be- 


jp ing turned into ſuperfluous humours: but the 
*  fpiritual food cannot be taken with exceſs; but 


the more faith receives it, the more it advanceth 
us in. piety and ſanctification, and fills us with all 
the fullneſs of God. | 

+ Thus you ſee, that the fleſh and blood of Jeſus 


c Chriſt, are, by the excellency of their virtues and 
effects, more truly meat and drink, than canthly | 
meat and drink. 


Fri, We ſhould then, be i amel 4 


- firous of this meat and this drink, and—* la- 


bour not ſo much for the meat that periſheth; 


but rather for that meat which endureth to 
_ everlaſting life; which the ſon of man ſhall give 
unto you; for him hath God the father ſealed.” If 


we have Jeſus Chriſt- for our food, we have life, 
yea life eternal, by this heavenly food. Let us 
then purge our ſouls of the hunger and thirſt of 
avarice, ambition, and carnal pleaſures, Let us 
renounce worldly luſts, that we may ſay as the 


- pſalmiſt—* as the hart panteth after the water 
| brooks, ſo panteth my ſoul aftertheeO God:—my 


ſoul thirſteth for God, for the living God.” And 


that we may receive the conſolation which Jeſus 


Chriſt gives to thoſe that have this hungering and 


thirſting—“ bleſſed are they who hunger and 


thirſt after an for 80 ſhall be fil- 


led. ” 
Secondly, Since God gives us ſ6 bountifully 


this meat and drink; doth it not ablige us, by 


his love to us, not to refuſe corporal food to his 
children; but to give to cat to him that is hun- 
25 | gry, ' 


TR) 


eee co him chat is thirſty; . to 


de merciful to the poor and needy; as our holy 
Father is Mereiſul to us? For if we be unfaithful 
and evil ſtewards, of earthly goods, it is not rea- 
ſonable that God ſhould give and entruſt us, with 
2's goofs heavenly and ſpiritual. 

_ » Thirdly, It behoveth in general, en en In 


dor words, and our actions, ſhould declarp ahd 
25 teſtify, that we are nouriſhed by Jeſus Chriſt—all 


our converſation being truth, charity, beneficence, 


And purity.” Thoſe whoſe liſe and converſation is 
miiated with evil ſpeaking, envy, injuſtice, and 


| ſwearing, declare that they nouriſh their ſouls 

with pdiſons to deſtroy chem, and not with [Jeſus 
Chriſt. It behoveth therefore, that our lives teſ- 
ufy that Jeſus Chriſt dwells in us; and that we 


may ſay with St. Paul—* I am crucified with 
Chriſt; nevertheleſs I live; yet not I, but Chriſt 
liyeth in me; and the life which I now live in 


the Meſh, I live by the faith of the Son of God, 
who loved me and gave himſelf ſor me.“ 


And having thus had the fleſh of Jeſus (Chriſt | 


for our meat, and his blood for our drink, we ſhall 
be able to fay, we have eaten of the true fruit, 
of the tree of life, which was in Paradiſe; ae- 
cording: as Jeſus Chriſt ſaith, * To him that over- 


cometh will Ii give to eat of the tree of life which 
is. in the midſt of the paradiſe of God. And as 


heretofore, the people of Iſrael being in the wil- 
derneſs, God ſent them 'manna, the bread of 


Heaven—ſo, being in this world as in a wilder- 


neſs, he hath-given-us to eat of the hidden manna, 
the true bread which came down from Heaven. 


And 


Vw 


930) 


G that we ſhall 
one day fit down with Abraham, Iſaac and Jacob, 


in the kingdom of Heaven, at the nuptial feaſt of 
the Lamb; where God ſhall ſatiate us with joy in 


the contemplation of his face; and make us drink 


of the rivers of his pleaſures, and give us thoſe. 
joys which are at his right han for evermote. 
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- SERMON | VEL... 
Ov T0871FICd TION BY FAITH. = 


— 1 — bas $: Ron. viii. 1. 


There Ne no (ondenination to themthat are in 


. Feſus. 


Tin chapter is the conclufion of the former 


treatiſe of juſtification, wherein the apoſtle ſum- 
marily collects the excellent ſtate of a chriſtian, 
- juſtified by faith in Chriſt; declaring it to be 


mb, that there is no condemnation to him, nor 


can any evil hurt him; and becauſe there are but 
two evils in this life which hurt us—ſin that re- 
mains in us, and affliction that follows us; againſt 
both theſe he arms the juſtified man : againſt the 
firſt to v. 17, and the ſecond to v. 31. 

So that the words, as in themſelves wan 


contain a conſolatory propoſition, or comfortable 
concluſion againſt the fear of God's wrath, juſtice, 


judgment, death, hell, and damnation—a remedy 


againſt theſe ſcruples, which God's children make 


againſt the certainty of their own eletion—a means 
whereby to anſwer and repel all thoſe objections 
whereby the devil would inveigle us, as if we did 


not belong to God: nay, they are an undoubted 


- rouchſtone, whereby we may diſcern and try, whe- 
ther we are not freed from condemnation; for, to 
them that are in Chriſt Jeſus, there is no condem- 


nation; as many as are in him are freed from the 


ſame; even as many as walk, not after the fleſh, 
but after the ſpirit. 


that 2 our n to Tien, where he ſays,** who 


(95) 
In the text, theſe two particulars are contained - 
1. Here is a conſolatory propoſition, or a eom— 


- fortable concluſion againſt the fear of God's 5 
. wrath; judgment, death, hell, and n. | 
condemnation. 


2. A limitation to whom there is no 3 | 


. nation, not to thoſe who walk after the fleſh, but 
after the ſpirit. 


Firſt, To begin with the comfortable . 


ſion, &c. that there is no condemnation to them 
that are in Chriſt Jeſus. Now condemnation, it. 

a a pronouncing of offenders guilty, upon the con- 
viction of an offence; yet the text, by their faith _ 


and. repentance, frees them from the damnatory. 


- ſentence, which pronounceth a curſe to every 
malefactor. And though it is granted all do fin, 


yet ſin doth not reigh in them, though they find 
themſelves after a ſort, wretched and miſerable; 
ſo that now and then they complain lamentably, 
yet there is no condemnation to them; for they 


are free both from the guilt and puniſhment due 
thereunto; though they find with the apoſtle, a 


law in their members rebelling againſt the law in 
their mind—yet ſaith he, there is no condemna- 
tion for me, as being accepted of God through 


Chriſt, who has already bore my ſins, and the pu- 
niſhment due to them; anſwering the juſtice of 


God, by fully ſatisfying for them; yea, cancel- - 
ling the bond that did witneſs his guilt, accuſing. 


and binding him over to the puniſhment thereof. 
But our deliverance is obtained, procured, and pur- 


chaſed, in and through Chriſt, which is implied in 


hath 
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> 0 he 

hath ech us und called: ve widhen hot eilig, 
' not according to our work, but according to his 
on purpoſe and grace, which was. given us in 


Hence comes out hope; and 15 a wid. 
__ againſtour natural corruptions ; with the aſſurance 


of our fall and perfect freedom therefrom; all 
which, is not grounded upon our inherent holi- 


- neſs; merit of works, of any thing that we our- 
 ſUlves can do, but only upon the merits and grace 


of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; for it is his blood that 
cleanſeth us from all fin. Never ſhall the fouP of | 
any mortal; being troubled in reſpect᷑ of ſin, and 


feeling the weight and burden of it lying heavy 
upon him, find eaſe, comfort, and freedom, but in 


and through Chriſt; whoſo ſeeketh to any other, 


loſeth his labour; and in digging rotten ciſterns 
to themſelves, forſake the fountain of living wa- 
ters. Long might Baal's prieſts have called upon 


him before. he could have heard them; and long 


may we ſeek comfort againſt our ſins, without this 


85 remedy, and go without it. So that, it is by 


Chrift, we regain all thoſe advantages which ſin 
had forfeited and loft; we are faved from that 
eternal deſtruction to which Satan had made us 


liable; our faults are expiated by the moſt aſtoniſh- | 


ing ſatisfaction of the blood of God, and our ran- 


ſom paid by his bitter and opprobrious death : So 
that there is nothing wanting to make us happy; 


for weare affured of all means from' God's grace, 


and innumerable motives to it from his promiſes, 


and the 1 of all, * dis infallible reward; 
ſo 


Cherſt Jeſus —for fo AY his wu name im- 
6 r 


OY thank our own ſelves CONS Hon 
But grant we ſhould feel our * rent Fx * 6 
der with.the rebellious motions of iniquity, and 


TY. (97%). e 
„ ea aadico God, believe not in Chtig; Ry: 


W's after all theſe, means and motives we miſcarry ß 


and miſs of Heaven and. happineſs, we muſt gen 


are grievouſly laden with ſin, yet you, even all you 


| J ſay, who now. hunger and thirſt after righteous- 


neſs, why are you ſo. ſad? Why are. you ſo heavy? 


Why are your hearts ſo, diſquieted within . you? 


Behold here, your conſolation! Behold here, your 
happineſs! Behold here, your full ſatisfaction in 


Chriſt l Ho ſoever ſin remaineth in you, yet it ſhall 
not ſo remain in you, as to condemn you, There 


is no. condemnation to them that are in Chrift Feſus... 
Having thus cleared this truth, let us now ſee 


nd conſider what are the condemnations from 
| mhich the juſtiſied are freed. 


Three times doth the Lord keep count W 
the wicked in the proceſs of condemnation. 


, The count of their own conſciences. 


2. The hour of death. 
A 3. The general day of ane * 
Firſt, No ſooner is ſin committed, but there 


ariſes a guilty; conſcience, within, which pro- 
nounceth ſentence againſt itſelf; which ſentence, 
though we endeavourto ſtifle, yet the voice of our 
difordered-affections are ſo loud, that they hear as 
much as, makes them. inexcuſable, and breeds in 
them a certain fear and terror, which is but the 


forerunner of a more fearful judgment. For there 


is ſuch a ſting in it, as draws ſhame and puniſh- 


ment after it; not in the open market place but in 
the Ord aa of the cloſet. We are not 
O : alone, | 


\ 
— 


063 


1 in the cloſeſt retirement | 


hat wt can find to fin in there i is an eye, an ear, 


i handwriting; for we have a certain law. in our 


hearts, which upbraids our ſins to us, as ſoon as 

ever we have committed them; ns "wounded 
ſpirit, who can bear? a Ws N 

+ Secondly, The Se count i is 1a in the hour of 

_ -Geath; When the Lord doth- not only repeat the 

former ſentence, and that in a more fearful man- 

nerz but he likewiſe proceeds to execution; ad- 


judging their bodies to the grave, and their fouls 


to be baniſhed from God's preſence for ever, 80 


that the higheſt pleaſures he now enjoys, muſt 'be 
| "daſhed with this bitter remembrance, that they 
- - muſt end. O death, how bitter is the remem- 
brance of thee to à man that fiveth at reſt in his 
poſſeſſions. So that a vitious man is even tortured 
with a ſtrange variety of diſappointments, and 
veatieth himfelf to commit een h cad 
his latter end. 
_ Thirdly, The day of ga r ſhall be 3 
fkearful, when all the wicked ſhall be condemn- 
0 ed in God's high and ſupreme court of juſ- 
We tice; and the books opened; according to Wray 
the judge of Heaven will proceed to ſentence. 
The book of the law which ſhewed to Wan We 
* he ſhould do: Then the book of conſcience, which 
ſhall then ſhew him what he has done: for the law 
will plead for the tranſgreſſion of her precepts; 
urging,” "that the wicked might be puniſhed for 
their unreaſonable diſobedience; her commands 
for number being but ten, ſo no burden to the 
memory; for the underſtanding, plain; being writ- 
ten in tho heart of every man; and by the holinef of 
Yo our 
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| « 99 1 
our nature received at the creation, ſuch as we 


might have performed; nor any ways profitable for: 

© God that gave; but for man that received them. 
And then conſcience ſhall witneſs againſt him for 
the breach of every precept of the law, with the 


circumſtances of the manner, time and place and 


this ſhall be moſt horrible, not only in regard of 
the manner, but of the irrevocable ſentence of 


damnation — and if Moſes trembled at the delivery | 


af the law, what ſhall the wicked do at the exe- 
cution thereof. 


So that theſe books, "4 which our cauſe ami; 


' be tried, ſhall be the evidences produced. of mens. 
- actions in this life; the teſtimonies of their con- 
ſciences and the infallible records of God's exact 


obſervation and remembrance. Theſe and infinite, 


'- accuſations ſhall riſe up againſt the wicked. But 
ch l the joy of thoſe. that are in Chriſt Jeſus! 
\ How ineſtimable a treaſure will a good conſcience 


be at that day.! A conſcience that will bear us out, 


and be approved of and allowed by the judge! 


How joyfully will they receive the ſentence, come 
ve bleſſed children, enter e into the reſt of your 


Father!” 
Having thus vindicated this unh 2 5 * er 
darts of ſatan, that there is no condemnation to 
them that are in Chriſt Jeſus. Now to confirm 


the weak and to remove the doubts of the ſerupu- 
lous, I ſhall offer theſe infallible tokens, by which 


ve may certainly know, that we are in Chriſt. 


God hath ordained baptiſm. to be the out- 


ward ſign of our putting on Chriſt; the outward 


means of engrafting into him, and conformity 


ou him, in the fimilitude of his death and reſur- 


rection ; 


«1 


— 


1 
* - 
— ͤ—— 
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- a; which Rane and (Hig wt d- 


lemnly made in the face of the congregation, and 
mould be conſtahtly renewed! at the Lord's ſupper; 
. . profeſſ ing, when we come to years of diſcretion, 


and acknowledging Chriſt to be our Saviour. By 
this participation of the virtue and efficacy of 


Chriſt's righteouſneſs, apprehended by faith, we 
| believers become' one with him, and he with us:— 

he is our he'd, we are his members; and as the 
members are knit and united to the head, ſo are 
ve as members, engrafted into Chriſt; and as the 
heat and life which is in the head, is diſperſed and 
diffuſed into every member, ſo the life and graces 


which are in Chriſt, are through his conjunction, 
made proper and communicated to us. For we, 


ſaith the apoſtle, © are members of his body, his 
Meth; and his bones ; - all which is comprehended 
5 faith, "wrought. in us by the ſpirit; revealed to 
us by the ſon; delivered to us by the word of God; 

and ſealed to us by the holy ſacraments.” . £ 
. They that are in Chriſt live a holy and ſanc- 
tified life; they are ſuch as walk, not after the 
fleſh, but after the ſpirit; they live according to 
the motion and guidance of grace and ſanctifica- 


tion, which is implied in that of our apoſtle ' if 


any man be in Chriſt, he is a new creature; Which 
St. John explains, ſaying, © whoſoever abideth in 
him, ſinneth not;“ that is to ſay, makes not a 
trade and common practice of fin; but his life 
is holy and ſanctified.— So that an holy converſa- 
tion is an infallible ſign of our union with Chriſt. 
As the life of the body is diſcerned by moving, ſo 
the life of faith is known by good works. We 
| eſteem that body dead, or at, leaſt near unto death, 
which 


| 6810 e 
Sich is not able to move, or do any action per 
raining to the natural life; and ſo we may con- 
clude* that ſoul to be dead i in fin which hath no 
delight or power to execute any ſpiritual action; 
but walketh and acteth after the fleſh. © An holy 
converſation muſt be our witneſs, that we live a 
holy and godly life, It is not the naked profeſſion” 
of chriſtianity that will prove us to be in Chriſt ; 
e for the moſt part, make the greateſt 
out ward ſhew of piety and devotion) but a ſancti- 
fed life and covering agreeable to * word 


The 5 of a NOT tree, we we all know, is 


yielding good fruit; which every tree that does 
not, though otherwiſe ever ſq beautiful to the eye, 


- ſhall certainly be hewn down, and caſt into the 


fire; and yet, not every one that ſaith to him Lord 


Lord, ſhall be ſaved; but ſuch only who obſerve' 
his law, and keep his commandments. So that it 


clearly appears, and is a plain ſign, that the oun- 
ing of Jeſus, and profeſſing his doctrine, will ſtand 


us in no ſtead, who are not careful to conform 


their lives to the rules and preſcripts of it. 
© The third ſign of our being in Chriſt, 


when we walk; even as he walked. That ſoldier 
merits the laurel who follows his commander ; and 
that (Chriſtian deſerves the everlaſting crown' of 


glory, who follows the example of Chriſt: he is obr 
conquering Joſhua, who conducteth us ſafely 
through the wild wilderneſs of this world, into the 
celeſtial career of quietneſs. Who would not fol- 
low ſuch a leader ſuch a commander? When, by 


our obedience and conformity to his commands 


hora example, we ſhall undoubtedly 'obtain that 
Wa crown 
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Conn of glory, which faderh. 3 
precepts he hath given us are fo. plaih, that ho-. 
ſoever is obedient to them, cannot: miſs of ſalva- 


8 has left us ſuch a pattern and example to 


ſollow, that if we tread in his ſteps, we cannot fail 
_ of Heaven and happineſs... He was holy, harmleſs, 
| 2 humble, and tender hearted.— 0 that 


our practices were anſwerable ta our pattern! 
© That we did live and write according to his copy! 
© Thazime: could live anſwerably to our profeſſion !. 


O that we would call to mind that Chriſt hath 


not ſatisfied for us, that we ſhould live as we liffl 
That he hath not redeemed. us. from darkneſs, that 


| «we. ſhould, run into ſin, but live according to his. 


will in newneſs of life | That there were in us that 
which God requires at our hands; holineſs in our: 
tion, humility in our hearts, thankfulneſs im 


5 our perſons, obedience and conformity in our 


lives and converſations.— Then ſhould we be: 
known to be true unde, when we. did «hun: 
walk, even as Chriſt walked. 

Then ſhould we have the grace of 6 
wow” ſanctification wrought in us by the ſpirit of 


God; that new and ſpiritual diſpoſition working 
in our minds wills and affections, conformity to 
the maſter Chriſt, and the law of God: having an 
_ earneſt deſire. both to know and walk in all God's, - 


. commandments; to be ſorry for our miſpent hours, 
with a firm: reſolution to return unto him with 
hearty prayers and contrite hearts; being re ſolved 


in all things to pleaſe God, and to be Taithful ſer- 
|  vants of our ever blefled Jeſus, U 


Thus have I given a plain account of the text, 


8 and. uf that comfortable concluſion, that there is 
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aw) beinen 'to them . that "ave in Cbriy yh 


2 - Together with God's keeping three counts of con- 
fſcccience, death and judgment; and likewiſe of 
thoſe infallible Sins and tokens, ' by which we 


may certainly know whether we be in Chriſt: 


That which remains is to eee 5 
As feriouſly conſider the comfortable ſtate and con- 


_=dition of all fuch as are truly in Jeſus Chriſt. 


They are free from that damnatory ſentence '6f 
God, pronouncing them guilty, and adjudging 
"thoſe to eternal damnation” who break the law. 
They are freed; being as neon coated wage | 


| that worthy of eternal ſalvation. 
What happineſs ſoever- can be by the art. and 

| ee er man expreſſed, or their hearts wiſh 
for, or their minds but imagine, the ſame and 


much more, is fully and truly to be found in Chriſt 
Jeſus. He humbled himſelfto exalt us; he deſcended 


that we might aſcend into Heaven; he was eruciſſed, 


that we might be ranſomed from the puniſument of 


our fins; he was condemned that we might eſcape 
condemnation; whichſhould quicken us by all means 
to be grafted into him, to be branches ot this liv- 


ing vine; members of this head; and ſpouſes mar- 


ried to this huſband; that ſo, eternal joys and hap- 


pineſs may redound to us, who are reconciled to 
God, through Chriſt. And to quieken our endea- 


vours hereunto, let us conſider hoth thy TO 

| and utility of being in Chriſt, 

The neceſſity of it appears from this, 0 
without him we periſn for ever; without him we 


have no right to life here or hereafter ; no bleſſings 


temporal or ſpiritual; for unleſs we are in him, 
we are in no favour with Gad; and who would be 


without - 
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| „ Whowould be e : 
I, bnd, who, freely. confers all heavenly.. bleſſings 


upon us. For the utility of it, conſider the bleC-.. 


; ſingz obtained, the life of grace, reconciliation | 


with God, peace of conſcience; common juſtice 


Ev. and equity require, that they who go the right way 


by living well; ſhould be rewarded with happineſs 


And attain their end —everlaſting liſe! What then 
remains. but that I exhort every chriſtian ſeriouſly 
to conſider what he may, attain to, provided he be 


not wanting to himſelf. T here being no condem- 
nation to them that are in Chriſt Jeſus, brings 


liever. For hat need afflictions fret, cares con- 


; ſume, miſeries 'moleſt, perſecution opprels,. ſin, 


Hatan, death, hell; or condemnation diſmay you; 


my liſe for yours, you ſhall not periſh. For thus ſaith 
St. John, I give unto them eternal life, and they 
mall never periſh, neither ſhall any pluck them 
out of my hand. Underſtand you bleſſed of my 


father, your happineſs and rejoice.Haſt thou 
good aſſurance that thou art in Chriſt? Then be 
confident, that, that tormenting flame, ſhall nat 
touch one hair of thy head.” Joyful news to a 

Aiſtreſſed ſoul z like the hearing of a pardon to a 
— condemned perſon, «thou ſhalt not die but live!” 


So that whoſoever is in Chriſt, ſhall be admitted 


* 


into the preſencs and viſon of Almighty. God, the 


author and fountain of all pleaſures, and ſhall there 
lind all goodneſs. compact together, and meet in 

the common centre from whence they are all drawn. 
MWhatſoever can poſſibly, create true comfort, he 


enjoys the whole, with the bigheſt ſatisfaction, and 
the moſt tranſporting. raptures of delight, When 
1080 | 4 8 4 eget N ; we 
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- fors of the kingdom of Heaven; a kingdom, infi- 
| nite, bliſsful, and eternal. Nay, we ſhall be made 
8 joint heirs with Jeſus Chriſt the ſon of God, to 

. reign and triumph and ſit in judgement with him! 
And could any man defite more, unleſs it were to 

be made God himfelf! And who would not value 
this inheritance? Who would not take ſome pains 
: to gain it, eſpecially when aſſured * that his * 
N all not be in vain.” Amen. 
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4 Inſtruction. 


Hall be alſo reap. . 
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af [2 3 . ſe: | 22 
. r- vi. Je rt Si 
EY wor diceived| God is not mocked: For, whatfrve 
nan foerth, that al! ” a I reap. 


| To N 0 wet immediately going before ths one, 
the apoſtle reminds the Galatians of their duty to. 


- wards their paſtors and teachers; in being liberal 
and communicative of all their good things to 


to him, whois by God's providence ſet over them; 
and from whom they receive the benefit of ſpiritual 
Let him that is taught in the word 
| communicate to him that teacheth in all good 
a things : : implying farther, in the next words, that 


in the neglect of this, as of any other acts of piety 
and juſtice, men do in the end, deceive themſelves, 
for God will not be mocked.— Be not deceived; 


God is not mocked : for whatſoever a man ſoweth, that 
Though theſe words have ſome 
coherence: with the preceding text; yet, in diſ- 


courſing on them, I ſhall not conſider them any 


farther, than as they may be taken for an entire 


| ſentence in themſelves, containing a general in- 


ftruction ; wherein we have firſt ſomething ſpoken 
by way of caution and admonition—be not deceived; 


and then ſecond twotruths aſſerted —firſt, that God 


will not be mocked :—ſecond, that whatſoever a man 


7 foweth, that Au] be alſo reap. For the caution or 


admonition here given, warning us that we deceive 
| | not 


er 
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not our ſelves; 3# not dereived ; be not Arend. | 
ſuffer not your ſelves to be deluded by vain words 


or imaginations; err not. The word is uſed ſor 


an error of the mind, and is no where taken for a 
common light miſtake; but for that which is a 
dangerous and fundamental error, even ſeducing! 


the ſoul to eternal perdition! This expreſſion 


ſeems to imply, that there are ſome that would 
extenuate their ſins, thinking ſome to be ſmall 
and venial, that may be tolerated-and diſpenſed 


with; that if they perform ſuch and ſuch duties, 


it is enough for them. With Herod who thought 


that ſo long as he heard John Baptiſt gladly, he 
might commit inceſt with his brother's wife. 


. Againſt ſuch like thoughts or pretences as theſe 


we are here cautioned:— (e not deceived.” The like 


Y expreſſion we have in Corinthians, which may ſerve: 
as a fit commentary for this place; “ be not de- 


ceived, neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adul- 


terers, nor effeminate, nor abuſers of themſelves 
with mank ind, nor theives, nor drunkards, nor 
revilers, nor extortioners, ſhall inherit the king- 
dom of Heaven.” Agreeable to this place is that 


in his epiſtle to the Epheſians; where, aſter the 
apoſtle had produced ſuch another catalogue of 


ſinners, he preſently adds“ let no man deceive: 
you with vain words, for becauſe of theſe things 


cometh the wrath of God upon the children of 


. diſobedience.”, There is no ſin, which if ve 
wilfully follow, and allow ourſelves in, let it be 


accounted how it will, but will tend to our eter- 
nal miſery and deſtruction, without true, repen- 
tance, and the mercy of God in Jeſus Chriſt, 
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9 5 of any ſin in dur minds, and take free liberty to 
practice it; we ate then hardly ever perſuaded to. 


be truly ſorry for it, or to tepent and forſake it. And 


thus a fin, though it be but ſmall comparatively, 


8 may prove more dangerous than one of an higher 


them; yet the doing of them ſometimes vill be 


nature. Whatſoever therefore we know: to.be ſin;. 
and forbidden by the law of God, whether it be 
gagainſt the rules of piety or juſtice, we are care- 
fully to avoid. Though there may even ſome 


ſeeming advantage ariſe by impiety, by injuſtice, 


ar by defrauding others of their right; yet therein 
"we do deceive. our ſelves as well as others. 


Thus it is alſo in reference to theſe duties that 


ar̃e incumbent on us to perform, as acts of charity 


and mercy, the conſtant attending upon God's 


-  erdifiances, prayer, and the hearing of the word. 
Now, in reference to theſe, things, we may per- 
ſuade our ſelves perhaps, that there is no need of 


ſuch a diligent and continual performance of 


ſufficient to keep up our reputation, and to ſatisfy 


for our frequent neglects. Beſides it may be therein 
alſo we conſult our own profit, caſe, or plea - 
ſure - but hereby we do but miſerably deceive our 


felves: we may deceive others by an external ſhow 
of piety; but God will not be deceived. The 
next thing I propoſe to ſpeak to from the words 
e mot deceived; God is not mocked. There can 


N be no cheat or fallacy caſt upon the Almighty : N 


he that is all-wiſe will not be deceived by ſuch 


vain, filly, impotent creatures: and he that is in- 
inte in ſtrength can never be ſubjected to any 


human | 
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; human force. EY Men may indeed Ueertet one abo 1 


ther, and impoſe upon thoſe that are like. them-, | 


ſelves: this a very little experience in the world 


deth evidence; for we often ſee and hear of many 


that are led aſide and deluded by the crafty inſi- 


nuatlons uf others, both in civil and ſecular affairs, 


and alſo in divine. of the firſt, we have a noted 


inftanceiia Abſalom, who, it is ſaid, ſtole the hearts. 
of the men of Iſrael: and alſo—* with Abſalom 


went two hundred men out of Jeruſalem, that. 
were called; and they went in their ſimplicity. 


and they knew not any thing.“ They were not of 
his counſel, nor privy to his wicked conſpiracy. 


being deluded into treaſon and rebellion, Thus, 


as to religion, it was ſaid of Simon Magus, that 
he bewitched the people of Samaria, giving out 
that he was ſome great one; to whom they all 
gave heed, from the leaſt to the Seel ſayings | 


this man is the great power of God.“ Thus 
| are there many till among us, who by enthuſiaſm 
and impudent pretences to inſpiration, and by 


immediate and larger communications of the ſpi- 


rit than the Scripture warranceth; or I know not 
what pretended light within; too often: win the 


affections and admiration of the unthinking vul- 
gat, and ſeduce and draw them into error; ac- 


-cording to what was foretold by the apoſtle 


«that there ſhould be many deceivers and mackers, 
in the laſt days: but God is not as man; they 
that deceive men, cannot by all their craft and 
ſubtlety impoſe upon him, who ſees and under- 
ſtands all their devices: he often times taketh the 

| wife 
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Vile in their own craftineſs, And in che ſubres that 
2 have laid for others; but the craft of thewiſeſt 


n never take him.“ eite! :?: 


He will not take thoſe that are externally chi 
 rians, in name and Profeſſion only, for thoſe 
that are ſo in reality and truth. God will not ac- 
cept of a feigned repentance, for great fins com- 
mitted againſt his infinite majeſty; neither will 
he be pleaſed with a partial reformation, with ex-" 
| ternal obedience only, or a formal performance of 
our duty. Let the hypocrite imagine what he 


will to himſelf, God is not to be deceived by an 


out ward ſhow of religion and piety.” Can he think 
do darken and obſcure the underftanding'of the 
All-knowing God, by the deepeſt cunning and con- 
trivance? Or can he imagine, that God bebolds 
only the ſuperficies of things, the'variiiſh and co- 
lour, and not the very eſſence of them alſo? Can 
he think, that God, who is the fearcher and trier 
of the reins, knows not the inmoſt receſſes of the 3 
heart, whether it be ſincere or no? Or that he 
takes no notice of ſecret ſins, and private ways of 
fraud and injuſtice? Can he perſuade himſelf, 
that God will not act according to what he ſees 
and knows? That the juſt God will be partial in 
| Judgement? In ſparing ſome though evil doers 
but of favor and affection, contrary” to all right 
and equity? Let not any pleaſe themſelves with 


ſuch wicked and blaſphemous conceptions. God 
will quickly look through all the falſe colours that 


4 religion i is painted and covered withal, and behold 


all the fallacies and deceits therein. He will throw 


aſide the outward coverings, unravel all the ac- . 


. 


tions 


tions er our lows, wi 1 the ne 


and rottenneſs that ties hid in them. And at he 

ill make a diligent ſearch and ſcrutiny into our 

lies and actions, ſo, will he alſo proceed in giv:- 
jng righteous judgment, and in proportioning re- 
"wards and puniſhments according to their deſerts. 


None ſhall then deceive him, in paſſing for what 
they ate not. And then it will openly appear, 


that they who have been deceitful and hypoctiti- 
cal in his worſhip and ſervice, haye deceived and 


mockkd themſelves and not God. Which brings 


mee to the third thing obſerved from the words 
contained in the laſt clauſe—for, whatſoever a man 


ſowelb, that foal de alſo reap. This is a common 


proverbial expreſſion, intelligible to all; fitted as it Top 


ere, to the meaneſt capacity in the country dia- 


lect, of plowing and ſowirig; denoting thus much; 


that every one ſhall receive the recompence of his 


actions, and be either rewarded or puniſhed. ac- 


cording to the quality of his deeds done in the 

fleſn. As a man's courſe of life hath been here, 

ſo ſhalt he fare at God's tribunal hereafter. - 
By ſowing therefore we are to underſtand the 


| | actions and behaviour of men in this liſe. By 


reaping the rewards or puniſhments that follow 


them; be they good or evil. And this compari- 


ſon or alluſion is very proper and ſuitable, inthat 


our actions here are as ſeed that is ſown. When 
the huſbandman doth well prepare and manure 
his ground, and then caſt good ſeed into it, it 
yields him a very plentiful increaſe and doublyß 


pays him for all his labour and charge: but if he 
will neither order his ground, nor make uſe of a 
1 5 7 ; | fir 
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kt feaſoi nor fol good ſeed, but what is mixed 
and adulterated, the crop will | be| accordingly; 
for he will reap no fruit but what is good for no- 
thing; tares and chaff, briers and thorns, fit only | 


to be cut down and caſt into the fire. | 
has it is with our actions, according as they 
NY good or evil, ſo will their ſtuits be. lf we be 


full of good works; if we do that which is honeſt, 
wirtuous, and of good report; if we cleanſe our- 
ſelves from fin, and root all iniquity out of our 

| lives; we ſhall then receive the fruit of our actions 


in a plentiful meaſure, which will abundantly re- 


ward all the pains and fatigues of a religious life. 


As it follows in the next verſe; * he that ſoweth 


to the ſpirit, ſhall of the ſpirit, reup life everlaſt- 


ing. He that lives according to the rules of the 


goſpel; that word which the ſpirit of God hath 
dictated; that reſpects heavenly things more than 
_ earthly ; that doth thoſe things which tend to the | 


glory, honour, and worſhip of God, and the good 
of others; he ſhall thereby inherit eternal lifes 
not from any inherent worth or intrinſic merit in 
good works, but only from God's free grace and 
goodneſs, who will thus ICY! reward al 


bur pious actions. 


We acknowledge indeed, the havveſt” to be 
procured through the diligent labour of the 'hus- 


„bandmen, but withal, to be the free bleſſing of 
” God. Thus it is with eternal life, the reward of 
| good works. They are the means which make us 

partakers of this blefſed harveſt, though wenn 

deſert, it being the gift of God. | 


In Hoſea, the prophet exhorts us, to ſow to 
| ourſelves 
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crop will be according to the ſeed. They have 


1 


oöffelxes in righteouſneſs and reap in mercy, that. 
is, to do good vorks, and then we ſhall find God 


1252 and merciful tous in the free pardoning 
of all our offences KIT: that good works are the only 


way, though not the cauſe of happineſs; for God. 


ſhewethr mercy and favour, according to our works, 
though not for them. If they de good, they will 
not fail of a certain recompence. 


And as this metaphot of ſowing and reaping is 
| applied to good actions in general, in the holy 
ſcriptures; intimating that they. ſhall aſſuredly. be 


rewarded; To alſo i in particular to acts of charity. 
ec He which ſoweth ſparingly ſhall reap ſparingly ; 


and he which ſoweth bountifully ſhall reap alſo 
5 bountifully.” The more liberal and bountiful 
any one is in expending part of his eſtate, to ſupply 

the wants and neceſſities of his poor fellow crea- 


rures, thereby adyancing the glory of God, and the 


good of his brethren, the greater recompence will 
he find at the bands of God, who will certainly 
i reward all ſuch ſort of charity, and that in propor- 
tion to the ſeveral degrees of it. So alſo is this 
metaphor applied to acts of c contrition. To godly | 

ſorrow, there is a reward annexed; ſo that we are 
: affured, the tears of the true penitent ſhall not be 
| ſpile 1 in vain. © They: that ſow in fears, ſhall reap. 
in joy. * 

Thus have 1 Wen you, cha fruits or events of 
good actions: they that ſow them v will reap ęver- 
laffing life. 3 

But then i in reſpe&t of evil ations, cheychiag ſow 
them ſhaft redp accordingly. He that ſoweth to 


the fleſh, thall of the. fleſh reap corruption. The 


Q_ ſown 


b 
- 
1 


© Ifreal, that becauſe they have plowed wickedneſs, 


truth of this, Eliphaz appeals to his own expe- 


Not the ſame numerically, the ſame particular 
ſeed that the huſbandman ſows; not the ſame that 
ſhall be; but the ſame ſpecifically: He ſhall reap 


« 


* 
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x 2wn the wind, and they mall reap the whirl N P 
And Solomon aſſures us, that © he that ſoweth 
iniquity ſhall reap vanity.” And the prophet tells 


therefore they have reaped the ſame. For the 


rience. Even, ſays he, as I have ſeen; they that 
plow iniquity and-ſow wickednefs, reap the ſame,” 


the ſame in kind; the ſame wickedneſs in the iſſues I 
and conſequents; thoſe curſes, thoſe treaſures, chat © of 
harveſt of wrath that is threatened againſt i "op © 9 

is not the ſin itſelf which is replied, but the fruit | ſv 

= {OF product of ſin; and it is the ts TAI of ſin, ſy 
that is, the fruit of n E 
What I., and indeed we ſhould all, obſerve from. fi 
hence, is this; that men's puniſhments ſhall be ſt 
proportipned according to their offences: as they 3 
ſow, ſo ſhall they reap. Both temporal and eter- E BY 
nal puniſhments are according to the quality of the | h 
ſin committed. When fin is puniſhed here in this | p 
world by the Almighty avenger, he often does it fc 
in the ſame kind; as many inſtances in ſcripture c 
do ſufficiently declare. Puniſhments do often bear 2 
the image and ſuperſeription of the ſin upon them; I 
ſo that by the judgement inflicted, we may e ſ 
the wickedneſs committed. | 3 
This was openly confeſſed by Adonibezel- © Ag 8 B 
I have done ſo God hath requited me.” Now ſ 
what his fact was we may learn from Judges i i. 7, | 1 

| threeſcore and ten kings having their thumbs and | 
great toes cut a _Sithered __ meat under my 

| table 


S- — 


is table. And that ke reape'! the fame do 
5 from v. 6, where it is. faid of Judah and Simeon in 


i 1 
th appear ; 


their battle againſt the canaanites, that they pur- 


ſued and, caught Adonibezek, and cut off, his 


thumbs and great toes. Thus we read of Nadab 
and Abihu, who offered ftrange fire ; and were 
from Heaven deſtroyed by fire ina rom manner. 


A deluge of fin in the old world, was puniſhed by 
| an univerſal deluge of water. David had defiled 
bis neighbour's wife—* Therefore, ſaith the Lord, 


1 will take thy wives from before thine eyes, and 
give them unto thy neighbour. Again he tells 


bim, thou haſt ſlain. Uriah the Hittite, with the 
ſword of the children of Ammon; therefore che 


ſword ſhall never depart from thine houſe.” The 
Egyptians: killed the Iſraclitiſh children: all their 
firſt born was deſtroyed in one night by the de- 
ſtroying angel. The., Very firſt law that was made, 
and publiſhed after the fall, was a law of retalia- 


ties; «« Whoſo ſheddeth mans blood, by man ſhall 


his blood be ſhed.” The judicials of Moſes are 
plain for this, as you may find it in Exodus, * eye, 
for. eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot for 
foot, burning for burning, wound for wound, 

ſfripe for ſtripe.” To this purpoſe God tells the 
jews, that, „like as ye have forſaken me and 
ſerved ſtrange Gods in your land, ſo ſhall ye ſerve 
ſtrahgers i in a land that is not yours.” Thus much 
the wiſe man alſo informs, Prov. xxi. 13. Whoſo 
ſtoppeth his cars at the ery of the poor, he alſo 


tall cry "himſelf, and ſhall not be heard.“ The f 


like we have in the firſt chapter, concerning the 
preaching of the word; * Wiſdom crieth without; 5 


ſte uttereth her voice in the ſtreets; ſay ing, How 
: long 


8 * 
* - / 
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=... | Ns ye fimple ones un ye love {mplicity, and F Sy 

3 es the Lornas deat; he in their ſcorning, nd fool 4 
wm knowledge?” Becauſe” T have th and y Fe 44 
 refoſed, 1 have fretched” ouf my hand and no man < 

" Teharded, but ye have ſer” at nought all my counlej, | 2p 

and would have none of my reproof ; So a}ſo wil WELSH 

laugh at your calamit), and mock when your feat [ne 4 

cometh: when your fear cometh as 'defolation, ang 84 


your deſtrüction cometh as' a whirlwind, wen | 
_ diſtreſs and anguiſh cometh upon you, then hal 
they call upon me, but I will not anſwer, they, ſhall . $f. 
..  feek early, bur they ſhall” not find me.” They 
would not hearken to the voice of the prophets, 4 
but deſpiſed their counſel, that was their fin: Go | | 


Ef Will not hear nor regard them when they thall cry EI 
1 unto him in their affliction and miſery; this thall 
be their puniſhment. 2) 


Now theſe puniſhments that I baye been 1 cy 
WPezking of, are but temporal, and not the full 
33 wages that tlie ſinner ſhall receive; neither doth 
80 God always puniſh offenders after this manner; 
a ah but only ſome few, for examples to others, and for. 
. the manifeſtation of his, juſtice. and providence. , 
In the other world is the place where every wicked 
and impenitent ſinner ſhall reap in a full meaſure 
4 what he hath ſoyn; where their tranſgreſſions . 
" +  - ,, _ - ſhall be puniſhed according to their deſerts, _ All 
the judgements of this life are far ſhort. of our ſins, 
and much leſs than we deſerve: but future pu- 
niſhments will be exactly proportionable; when 
infinite torments ſhall. be inflicted upon ſinners,, 
L who have committed ſins againſt an infinite ma- 
jeſty, and offended an infinite juſtice; who have 
made light of the lefſings of God toward, man- 
kind, 


| (237 „ 
| King. and trampled under Hot, the price. of | 
their redemption, which is. infinite, —Far-ſueh as | 
| theſe, eternal, miſery, will- not he. rm n. 
deſerve, by 
From what, ol Loop ſaid. upon. "this. ſubjec, 
chere reſults; an inference. or two ſe natural. and 
| obyious, that 1 will Juſt mention them, and bs 
f conclude. 5 
Hin. From the apoſtle's. 6 Rats veg 1 IR 
g deceived; learn we. the deceitſulneſs of our own 
hearts; how prone we are to deceive and. wrong, 
ourſelves, by extenuating and leſſening our ſins, 
and by making ſpecious and plauſible. pretences 
for iniquity. How eafily,do we too oſten perſuade 
ourſelves, that we may omit. ſuch or. ſuch, duties, 
without danger; that we may defer.our\repentance 
till hereafter; that ſome ſins are ſmall and venial, 
olf little or no conſequence. at all. How are wei 
dravn aſide to commit ſuch or ſuch ſins upon the 
account of preſent, pleaſure or advantage! Bur; 
5 alas! All this while we deceive.ourſelves! + Fhoſe: 
| ſhort lived: pleaſures. which we.indulge. ourſelves? 
in. here; thoſe. advantages whichn we; take!  byy 
, . fraud, injuſtice, or oppreſſion, will. debar us from 
v more. laſting- and durable riches, even thoſe' un- 
| ſpeakable pleaſures which are at God's right hand 
Secondiy, Is there no cheating or deluding of 
the Almighty? . See we then the great folly of 
hypocrites and of thoſe. profane wretches: who 
make a mock. at ſin. What madneſs is it to pro- 
tend to be what we really are not, neither ever in- 
tend to be To counterfeit piety and devotion to 
ſeign ourſelyves rightequa before God, when our * | 
| hearts 7 


rr ̃²˙ ! ̃ ͤ K Pas 0 CO hs 
e 


" * 2 


. _ 
= 
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1 thoughts and actions, which are hid from human 
; inſpection. Andas for thoſe that make a mock at 


1 ll 1 l. ; 


al are full of deceit and ikkednel' We may . 
by theſe means perhaps deceive men, but God h n 
will not be mocked. For he fees the very bottom 1 
of all our hearts and underſtands all cur ſecret . tl 


fin, as if it were a light or trivial matter, and diſ- / 8 


regard the duties of chriſtianity ; let them conſider 


that there will certainly come a time, when both 
piety and impiety will appear to be of great conſe- ä 
quence; and that God will not be mocked in his 


laws, in which he hath commanded or farbi den. 
He that ſitteth in the Heavens, will laugh at ſuch 


ſcorners, and theſe deſpiſers of his laws ; the 255 


3 4 
- "3 * 4 7 


will have them in derifion. 0 
Third and'lafily, Is it ſo that ab tlie kat ay de Matt 


receive according to our works done in the fleſh; 


Rewards or puniftiments as they are good e or evil 


That we ſhall reap even as we ſow? Let this then 


They are ſeed. | 


preſs us to a'care of our actions. 


that fall upon the ground, not to be loſt, but to. 
grow up again. We ſhall hear of them in andchrr 


world, and taſte their fruits long after they have ; 


been committed. Let us therefore be careful how * 


or What we ſow.—This life is our ſeed time. 


Here we ſow the ſeeds of everlaſting happineſs or 
miſery.— Let us therefore fee that our ſeeds be 
good.—If we neglect the ſeaſon or fow bad ſeed, 
we can expect no good crop.—We ſhall reap no- 
thing but corruption; and our fruit will be, to be f 
ſentenced to everlaſting burnings. But if we now * 
make good uſe of our ſeed time, and break up our 


fallow ground, that we ſow not among thorns, 1 
E225 | (as 


A . 
, l | = 


Iss the prophet expreſſes it) if we prepare our ** 7% 
nay oil, and ſow the ſeeds of righteouſneſs and holi=a | 3 


50d - neſs, we ſhall then reap a plentiful harveſt, that 
om "will abundantly reward us—even eternal life; as 

ret the wiſe man hath it; the fruit of the righteous is | 

dan | a tree of life. 2 | os | 
at -— e = | 
iſe L ; | / 
Jer a | 
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Acrs . v. xxxi. 33 oh 


AA | thou ſhalt be ſaved. 


PEE us A r dee ; 
2. The object of this Gith—che Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt. 
3. The end of this belief—the ſalvation of "og 
ſouls! 
We will compriſe theſe three, in this one pro- 
poſition; that the only way to obtain ſalvation is 
dy faith in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. From this pro- 
poſition, we ſhall conſider firſt, what it is to believe 
on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt.— Second, we will lay 
before you the means by which you are to obtain 
this faith. And third, make ſome ſuitable appli- 
cation. Now, rightly to believe on me Lord 
| Jeſus Chriſt implies :— 
; Vr, A right knowledge of him: it is not a 
blind aſſent that we are to give; we muſt know 
what Chriſt is before we can venture our great and 
important concerns upon him.—We miſt take 
him to be the chiefeſt among ten thouſand ; and 
- altogether lovely before our affections will be car- 
ried out after him. I know, ſays the great apoſtle, 
whom I have believed. And the blind man ſpoke 
very pertinently and rationally, in the conference 


— doſt 


And Fg ſaid, believe on the Lord Fefus Cbrif, 2 5 


8 A. © mig aa ap too 


between Chriſt and him; when Chriſt aſked him | 


- 


a od wo. av OC” e 


- all. "on on nds at. ite 
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. doft FRO, believe on the ſon of God fie | 
ere and faid—** who is he Lord, that I 


5 might believe i in him?” True faith is never with- 
but knowledge ; and though we find the whole of 
believing expreſſed hy this one part in John— 


we this is liſe eternal, to know thee the only true 
God, and Jeſus Chriſt, whom thou haſt ſent.” 
And again, the, great apoſtle ] determined not 


| to know any. thing among you, ſave Jeſus Chriſt 
and him erucified.” All the fundamental graces 
of chriſtianity. take their riſe and beginning from 


this knowledge of Chriſt. . The new man is re- 


newed in knowledge.” The opening the eyes to 


behold own our deformity and Chriſt's beauty, is 
the firſt work of the ſpirit. The old creation 
began in light, and ſo does the new. Faith is 


denominated by knowledge, —“ by his knowledge 
ſhall my righteous ſervants juſtify many.” Faith 


is placed in the underſtanding, and in the will: it 


is properly a conſent of the will, which cannot be 


without an aſſent of the underſtanding, Know- 


| ledge muſt go before faith, that you may know 


and believe that I am he. There can be no de- 
ſires after Chriſt in a ſoul that is ignorant of him; 


but where there is a clear knowledge of Chriſt 
there will be an eager affection after him. 


But though knowledge is requiſite to faith, yet 
it is not every kind of knowledge that is fit for 
the purpoſe: it muſt be à true and a ſound 
knowledge. As we are not to take up with a ſorm 


of godlineſs, ſo neither are we to ſatisfy ourſelves 
with a bare form of knowledge. — Thus we read of 


a form of knowledge, that is nothing elſe bur 
| R 55 an 
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an artificial FIR OY a naked model of truth in 
the brain, which, like a winrer's ſun, ſhineth and 
warmeth not.“ Many have truths floating in 
their heads, which never affect their hearts. Many . | 7 
| . khow Chriſt, for whom it had been better if they EE 
never had heard of him. But the knowledge of 
PTL Chriſt vhich is implied in believing in him, is a 
1 ſerious and conſiderate knowledge. Faith is a 
A ſpiritual prudence it is oppoſed to folly as well 
as to ignorance. | 0 fools and flow'of heart to 
believe all the prophets have ſpoken.“ Faith 
draw, to uſe and practice it is a knowledge of” 
- ©. © conſideration. That the God-of our 'Lord Jefus 
Cghriſt, the father of glory, would give unto you 
the ſpirit of wiſdom, arid revelation in the know. 
ledge of him. The knowledge of Chriſt, which is 
implied in true faith, is alſo transforming. Be- 
' holding the glory of the Lord, we are changed 
into the ſame image from glory to glory! A f 
right knowledge of Chriſt changes the ſoul, which | 
is ſald to be renewed in knowledge after the I 
Jud of him that created him. It is no true 5 
knowledge of Chriſt, if it doth not purify the 
heart. Hereby we know 'that' we know him if 
we keep his commandments. He that faith I know 
| him; and keepeth not his commandments, is a liar,” 
and the truth is not in him, Many there are 
who taſte of the tree of knowledge, who never 
taſte of the tree of life. The beſt evidence we can 
give of our ſaving knowledge in Chriſt, is a ready 
Pos - "i chearful obedience to his commandments. 
| Thus then, to believe on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
* _ Implies—to have the ſoul truly enlightened with 
. the Lad RR RD? 39, c20ew, 
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* Secondly, 1, to ben in the Lord Jets 
Chriſt, implies a fiducial aſſent to him. We muſt 


believe that he is able to ſave to the uttermoſt.— 


hat he came into the world to ſave even the 


> chief of ſinners, © ] am the reſurrection and the 


life; he that believeth in me though he were dead, 
yet ſhall he live; and whoſoever liveth and be- 


lieveth in me, mall never die.“ We muſt be fully 


perſuaded, that the ſatisfaction which Chriſt has 
made, is every way ſufficient to attone for us; 


| that the blood of Chriſt cleanſeth from all ſin; 
and that by once offering up himſelf, he hath per- 


fected for ever them that are ſanctified. We muſt 


| de well aſſured that Chriſt is able and willing to 


ſave. thoſe who make application to him; and that 


thoſe who come unto him, he will in no wiſe caſt 


out. The ſoul that is not well aſſured of theſe 


things, will be loath to venture its all upon Chriſt. 


But the ſoul that is ſatisfied, there is merit enough 


„i Chriſt s death to take away all its guilt; that 
there is beauty enough in the robe of Chriſt's 
| rightepuſneſs, to hide all its deformity. This is 


the ſoul that will be ready to depend upon him, 
and to expect life, pardon, and ſalvation from 
him. This is that full aſſurance of faith, which. 
the apoſtle makes mention of; in which we are to 


approach the throne of grace, in order to obtain 


mercy, and find grace to help. in every time of 
need. And it is only when we are thus perſua- 
ded, that we ſhall draw nigh with a true heart, 
with right and fincere affections, and a firm truft 
grounded on the word of God. This peiſuaſion 
muſt not be weak and vavering for ſo are wicked 

| men, 


5 
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men ſometimes, when TREE receive the word 
with joy.—But to be almoſt a chriſtian will not 
do the perſuaſion moſt be full and abſolute, 
which determines the will and draws it after _ 
and views Chriſt as the only and ſufficient means | 
of ſalvation, and looks on him, as the way, the 
truth, and the life. Believing i in the Lord Jeſus 
Ekrift, implies;— - 
| . Thirdly, A flying to him for pardon and juſtifi- 
cation. © When once the finner lees himſelf mis- 
derable, and is perſuaded that there is no ſalvation 
in any other: but Jeſus Chriſt, and that this can- 
not de obtained without coming to Chriſt and be- 
ing united to him; he will at once be ready to go 
out of himſelf ; to renounce his own righteouſneſs; ; 
and ſay with great boldneſs, in the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt have I righteouſneſs and ſtrength ; a ſoul 
convinced: of its own wants and miſery, and at 
the ſame time, ſenſible of Chriſt's fulneſs; will be 
very deſirous to come unto him and embrace 
him. Thus faith is repreſented in ſeripture, 
ſometimes by coming to Chriſt. * Come unto me 
all ye that travel and are heavy laden, and I will. 
give you reſt. By whom alſo, we have acceſs 
into this faith wherein we ſtand.” . © For by him 
ve have acceſs by one ſpirit unto. the father.” 
Sometimes it is ſet forth, by a longing for and de- 
firing for God and Chriſt. * Seek the Lord 
while he may be found; call ye upon him while 
he is near.” Sometimes it is repreſented, by hun- 
gering and thirſting after righteouſneſs. © Bles- 
ſed are they that hunger and thirſt after righteous- 
neſs: for they ſhall be filled. „ « My ſoul is a 
thirſt. 


(ras). 


thirſt far Gad. ſor the living God: when. a 1 


come and appear before him.“ „ Arid let him 


that is athirſt come.” S0 again, * every one 


chat thirſterh, come. ye to the waters; come, buy 
wine and milk without money, and without. price.“ 
It is alſo expreſſed by a fervant defire of enjoy- 


ing God and Chriſt. An example of this we 
find in David; alſo in the prodigal ſong; whe 
coming to himſelf and his right mind; and, ſo 


ſeeing, his miſery, reſolved, upon a return: E 
will ariſe and go to my father, and ſay unto: him, 


I have ſinned againſt, Heaven and before. thee.““ 


Thus alſo the good apoſtle expreſſed his deſire of; 


and confidence. in Chriſt, and his righteouſneſs. 


« Yea doubtleſs, and I count all things but loſs 


for the excellency, of Jeſus Chriſt, my Lord, that L 
may be found in him, not having my own right - 


eouſneſs which is of the law, but the righteous | 
neſs which is by the faith of Chriſt. wr 

Fourthly, To: believe. in the Lord Jeſas Chriſt; 
is, to receive him as he is offered on the terms of 
the goſpel: when. we nat only ſeek and long after 
him, but alſo, receive and apprehend him when 


he is offered. God, out of mercy and free grace, 
offers his ſon; and Chriſt, out of love, offers him- 
ſelf to the ſinful and contrite ſoul. He comes 


with. all his favours and benefits, and waits for the 


ſoul's reception of him. | Behold, I ſtand at the + 
door and knock; if any man hear my voice and 


open unto me, I will come in and ſup with him, 


3 and he with me. He communicate of my benefits 


and bleſſings, to him, and he ſhall. receive of my 


5 fulneſs, even (race. for grace. This is the lan- 


guage 


: . 
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1 of the goſpel, and che offers and invirations 


that are made to ſinners. Nou the ſoul that is : 


Fully petfuaded of Chriſt's fulnefs—and that is 
flying to him for refuge and firmly defiring 


communion with him—is willing to embrace this 


offer, and ſecure ts himſelf this ineſtimable trea- 


f five." He is willing to fell aft for this pearl of 
great price; to give up himfelf entirely to him; 
to rely wholly upon him; and to accept and be. 
coeive him, as he is tendered to him. Thus we 
find in ſcripture; that the chief act of faith is ſig- 
nified by believing. But as many as received him, 
to them gave he power to become the ſons of God, 


even to them that believe on his name.“ Again, 


The ſoul that believes, muſt take Chrift entirely : 
and upon his own terms. And this muft be in 


relation to the offices he bore: and fo we "muſt 


conſider him as a prophet, a prieſt, and a king. 
We are of ourſelves, blind, fooliſh and ignorant. 
Chriſt is to teach and inſtruct us in his ways, as 
our prophet. We are all expoſed to God's wrath 
bythe guilt of fin: Chriſt hath expiated our guilt. 
as a prieſt, by once offering up himſelf in our 
ſtead; We are all under ſubjection 10 fin—Chriſt 
as a king is to ſet us free, and to ſubdue our luſts 
and corruptions: Thus every true believer is ſen⸗ 


ſible of the guilt of ſin, and accepts of Chriſt to 
ſatisfy for it: It ſees the pollution of ſin that it is 


ſtained with, and accepts of Chriſt to purge and 


cleanſe ii it is alſo fenfible of the power of in- 


dwelling corruption, and accepts of Chriſt to ſub- Fe. 
due and conquer it. And ſuch a faith as this 
Roy it is, that gives glory to. FT! for by receiving 


Chriſt 


3 ³˙¹ 
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5 Cbrit to fatisfy for the guilt, it owns. the jaftics. 
* | of God, which hath been provoked. —By com- 
plying with the directions of Chriſt, it honours, 
\ the holineſs of God, which before i it had viliged= 

and by bringing all our corruptiens to be ſubdued Dd 
© by Chriſt's authority, it acknowledges the power, 
bh and ſovereignty of God, againſt which it had 
| before rebelled. Thus doth it receive Chriſt upon 

his own. terms, and eye him, in all his offices, as | 
Aa prophet, a Prieft, and a king. i 
And thus have. I endeavoured tolay (a you, 

What it is to believe 1 in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, It 
implies— m, a right knowledge of him.—Second, 
A fiducial aſſent to him.—Third, A flying to him 
for pardon and joſtifcation.— And fourth, A re- 
ceiving him as he is offered on the terms of the, 
goſpel. And bleſſed are they who thus believe on 
the Son of God; who was once offered to bear the 
ſins of many; and unto ſuch ſhall he appear the 
ſecond time without ſin, unto ſalvation. 

1 come now to the ſecond thing which I pro- 
poſed, viz. To lay before you the means whereby 
you may obtain that faith: And the firſt direction 
* would give you is, to be earneſt and frequent - 

in your addreſſes to the throne of grace. Faith is 
the gift of God. For by grace ye are ſaved . 
through faith; and that, not of yourſelves: It is 
the gift of God. It is a good and perfect gift 
which comes down from the Father of Light, 
with whom there is no variableneſs, neither ſha- 
dow of turning. It is he alone that can fulfil in 
you the whole pleaſure of his goodneſs and power, 
which is the work of faith. Be carneſt therefore, 
in 
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A 36 She POLY to nim, that he would give you. 
_ rhat' faith which worketh by love! and puriffeth 
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_ the foul: and be often making known youf want 


of faith by ptayer and Tupplication; ;—Lord, 1 be- 
live; help ton mine unbelief. Give 1 not ſleep to 
ä your eyes, nor number t to your eyelids till you 
hive poured” out your ſouls before God in ſome 


uch expreſſions | as rheſe—Lord, give "me faith, 
, WherebyT may be enabled to come 15 Chriſt. Give 


me Chriſt or I periſh for ever. Wbat profit is 


there in my blood?” Why mould 1 die in light and 
preſence of a e wur? Faith i 18 thy own york, and 
a moſt glorious | work i it is—reveal thine own arm, 
in this work Upon my ſoul. Give me Chriſt, if 
% thou denleſt me bread—Give me faith, if thou 
denieſt me breath. It is more neceſſary that I 
believe, than that I live. Thus be conſtant and 
fervent in your addreſſes to God, that he woold, 
heſtow this ineſtimable gift t upon you. 'Be no 


_veary, nor give over eh you have obtained 1 it; bu 
be often renewing your” petitions upon this ac. 
count; ſor if once you obtain it, it will over 


balance all the cares you have been at about it. 


| Striveitherefore with God, wreſtle with Jacob, and 
overcome with Tſrael—Reſolye not to let God go, 
till he hath bleſſed you with this ſpiritual bleſſing, | 


even faith in the Lord Jefus Chriſt. - 
| _ "Seeond, Be diligent in reading the word of God. 
This is a means God ſometimes makes uſe of to 
convey faith into the foul. Search the ſcriptures, . 
ſays our bleſfed Lord, for in them ye think ye have 
| eternal life, and they are they which teſtify of 
men.“ This is the way to get acquainted with 
; Chriſt; 
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8 13 ee his excellency, and to have our - 
| A ed to an admiration of his beauty. l 


Third, Embrace every opportunity of hearing 


God 's word; for in this way God is often ſeen to 
ake bare his arm; and begin the good work 


upon t the foul. Thus we are expreſsly told, that 
faith co Comes by bearing, and hearing by the wold 
"of G Be conſtant then in your attendance 
upon 12 means of grace, in ſeaſon and out of ſci. 
_fon; and frequent the Place where God's word is 


"preached. This is waiting at wiſdom's gates, and | 
at the poſts « of her hors or, like lying at the pou 


© Tz 


9755 uſe and means 1 — God hath appointed, you 
, have, reaſon, to think that he will make them effed- 
Fi tual to you, and reach you to profit by them. 


to vou, is ſerious and frequent meditation. Thus 


_ good | David, when he had thought on his ways, | 


Was enabled to turn his feet unto God 8 teſtimony; 

7 " nay,. he, then made haſte, and delayed not, to 
keep his righteous judgerpents. _ Ponder the paths 
"of thy. feet, and let all thy ways be eſtabliſhed, was 
the advice of wiſe Solomon. Exa mine ſeriouſly 
the ſtate of your ſouls—think on what you are by 
nature, children of wrath; odious to God's ho- 
Uineſz, and obnoxious to eternal miſery.” Think 
on the inſufficiency of all things but one to'ſave 
þ 3\ vou. Chriſt can fave you: duties, cannot. There 
15 no way but one; Chriſt, or condemnation for 
evermore. "Think alſo upon the all-ſufficiency' 'of 
Chriſt to ſave y vou. . If your ſouls are "found'i inte- 
24 , himp they coo never be git, if you ea 
6 anchor 


The laſt direction 1 would give, and recommend 


t Ty >) 3 
anchor, there, you will be ſure to be nahe. e 
built upon Chriſt” will never be friſtrated—like a 
thip in che form, it will keep the ſoul fare and 
ſteadfaſt. a: 
Think upon che 980 and tefigh upon Spich the 
e of glory came into this world and dwelt. 


among us. It was to ſeek and to ſave loſt and un- | 


done ſinners. He laid down his life to make re- 
conciliation. between God and man, and he 5 is "the 
author of eternal falvation to tices who believe 
in and obey him. 1 "al 88 
I come now to make fome applic cation of What has 
been ſaid. And is faith the only way of obtaining 
ſalvation? Then let me preſs you to believe on the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that you may be Taved. He i is 


| 
now tendered to you Upon goſpel terms; here i is 


Chriſt; here is life; here is pardon ro you upon 


_ raly terms What hinders you to be ſaved? Strike 
in with the offers of grace that 3 are made to you— 
> put. not off the. ſeaſons of grace til another time 
? hard en not your hearts againſt the offers of mercy, 


leſt you come ſhort of the promiſes as they did, to 


v hom the goſpel was preached in types, becauſe 
| they mixed not the word with faich. 


See therefore that you refuſe not God when he 


A maketh yo the greateſt offer that, can be made. 


How can you expect to eſcape if you negle& ſo 


great ſalvation. If they entered not into reſt, be- 
cauſe they believed not the golpel j in types, how 
hall we be admitted into that reſt, if we believe 
not a goſpel i in ſubſtance, ſtripped” of all its ob- 
ſcuring ſhadows. And there could have been no 


remiſſion upleſs Chriſt had ſhed his blood, ſo there 
is no participation of that _ without applying 


« it 


0 


gracious to you. * 8 that he has not cut 


( 131 J : 
it by faith. There * but two kingdoms, the 


kingdom of darkneſs and the kingdom of Chrif, 
Unbeliet ſubjects, us to the one, and faith places 
us in the other. There is no medium between 


theſe t two; either by faith we are heirs of an ever- 
| laſting kingdom, or elfe we are in ſubjection to 
the prince of the power of the air. We can per- 
form yo, duties acceptably without faith. God 
> upon nothing, . unleſs offered to him in the 
c. of his ſon. Whatſoever ye do in word or 

6 do all in the name of the Lord Jeſus, fays 
* apollle; and who can offer any thing in his 
_ name e who hath' not faith in his blood! Without 


hriſt v e can do nothing. —Without union with 


hl m. W ich cah be only. cauſed by faith, whole 


— — — 


heaps o of, ſacrifices fi ſignify nothing. Faith muſt be 


the ground of all our obedience—no duty can be 
acceptable without, It, This made Abel's facri-" 


fice more fcceprable i than Cain' s, and rendered it 
accep table to God od; whilſt unhelief, rendered 
Caine $ offering Z E797 Ol MT. TEo09 

Embrace therefore the grace of the golden feep- 
tre, left ye be cruſhed by the weight of the iron 
rod. * Kiſs the ſon, leſt ye feel his wrath: for he 
that believeth on him hath everlaſting life: and 
he that believeth not the ſon, ſhall not ſee life, but 
the wratk of God abideth on him.” 


Are there any of you that have fled for refine to 


the hope ſet before you, and by faith laid hold on 


Jeſus Chriſt? Admire the goodneſs and grace of 
Goch that he hath enabled you to flee from the 
writh to come—Adore the riches of his goodneſs 
21d forbearance that he has waited ſo long to be 


you 


a * 
1 _ 
— 
x og * , 
* 
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mercy. Grieve that you. ſto 12 o long „ Ani 
- ia Lord i it was too long before. elieyed 9 18 and 
| loye | thee, And t then „take care, laſtly : that you. 


walk as becometh the r redeemed of the 0 le 
are not your,own, , for Ye, 15 boughr with price; 
| therefore 5175 5 God with, your bodies = Pirits 5 
85 which are his, 15 Grow in grace and in in tne 150 LA N Fog 
ledge. of your L Lord 3 and 85 jour Jef fi us” Chriſt. = 
Strive, to add to your aith, virtue ; to virtue, 
Know! edgy. temperance, . brotherly kindyeks, nd 
charity That theſe things being 1 in you,” and 
abounding, you may never be barren nor unfruit= 
* ful. in the works of righteouſneſs, which are by 
Jeſus. Chriſt, io the glory and praiſe of 0d. — 


0 That, by growing in grace here Jou may be e fit fot in 


2's * 


glory. hereafter, —That, you 1. go | from Rrength. 
to ſtrength, as. you do from duty to duty, till at | 

laſt you appear before God 1 in Zion, and there 1 re- 

ceive the end of your | faith, even the complete 


ſalvation of your ORR” bel. p 


Is 3 fg 
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me, rbou ba believrd.— Hleſſed are they. that have. 
I Re have, believed. 4 nch hw 
e nin „rah 43d 4; ER 10 wil 
How: beer advamage and "LY good, alba. 
there are of fraternal eharĩty and chriſtian: ſociety; 


may appear by the esample df Thomas and the 


reſt of the apoſtles; for neither did they caſt him off 
for His ineredulity, bor tolerated him in "their 


cofnmunion; not did he ſeparate from their fel. 


lowſhip; but continued therein as he had done be) 
fore. And hence it came to paſs, that through 
the goodneſs and grace bf Chriſt, he ſau him riſen 


from the dead; and they likewiſe heard ſuch 


publit and ekeetient eonfe on of htm; at none of 


them had made even to that day. Thomas an- 


ſwered and ſaid, * my Lord and my God:” Now 


upon this confeſſion of Thomas; Chriſt delivers his 


judgement and cenſure. Jeſus faith unto bin 
T homis, bechuſe bon haft ſren me, thou haft believed. 
— Bleſſed" ate they Ibat baue not ſeen, and yet have 
Believed, In Which words we may note agen 
firſt, a commendation ſecond, a correctioi. 
In the firſt part Chriſt commends — 
faith. Be unge thou haßt ſren me; thou haſt believed. 
That is, thou ſeeſt me a man; but conſidering how 


1 am riſen from the dead, chou believeſt in me as 


God. — 


e 


Gd. Wen | 
weak in reſpect of i its rife. Now eder t to cor 
rect it, E pronounce tho dieffed fo alt generations, 
that when I. am gone, in xegard., of my bodily pre- 
| ſence, yet they will believe in me. Bleſſed are they | 
that bave not ſeen, and yet have believed. 
© Chriſt doth here approve the faith and confeffion 
| of homie?! allowing it that be was in the richt, 
and that he Mad made à good confeſſions It is 
well done, that thou haſt thus believed and thus 
ſpoken. And hereby he demonſtrates that he is 
troty God: for be would never have ſuffereg ih 
honour due unto bis father ta be unjuſtly, taken; 
from him, and transferred to himſelſ. if he had not 
been of the ſame divine nature and cove qual. 
But then again, Chriſt doth tacitiy and oblig- 
ingly: reprove him, becauſe he would not believe 
untibhe had ſeen, until he was convinced by ocu- 
lar demonſtration and the judgement of the ſenſes. 
He commends his faith, but reprehends him for, 
the flackneſs of it; that he needed to be dran to, it 
by ſenſible experiments. Andi therefore he adds, 
2 are they that: have not ſeep, and yet: bave bee, 
lieved: extolling and preſerring their faith which 
zs grounded only on the ward of Gods and ſhewing, 
that our faith is ſo much the more ;commendable, 
when it is not founded upon ſenſe and natural . 
ſon. The original words are of indefinite and i An-_ 
determinate ſigniſication; and, after the manner. 
of the Hebrew tongue, may be referred and ex- 
tended to the time paſt, preſent, and to come: 
as thus—blefſed ure ibey that haue nat ſeen, and yet. 
bave believed: or that do nat, or ſhall not ſee, and 
__ or ſhall believe. 5 


18 
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But here it may be demanded, ſeeing” Chritt 
ids thoſe bleſſed ho have not ſeen,/and 
yet have believed, whether Thomas was excluded 
from this bleſſednels, who did not believe before 
. de ſaw? Anſwer, no. In this ſentence Chriſt de- 
"nies not Thomas to be bleſſed; but only preferreth 
thoſe others before him in this regard, who hase 
not ſeen him. and yet have believed. Though it 
Vas a great fault in Thomas that he believed not 
without ſeeing and touching, and an argument of 
| the weakneſs of his faith; yet was his faith, not- 
i wWithſtanding, true and ſaving, and therefore re- 
5 : dered him bleſſed. They are ſurely bleſſed who 
- ſee not, yet believe : but they are not bleſſed alone. 
Thoſe that ſaw and believed, were blefſed as well 
as thoſe chat ſee not and believe, though not fo 
mch as theſe. Chriſt's meaning here is compara- 
"tive. —He apportions the bleſſing to faith. Both 
"ſorts are bleſſed; ; they that ſaw and did believe; and 
; thoſe that have not Teen, and yet have believed; 
but theſe more than they, becauſe their faith is 
? greater than the others—of greater avail, becauſe 
1 of greater merit—of greater merit, becauſe by leſ- 
der means. As when Chriſt faid, “ bleſſed are 
. | - they that hear the word of God and keep = 
Luke 11 28.—He doth not deny that to be true, 
| which the woman had aid, v. 27, bleſſed i is the 


e vomb that bare thee, and the paps which thou haſt 
* _ * Tucked.” But he extolleth and preferreth their 
5 " bleſſednefs, who hear the word of God and keep it. 
th So here, though he pronounces thoſe bleſſed, who. 
6 have not ſeen, and yet have believed: yet he de- 
1 . nies not, but that thoſe who have ſeen, and alſo 


: / believed, are bleſſed alſo. St. Peter is an in- 


2! 


ſtance— 


; Manoe-—he;ronfeſied;Chrifl hich; had, 8 


5 thirſt and Chriſt, Bid; unto him, Dleſſed,art. thou, 
Simon Bargjana!? Vea, out Saviour ſaith. in gene- 


_ . apal-togll his diſeiples, “ bleſſed are your, eyes, fyr 
they ſee s and your eat, for they, hear.” - Bleſſed, 
not hegauſe they ſaw for then Judas h had been 
.bleſled, but becauſe they believed whom they ſav. 
1Ttiwas, a greater bleſſigg to bear Chriſt than to. ſce 
him; and ret Mary was bleſſed, not, ſo. much for 
+canceiving him, within; her, womb, as for receiving 
him within her heart. This axjom e of our Saviour 
_is,,oppaſed to thoſe ho will, not believe. the 
opreaching of the goſpel and the word of God, but 
prefer the judgement of their. .qwn ſenſe and rea- 
ſon before it; and. will yield their aſſent to nothing | 
| more than; what their own ſeyſes and ,ynderſtand- | 
ings ſhall eyidence, unto. themſelves... Such; as 
make their own, ſenſe and teaſon the meaſure and 
ground of their ſaithztheſe are excluded from 12 
; bleſſedneſs which is, pronounced to Ag, that ce 
„not, and yet believe. | 
And in, this ſpeech, he obviates the ls; af 1 un- 
believers, requiring to ſee, that they may be- 


5 lieve: implying, that it is vain to expect or re- 


quire, that Chriſt ſhould, alſo appear to them 
ds he had now done to Thomas. “ This is given to 
thee, that I ſhould, appear to thee,, to others it 
hall not be granted; “ but it behoveth them to be 
contented with the word and preaching. of the 
goſpel. Bleſſed are they, which, have not; ſeen, 
and yet have believed; which ſhall hereafter 
believe through ,be, preaching | of. the, goſpel, 
though they ,ſee; me, not in the fleſh, or thoſe 


ee en, to tee, Chriſt commends 
the 


1 
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c the miniſtry of che word as the means of faith; 
he would not every day, or in every age, confirm 


— 


the truth of his reſurrection by new apparitions, 
and ſhew himſelf alive to every. man, but choſe 


his apoſtles to be witneſſes of his reſurtection and 


aſcenſion, and ſhewed himſelf alive to them by 
many infallible proofs; that they might afterwards 
publiſh and atteſt it throughout the whole world. 

Him God raiſed up the third day, and ſhewed_ 


him openly, not to all the people, but unto wit- 


neſſes choſen before of God, even to us who did 
eat and drink with him after he roſe from the 
dead: and he commanded us to preach unto the 
people and to teſtify, that it is he who is ordained 
of God to be the judge of quick and dead.” The 


| teſtimonies of the apoſtles and evangeliſts, which 


yet remain to us in their writings, and at this day 
ſound in our ears, in the preaching of the goſpel, 
doth Chriſt here commend ; affirming that they 
are and ſhall be bleſſed, who truly believe it 


though they ſee him not, nor touch him outwardly 
with the eyes and hands of the body, but ſpirit- 


ually only, with the eye and hand of faith. 


We muſt not expect now to have any new reve- 


lations of Chriſt from Heaven, and ſenſible appa- 


' ritions of his perſon ; but we muſt hear his word, 
which is the means of begetting and increaſing 


faith in him, and conſequently of procuring bles- 


ſedneſs to ourſelves. For thus Chriſt prays for all 
them who ſhall believe on him through the word, 
that is, by the miniſtry and preaching of them 
and their ſucceſſors. neither pray I for theſe 


alone, but for them alſo who ſhall believe on 
Th of 1. me 


9 — 
3 


— — Sn 
te. — 
* — 280 
2 


% . m * 4 a 8 " . q Py 5 l l Lia. 4 _— 8 
— 9 ee rrp LAND» vs. hater ce \ 
* * . * 9 "GEE — = — * — 
| - 1 „5 
* p 3 EEo ay” - 2 * * 4 
p K 7 - 8 c £ +- 


— 


* — — 


Woo Be Db. | A 


* % N N N 2 * 1 i * "= = 4 4 
e eee neee 
8 b b 1 — — 4 1 TY A 
a — — N # * . * * P 
* r © G 
* - * 
, hs, F 4 " 
. : « > » 
* . 


(139 3 


me PETER. weir Hendl“ Bed ur rhey' that 


have not ſeen; and yet bave believed—that is, wwe 


faith is grounded upon the word of God, and not 


upon any ſenſible g e -carnal pn 


or human underſtanding. - ll 


From this maxim of our P it ay Wet 


that the apoſtle takes that deſcription of faith 
that it is the evidence of things not ſeen.” The 
external object of faith is not ſeen, that is, ie! 1 
not, cannot be comprehended by ſenſe or reaſons 
yet it is in the internal nature of it, an evidence, 


or convincing argument; and ſignifies a con- 


viction, or undeniable proof. Such is faith, 
| grounded upon the word of God, a demionſtration 


or convincing proof, of that which appears not to 
ſenſe or reaſon. Faith looks at the truth and au- 


thority of the ſpeaker, and acquieſeth in the infala 
libility of his eg, en, Pn ſenſe and 


reaſon. | 


The arguments Wh are Ul for 4 con- 
firmation of our religion from miracles, the num- 


ber of its martyrs, its admirable ſucceſs, and con- 


| ſent of all its myſteries, and the correſpondence it 
bath with reaſon, are all indeed powerful conſi- 


derations, to make eaſy and familiar the actings 


of faith; but God's faithfulneſs and veracity, is 
the only proper motive of faith; his word is the 
ſole ground of faith. And in this conſiſts the main 


difference between faith and ſcience. In arts 


and ſciences, we do not give our aſſent to any thing 


till we have found its nature and cauſes; but in 


matters of faith, we firſt aſſent and believe God on 
his N and then a os we ſearch after the 
| reaſons | 


. 139 ) 
| Waben e the things we have believed: Not for 
our own ſatisfaction, to whom God's authority is 
ſoundation ſtrong enough to build upon, but that 
ve may be able and ready, to give an anſwer to 


25 e that aſks us a reaſon of our hope. 


_ » | Senſe and rea ſon ought to ſubmit to faith: whoſe 
evidence is above their contradiction. Faith, 
having the word of God afferting any thing, is 

ſufficiently aſſured of it, though it be not ſeen 
with the eye, or touched with the hand, or com- 
Kaen by the underſtanding. | 
Sound faith is neither ſuſpicious nor Fug 
ir believes what God- ſaith, without ſight, without 
examination. For ſince it is impoſſible for God 
to lie, for how ſhould- truth be falſe, it is fit, that 
his word be credited for itſelf's ſake. We muſt 
not examine how, or why, are theſe things ſo? © 
That which the pſalmiſt obſerves, of keeping the 
lau, that muſt the chriſtian ſay of receiving the 
goſpel, „I made haſt and delayed not to keep thy 
commandments. I diſputed not, faith David, or 
T argued not. Faith reaſons not with God; it 
moves no queſtions; but mee kh yields aſſent, and 
ſaith Amen, to every word of God. 
What the faculties of ſenſe and reaſon cannot 
diſcover, and may look upon as doubtful, if not 
falſe; that faith, convinced by the word, accounts 
evident and certain. For underſtanding of which 
we niuſt conſider, that every thing is properly 
evident to that faculty, to which it doth belong: 
as ſenfible things are obvious to ſenſe—rational 
concluſions are approved of by reaſon—and the 
things of God are in the ſphere of faith. Now | 
yt. 3 TN theſe 
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all-from one God (his works in inan) cannot be 
_ . contrary to one another; neither doth any one 
drſtroy the other: neither can any thing be true. 
in one, which is falſe in another; if rightly under. 


ſtood. As for example: when reaſon dictates 


that nothing can be made out of nothing, and fo 


would deny the creation; or, that when the pri- 


vation is total, the habit cannot be introduced 


again; and from thence would deny the reſur- 


| | rection: faith doth not deny, but that theſe 
axioms, as to ſecond cauſes, and in the lower orb 


of reaſon, are true; only it corrects: their malig- 
nity by ſhewing a more excellent way; and 


bidding us look up unto God, unto whom all 


things are poſſible. So there is à ſubordina- 
tion of theſe 'faculties, but no repugnance of 


them unto faith, if they be rightly uſed. And if 
they exalt themſelves againſt the word of God, 


the rule of faith, they muſt be brought into capti- 
vity. to the obedience of faith. So it muſt be in 


the myſteries of religion, which eye hath not 
ſeen, nor ear heard,“ that is, are out of the reach 
of ſenſe; © neither have entered into the heart of | 
man to conceive,” that is, exceed the en * 

man, without divine revelation. 8 


Let us now apply this text to our own e wt 
Fin, This is a ground of comfort and ſtrong 
conſolation to us; viz. that thoſe who have not 


ſeen Chriſt, and yet believe, ſhall be ſaved, as well 


as thoſe who have ſeen him. It was the ſpecial 
prerogative. of the apoſtles and other diſciples of 


. who lived i in the ſame. time and country 


a | wird 


* 
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-. — that they oth ſaw and belibred: Bar 


rhough it hath pleaſed God, who hath determined 
AF the times before appointed, and the bounds of 
* | mens habitations, to caſt our lot, into other ages 
and places; yet this is no impediment to our bles- | 
ſedneſs. It is. faid to have been one of the three 
things which St. Auſtin wiſhed to have ſeen; Chriſt 
in the fleſn. I ſhall not cenſure his opinion.— 
But I ſay, it is ſufficient for our comfort; if we 
believe, though we have not ſeen him. For ſo 
faith .\Chrift - himſclf, | #/efſed are they that bave 
mot'iſeen;| and yet bave believed. If thou ſhalt 
confeſs with thy mouth the Lord - Jeſus, and 
ſhalt: believe in thy heart that God hath: raiſed. 
him from the dead; thou ſhalt be ſaved,” ſaith 
St. Paul. Though thou haſt not ſcen him with 
the eyes of thy body, yet if thou haſt ſeen him 
with the eye of faith, if thou haſt believed] O well 
is it with thee; and bleffed ſhalt thou be. So bles- 
ſed as John, who lay in the boſom of Chriſt, 
whoſe head lay near his maſter's heart. 80 bles- 
ſed as Joſeph of Aramathea, who buried his body. | 
So bleſſed as the Virgin Mary herſelf, who bare him | 
in her womb; for ſhe was more bleſſed in being 3 
the daughter than in being the mother of Chriſt: | 
more bleſſed in believing in him, than in bearing : A 
of him.—So bleſſed: as old Simeon, who'claſped | 
our Saviour in his arms. Let no man then ſay, O 
if I had lived in the times of Chriſt, and had ſeen 
his perſon and his miracles! Bleſſed are they 
ſays Chriſt, who have not ſeen and yet have be- 
| lieved.— Vea, by ſo much the more bleſſed, by 
how much the leſs they have ſeen. On this ac- 
- 2691 | count 
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count St. Peter l dhe faickful, Myüng 
he that the trial of your faith, being more precious | 
tban of gold that periſhes, migbt be found unto 


praiſe ad honour and glory at the appeating of 


Jeſus Chriſt: hom having not feen, ye love i in 


whom; though now ye ſee him not, yet believing, 


5 rejoice: with joy unſpeakable and full) of glo- 
ry. It was not a matter of ſo great moment in 
the time of Chriſt, with the apoſtles to believe 
bim Who was ſcen and handled; but this is indeed 
a faith, precious and excellent, which believing in 
Chriſt, not ſeen, doth and ſuffereth all things 
ſor his name's ſake, unmoveably depending upon 
his word alone, and undoubtedly expecting thoſe 
things, which are neither ſeen nor preſent. 
 - Secondly, Let us then exerciſe faith, and believe 
though we have not ſeen. That faith is kindlieſt, 


which bath feweſt helps; which is wholly and 


ſolely grounded on tlie word. To fly unto the 
eye, Chriſt calls it unbelief. Thomas is called 


faithleſs, becauſe he will ſee, e're he will believe. 


Sight is ' love's: ſenſe ; but not faith's. Faith 


comes by hearing, ſays the apoſtle, not by ſeeing. 


Ihe ears are the doors of faith. As preaching is 
the door of the word, ſo hearing is the door of 

faith. Faith conſiſts not in ocular inſpection, but 
in at full aſſurance of the heart. Let us be con- 


tent to make faith our evidence, and to think 
God's word a fulficient going of our -moſt firm 


aſſent. 1 0 14 1 x * 


And if we mak for nnen Where can we and 


5 it, if not with him, who neither deceives, nor can 


be deceived. Is not. God's ſole affirmation equi- 


\ * a valent 
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Ant to all the ſeveral means, whereby knows 
ledge is acquired? Is and I /aw it, a clearer prob 
than God ſaid it? If God be neither ignorant nor 
faithleſs, in what he affirms, thou art N N 
in believing his word. 7 

And leſt ye ſhould be ſentidatived at vitiorlens 
conſider what confuſion-and. diſorder there would 
ſoon be in the world, if in human affairs, we 
ſhould only go by ſcience and believe nothing? 
We are forced in all worldly matters to act by a 
Fivil faith: and well may we then, in religious 
matters, think it not at all unbecoming us to be 

acted by a divine faith. Conſider, Chriſt, the 
Th bleſſed object of faith, hath bleſſed faith; but a 
ſightleſs faith, All true divine faith is bleſſed ; 

but this moſt, which hath leaſt helps. The leſs 
regard faith hath of ſenſe and carnal reaſon, the 


| more reward it hath of heavenly glory. © Though 


it have not ſeen Chriſt, yet it ſhall ſee him. The, 
reward of believing him whom thou ſeeſt not, 
ſhall be to ſee him whom thou believeſt: in whoſe 
ſight is fulneſs of glory. If thou now wilt believe 
what yet thou doſt not ſee, thou ſhalt certainly ſee 
what now thou doſt believe.” 

_ Laſtly, Let us endeavour to have lives anſwer- 
able to this grace of faith: this bleſſed grace, that 
denominating grace, whence all God's children 
are called believers. Let us demonſtrate the 
truth and ſtrength of our faith, by the purity of 
our lives. True faith will purify the heart and 
influence the converſation. As we believe that 
Chriſt is riſen, let us .ſeek thoſe things that are 


above. Let our converſation be in Heaven, 
f | whence 


„ + 5 
hence alſo we look for a ſaviour, che Lord Jeſon, 
who ſhall change our vile body, that en 
Uke his glorious bod e. ** 
I conclude with that notable ſaying of . no 
"nod; «faith, ſaith he, tells us, there are unheard, 
unthought of bleſſings prepared—Oh, ſaith Hope, 
theſe are reſerved for me—well ſaith. Charity, or, 
holy love, I'll run to them, and endeavour after 
them.“ To which I only add; bleſſed is that 
| ſervant, whom the Lord when he cometh afl find 
bo doing Amen, ws 049 bs Agr Viola 
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Q-that the were 385 that they underſtood this, i that 
ul; Wi they would conſider their. MEAS a6 zone b 
ug es! 20:.d bo, ad; HA ene G 
/ 4THOUT- farther prefvtinc 1 ſhatl lay down' 
| this poſition as the foundation of my preſent: diſ- 
caurſe That it is an act of the greateſt wiſdom, 
ſetiouſly to conſider and timely to prepare for, out 
latter end, or future ſtate, after this life is ended. 
„What ve are to conſider in reference to our, 
latter ends: 14010 4 J.. 28 7 10 ot r 
Ia what manner we ate to prepare ſor it;: 
And, give the reaſons h it is anne of sg 
wildom to doꝭ ſo rn) it mid tonic c 
Under the firſt head, the parts: I ſhall. wontion 
are two. 1. That this latter end, this day of 
death wilt come one time or other.. That there 
is ee or e life to en after 
this 1s ended. 18: {71 290.09 its 1 . (1391 
And nt, This! is 4 e that we vw 
_ ſay; nothing is ſo ſure as death. The law of our, 
mortality is like that of the Medes and Perſians: 
it is not to: be reverſed or altered. The decree is 
gone forth upon all fleſn: it is appointed to men, 
ence to die. Abraham, the friend of God, muſt 
give up the ghoſt. Moſes; the great favourite of 
| Heaven, with whom God ſpake face to face, muſt 
at laſt ae mount Nebo, and die there. David, 


U | a man 


0 146 155 ; 
nan after Gad's dun heart, muſt de with. bis 
- father—be brought to the grave and ſee corrup- 
tion. You will ſay, thete need do inſtances to 
prove we all muſt die; becauſe no man denies it 
But that which I deſign by ſpeaking of it, is, not 
to work in you a belief that ſo it is; but to bring 
you to a ſerious and devout conſideration of it. 
For- it is one thing to believe that we muſt die, 


And another to conſider; lay it to heart, and apply 


it to ourſelves. All the world believes it; 
few, very ſew conſider it as they ought: as 
complains here of the Jewiſh people O that they 
were wiſe, that they would conſider their latter end. 
They knew! very well that their latter end would 
come: they ſaw' the carcaſes of their brethren 
drop every day in the wilderneſs, but yer they did 
not ſo conſider it, as to make a proper application 
olf it to themſelves.) And ſo it is at this day 
People do not lay their latter end enough to heart.. 
They ſee their neighbours, friends, and relations, 
dle daily; but they do not conſider nor reflect 
upon their ow caſe, nor the day of their own 
death. You that are alive at this time, have 


' | rnd ſeveral of your neighbours to the grave; 


men likely enough, and ſtrong enough in 
and yet we ſre their latter end is come—they are 
gone to their long home the grave; never to return 
to this world more. Turn a thought how ſoon 
you may be brought thither yourſelves, in the 
ſame manner, and to the ſame purpoſe; even to be 
: laid up in your graves, till the general reſurrection 
at the laſt day. And we ſhould every one of us, 
50 reaſon thus — um myſelf many days and 
years 
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| years to come, and put the evil day far off from 
me, have no more aſſurance of my life, than ſuch 


or ſuch an one had: one was as young, another as 


5 ſtrong, another as briſk, lively and airy as myſelf; 


either of them as likely to live as I am. And be- 
hold they are not; they are gone out of the land 
of the living; they are departed this mortal life; 
and how ſoon I may follow them, is a ſecret not 
revealed to me. God only knows it. In this, or 


ſuch like manner, ſhould we reaſon with ourſelves 
on the death of others. | 


It is ftoried of the ancient 3 chat at 


ac, their folemn feaſts, they uſed to have one diſh 


brought to their table with a death's head in it; 
to remind the gueſts of their mortality, and to re- 


ſtrain them from running into riot and exceſs. The 


moral certainly was very good, to have death and 
diſſolution frequently in our thoughts, is certainly 
a very uſeful and neceſſary meditation. And that 


is the firſt particular. The ſecond is, that there is 
another ſtate or condition to ſucceed after this is 


ended. Though death puts an end to all our en- 


Joyments in this world; yet it by no means puts 


an end to our exiſtence. * Our ſouls are immortal 


and die not.— They ſurvive our bodies; when they 
die and fall to the ground, our ſouls ſtill remain 
and live ſeparate from them; and as for our bo- 
dies, though they ſee corruption, rot and putrify in 
the grave, yet. by the providence and power of 
him that is Almighty, they fhall-be raiſed again, 


and re- united - bone to his bone, and fleſh to his 


flesh. 


The ſoul dies not, as I ſaid above, but eters 


into this new ſtate immediately on its diſſolution 


from 


_ : i my 7 2 =: 
RR "ol the bey. And the body,” though it muſt 
1 one time lie in the duſt, alf öne day be raifed 

out of it "again, and re-united to the ſoul.” Pay, . 

Again, tis to de withed we would confider this; 

not dnly that we mult die, but what is to follow 

' ifter death; what our future Mate and condition s 
nete be men 0 
8 Jo preſs this à little clofer, Ende move you to 
= " This moſt neceſfaty and important conſideration, 
_—: give me leave to put you in mind of a two-fold 


N 
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ſtate or condition after this life is ended. a 
Piri, a ſtate of Ab men and bh -Hecens, a 
late of miſery and woe. Into one of thoſe two. 

Rates, the ſoul of every perſon enters after it goes 
di of the body; and in relation to both theſe, 1 
tall take üp the words of my 'text—O phat they 
A "Rs Werk wiſe, that they underſtood this, that they would 

conſider their latter end! I ſhall briefly, but ſepa- 
rately ſpeak to both theſe, — Firſt; it is to be wiſh- 
ed, that people would conſider that there is a ſtate of 
happineſs and bliſs aſter this life; that there is a 
= "Heaven, a ſtate of never ceaſing joy and delight. 
M Moſt perſons will fay they believe this: but what 
_: ſerious conſideration do they ſhow of it. Let us 
. Conſider, how uncertain is our ubode in this world; 
= - how ſurrounded we are with various perplexities 
_— and troubles. © Man that is born of a woman is 
but of few days: he cometh” up, and is cut down as : 
2 a flower: he fleeth alſo as a ſhadow, and conti- BS 
nueth not.” Man is born to die; and as he can- 
= not live long, ſo his ſhort life is ſubje& to many 
. . 3 - res and troubles. He is compared to a flower 
=: which is beautiful, but ſuddenly cropt; or to the 


ſhadow on a dial, which never ſtands ſill, but is 
N 9 


e | 
Ang away apace. Conſider this, T ſay, aa 
- ednſider withal, that there is another place, ano- 
ther ſtate, which is neither uncertain nor trouble- 
ſome Lan unchangable ſtate of eternal glory, pre- 


-pared for all thoſe. who faithfully ſerve God i in this 


pPreſent life. There is a continuing city a city 

which hath foundations, whoſe builder and maker 
is God: And the foundations of this new Jeruſalem 
are ſo ſtrong, that no time nor change can move 
them. And therefore the apoſtle calls it, © an etet- 


nal houſe, a building of God, an houſe not made 
with hands, eternal in the Heavens.“ See what 


a deſcription St. John gives of it in his viſion ;— 
her pavement is of gold, her gates pearl, and her 
walls of precious ſtones? denoting the durable- 
neſs and permanency of the ſaints happineſs; the 
delight and ſatisfaction that accompanies it, and 
the moſt reſplendent glory of it. As gold excels 


all other metals, and is not ſubject to corruption; 


and as precious ſtones are very ſplendid and glo- 
rious to behold in lib manner will the manſions 
of Heaven be moſt glorious; and the converſation 
there, pure and incorrupt ; affording the ſaints 
ſuch an entire ſatisfaction, as infinitely excels. all 


that the moſt rich and glorious things that this 


world can afford, for the ſatisfaction of the outward 
ſenſes. What was ſaid by the pſalmiſt of Jeruſa- 
lem of old, may be truly faid of the Jeruſalem 
above; © very excellent things are ſpoken of theg, 


thou city of God!” And yet, after all that is 
there or elſewhere ſpoken of the glory of Heaven, 


we muſt acknowledge it to be true, what the 


apoſtle ſays in another caſe, we know it but in part; 
and yet even that little that is diſcovered in ſcrip- 


ture 


vi, Togo) | 

| Sore of ithio Suppinifa; does fill the ſouls of the 
_ aims and fervants of God with infinite and un- 
e joy and conſolation. $3; 

When St. Paul was caught up into the chies | 
been he knew not what was become of himſelt: 
| Whether he was in the body or out of the body. 
And when St. Peter beheld but ſome few beams of 
this bliſs and glory, at our Saviour's transfigura- 
rion upon Mount Tabor, he vas ſo tranſporied with 
amnagement of joy, that he knew not what he faid; 
but was ſo mightily raviſhed with the glory he be- 
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meld, that he earneſtly deſired to abide there ſtill * 


and yet all that is diſcovered of this blifs, that can 
be, or ever ſhall be, is but a mere glimps of it. 
We can more cafily tell what this blits is not, than 
What it is—what is not in Heaven, than what is 
there. There is no dying there, no, mourning, . 
nor hungering, nor thirſting; no infirmity, no 
ſorrow, nor ſac eſs there. What is there we 
know not; for f either hath car heard, nor eye 
Neeti; nor can the heart, thre mind, the cogitations 
of man conceive, the things which God hath there 
prepared for them that love him. In a word, this 
bliſsful ſtare conſiſts in the immediate viſion uf 
God himfelf, in whom is fullneſs of joy; and at 
_ whoſe iy, ag hand there | are . ſor erer. 
more. ö 
And now, is it not earneſtly and Kn ble 
. -wiſhed, that people were ſo wiſe, as frequently and 
ſeriouſly to 'contemplate this place of happineſs; 
-which if they did, they would not fo madly hazard 
and venture the loſs of it, for every poor paltry 
-gratification. The miſchief of all is, we cannot 
bring people to think ſeriouſly of theſe matters; 


one 


. 4 781 ) 
| one follows one üünful courſe - another, another; 
2s iſ the gratification of every baſe ſordid luſt was 
do be preferred to Heaven itſelf. - 
There is one ſtate or evadidiin wks beam 


* conſideted by us—the ſtate of eternal blifs and 


happineſs after this life is ended: and happy will 
it be ſor us, if we conſider it as we ought... But 
ſecondly, there is another future ſtate to be conſi- 
dered like wiſe - a ſtate of woe and miſery. If pea- 


plwGKkẽù will not be perſuaded to forſake their evil ways, 


for Heaven and a ſtate of eternal glory, they muſt 
be affrighted from them by the conſideration of 
an hell, and a ſtate of eternal miſerr. 


Did wicked people now and then reflect, that 


the ways wherein they walk, will certainly lead 
them to that place of darkneſs and blackneſs and 
torment; they ſurely could not be ſo much in love 
- with thoſe fins, as will endanger the bringing them 
inte that dreadful place. It was che petition of 
the rich man in hell, to Abraham, „I pray thee 
that thou wouldeſt ſend Lazarus to my father's 
houſe, for T have five brethren, that he may teſtify 
unto them, left they alſo come to this place of tor- 


ment.“ He thought certainly, that if one ſhould® 


go AE the other world, and tell* his brethren of 
his miſerable condition, they wouledire@ly repent” 


and turn from their evil ways. No, ſays Abra- 


ham; © they have Moſes and the . prophets read 
Th very Sabbath day in their ears, let them hear them. 


Nay father Abraham; but if one went unte tbem 


from the dead, they will repent.” '' Naw mind the 
anſwer. If they hear not Moſes and the pro- 


| Phers, Chriſt and his apoſtles, neither will they be 


perſuaded though one roſe from the dead.” And 


all 
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mam perſans ; they have no ſerious and fixed con, 
r ſideration of theſe things. They put the thougbts: 
off Heaven and hell, as much out of their minds 
ag they can} Whereas they ſhould reaſon chus.— I 
have but a ſhort time to live here, and hen Igo 
hence, I muft enter upon a ſtate either of happi- 
neſs or mi ſery. Why then do I not look after;that! 
which ſo much concerns me: chuſe She ae, aut, 
aid che ober. % ð ᷣ „00 
EM And this is the end 0 53 here we 
BEES mould again take up the words of our text, and 
| Mn, cry out, O that they were: wiſe! That they, would. 
conſider, theſe two different ſtates! The nent , 
thing 1am to do, is to ſhow yu -- | 
| © Second!y,, Ho we are to prepare far this latter: 
end. And this, by a certain expectation oft. 
1 By endeavouring to free ourſelves from whatever, 
4 | 7, 2 us unſjt fo · it. And by furniſhing oure; 
Ez: aan uSCh ſuch virtues and ene as may qualify; 
| 5 ourſelves for is; And, Nera Nohl non nat 150117 ; 
1 7 Hi, My life is ns. but by days, My 
us time in this world is appointed. here is a ſecret. 
determinate term of my life ſealed up by the Al- 
mighty. A change will aſſuredly come; death 
kn will ſeize me, I know not how ſoon: therefore. all 
1 the days of my time will I wait, and paſs all my life, 
| | in a certain e of my _ and: diſſolu- 
. tian 11 oh eds 
| 


In all the main ene of life, eres 
| think and ſay within ourſelves, thus—vwell, though 
it be thus or thus with me now, yet I muſt die. 
Though my bones are full of marrow yet I. muſt 


ot them n in the duſt.— Though riches in- 
creaſe 


2 
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ereaſe and flow i in upon me, I muſt. begone and 
| | leave. them to others. I have no abiding here;, . 
Y lam but a ſtranger and ſojourner as all my fathers; 
. were; I muſt not, cannot enjoy wife or children, 
I friends or relations, houſes or lands, or any earthly 
« . comforts forever. Thus muſt we prepare far it, 
1 by a continual expectation of it. Again, * ; 
. ſhould TINY | 
* Secondly, Free ourſelves from what may make 
f us unfit to die. This in the general is fin, 
i tthat puts a ſting into death. The ſoul which no 
"= weapon can reach, fin can wound. ” Tis fin that. 2 
' makes death terrible, and us unfit and unable to x 
| encounter it. Lay aſide, ſays the apoſtle, every 
| weight, and the fin that ſo eaſily beſets you, and 
| © run with patience, the race that is ſet before you. 
hy. I ſhall therefore only add a few words, 25 way of 
inference, and ſo conclude. 
And here give me leave to adviſe you in Us 
words of God himſelf to Hezekiah; * ſet thy 
- houſe in order, for thou ſhalt die and not live.” 
You muſt all die one time or other, as ſure as you 
are now alive. Set your houſes therefore in order, 
becauſe you know not how ſoon this meſſage may 
| be ſent unto you. And in the doing of this, be- 
|: gin with the inner houſe, your ſouls: be ſure you 
| make them your greateſt care and concern, that 
they may be ready ſwept, and garniſhed. 


2. 
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— And let it alſo be particularly obſerved, that 
| ſome time or other, before a man goes out of this 
"3s world, it is highly requiſite that he ſhould ſettle 


his affairs in it, and endeavour to lay ſuch a foun- 
dation, that his children or relations may have 
reaſon to bleſs his memory: and the ſooner this 

| þ very 


: * 1 1 
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erf innplottarit point is ſer ubsut, the better: ber 
__. cauſe it may ſometimes require ſuch judgement 
and difcretion, as may not be very conſiſtant with 
the Ciltractions _ * of fickneſs or a deu 
bed. 


God deu ur late to have entered into a contro- 
vercy with us, and has ſent diſeaſes among us, 
which have cut off ſome and endangered others. 
No here man can aſſure himſelf, that his turn ſhall 5 
not be next. 0 
O that we were wiſe, that we ubdergosg this, 
that we would conſider our latter end! Which 
God grant, for his Son Jeſus Chriſt's ſake. Amen. 
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A ſincere wiſh and hearty prayer of a moſt grateful c 
and abſent friend Jonn PearsoN, Chaplain 
H. M. S. Romilies, to his benevolent and , 
e TO | 


Mey) you all live in Dove: dic in Peace, reſt in Hoe, | : 
: and riſe in Glory. 
C 


fo 
a bo 
wd Wal 


1 | 1 
113989 & 1 2 


Sir James Saumarez, 2 copies 

15 Saumarez, ditto 
Sir 7 Bickerton, ditto 

Lady Biekerton, ditto 

Mr. Cole ; 

Mr. Barnard | 

A friend 

Mr. Crawder 

Mr. Soaper 

Mr. Soaper 

A friend | 

Mr. James Waterman 

Miſs Sutton b 

A friend 
r. Mears 

A friend 

Mr. Hickmore 

Mr. Ground Water, 2 copies 


Mr. Carter | 


A friend | 
Rev. Mr. Henvill 
Mr. Weſtmore 
Mr. Burns 
A friend 
Mr. Robinſon 
Mrs. Hodder 
Mr, J. Kingsford 
Mr. Stewart 
A friend 
Mr. Lawrence 
Rev. Mr. Griffiths 
Miſs Addington 
Miſs Cox 
_ * | 
ev. Mr. Hawel, 15 copi 
A friend 1 15 * 
Mr. Macky 
Mr. Foſter 
Mr. Rout 
Mr. Frett 
A friend 
Miſs Broadbut 
A friend 


K, EY 8 
SEBSCRIBERS. © 

* : +, 0 | a \ 
+ | 4 os > * 


— 


$ by R 


Mrs. Br iggs 17 
Mr. Grant, 2 copies 
Mr. Burns, ſenior 

Mrs. Godhart 

Mrs. Bocer | 

Mr. Rout, junior | 255 | 
Miſs Bucknell 1 
Thomas Grant, Eſd. | 

Mrs. Reid 

Mrs. Tervis 

Mr. J. R. Reid 

Mr. George Grant a 
Mr. Thomas Grant a; 1 
Mr. T. Grant, junior 
Mr. Burbey 
Mrs. Brudenell 

Mr. Weſton, 2 copies. 4 FN 
Mr. Baſtard ; 
Mr. Young 

3 Grifſhihs, Eſq. 

Rev. Mr. Jeans, 2 copies 

Captain Bedford, ditto 

Captain Lock | 

Mr. Philcox - 

Major Popham 

Mrs. Wheeler 

Mrs. Pitts 

Miſs Tucker 

Mr. R. Waller 

Mr. F. Waller 

Mr. J. Waller 

Mr. Lambeth 

Mr. Terry 

Miſs Drayton 

Mr. Row 

Mr. Hawkins 

Mr, Ruſſell 

Mrs. Cleverly 

Rev. Mr. Scott 

Cummins 


Ms. Sparks 
Miſs Sturch , 
James Kickpatrick, Eſq. 


Mr. Barry 


; Mrs. Kirkpatrick 
Mr. R. B. Wilkins 
Mr. William Clarke A 
Mr. William Abraham - 1 
Mr. Edmund Wavell Co 


Mrs. Elliot 


Mrs. Preſcott 
Mrs. How - 


A friend 


Mrs. Frith, . 
. Mr. Baſſett. . 
Mr. Cowlam 


Mrs. Robinſon 


Mrs. Rayner 
Mr. Bul 5 E iR 
Mrs. Hill 

Mrs. Drake 


Mr. Cox 


Mr. Richard Wavell 


Mrs. Waller, junior 
Mrs. Dennett 
Mr. Perkins 


Mrs. Abbot 
- Miſs Adams 


Robert Clarke, Efq. 
Mrs. L. Clarkei | 
Mr. Richard Barlow 
Miſs Barlow _ 


Mrs. Fober - + ,_ 
Mr. Leigh Trattle 
Mr. Jacob 

Mr. Hardley - 
Miſs Dickonſon 

A triend 

Miſs Chriſtian - 

A friend 


Captain Geary - 


Mrs. Foquett | 
Miſs Foquett 
Mrs. Perry 
Mrs. Smith 
Mr..Pike 


Mr. Daw © © 

Mr. John dd” 
Mrs. Hearn 
Mr. Bone 

Miſs Bone 
Mr. William Taylor 


Mr. Pratt 


Mr. Gibbs 


[! 


1 


| A friend 


| — Mr. . 
—— Mr. Richards 


e NAMES. 


Mr. Gilbert 
aha: — 8 In. 


Mrs. Foſter, ſenior * 
A friend 6465 


Mr. Wadmore ; 
| Miſs and Maſter Drake 


Mr. William Barton & 08 
Mr. Hollis l 
Miſs Johnſon 2 
Miſs Smith 

Mr. Albin 


Mr. J. Barton 
| Mrs. Hall 


A friend 175 

Mr. Thomas Dore 

Miſs Woodcock 

on _ = | 
John Kir 5 | 
Mr. R 4 —— AY 
Mr. Buc 1 

Mr. Kemp 

Miſs Cheverton | 


| Miſs Thatcher 
Mr. Jacobs 


Mr. Fromow © 
Mr. Thomas Daw 

Mr. Till 74 
L. T. Holmes, Eſq. 
Edward Ruſhforth, TY 
Rev. Mr. Geary, 

— Mr. Janes Worſley 


alton 


— Mr. Walker 
Mr. Worlley 


. —— Mr, Gill, Ne 
— — Mr. Gill, Weſt Cowes | 
| | | —— Mr. Digby 


7 ME 6 


—— Mr. Le Wan | 

— Mr. + /orlley, Stenbury 
Mr. otticary | 
Mr. Midlane he 
Mr. Wicker | 

Mr. Lawry 


Meſſrs. White 


Mr. Green, London | 
Captain Wells 
Mr. Scott 


Lieut, N ] Fo "ng 


| Lieut, Ingles 


_ 


